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Visitors on hired boats roam the canals through
guava orchards around floating guava markets,
inset, of Bhimruli and Atghar Kuriana on Friday.
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i= Floating guava markets

M Jauriun Istam JEWEL, Thalakathi

Monsoon is the time when floating
guava markets on canals crisscrossing
thousands of guava orchards, in
Jhalakathi's Bhimruli and Pirojpur’s
Atghar Kuriana under Nesarabad
upazila, become alive with visitors
from all over the country.

A network of canals connects the
guava orchards spread out across
30 villages where one will also find
several hundred orchards of ambarella
or hog plum, commonly known as
aamra.

The 200-year-old guava markets
of Bhimruli and Atghar Kuriana
have gradually become hubs for all
sorts of produce and agricultural
products.

The best time to visit the markets is
the months between July and October
during the monsoon when the canals
are full to the brim while the trees, full
of ripe guavas, in the orchards wear
eye-soothing green.

At dawn around this time of the
year, farmers load up their boats
with freshly plucked guava and other
produce and set up their floating
store on one of the main canals at the

markets.

The wvisitors on hired boats,
motorised or paddle, turn up in droves
to shop for fresh fruits or just to look
around the floating markets that close
around noon time.

On Fridays, the canals turn into
a carnival of life as visitors of all
ages roam around the markets and
orchards in several hundred colourful
boats.

Sanjida Aktar, a university student
from Dhaka, said, “I'm captivated
by the beauty of the guava orchards
and the scenery that surrounds those.
[ really enjoyed the experience of
floating through the narrow canals on
a small boat.”

It is an unforgettable feeling to
be able to taste a fresh guava after
plucking it straight from the boat for
the first time, she also said.

Lopa, another visitor, said
excitingly, “I got the chance to get
inside an orchard, climb a tree, pluck
a fresh guava and eat it.”

“You forget everything else when
you are on a boat in a canal that runs
through a beautiful guava orchard.
|That's why]| I try to come here every

# drawing large crowd

year to enjoy the beauty,” she added.

Local farmers and businesses
cannot be happier to witness the rise
in number of visitors at the markets.

Tea stall owner Shubhrojit said,
“Thanks to better road conditions,
hundreds of visitors are coming to
the markets, helping pick up my sales
fivefold.”

A local guava farmer, Satish Halder,
said, "We used to sell a kilogram
of guava at half a taka during peak
season. But now, we get at least Tk 8 to
15 for a kg from the tourists.”

Prof Shah Sajeda, former chairman
of marketing department at BM
College in Barisal, said, “Tourists now
look for new places to experience
something extraordinary. That's why
the floating markets have become so
popular to them.”

“This [influx of wvisitors|] could
create further business opportunities
if proper facilities for tourists are set
up there,” she added.

Contacted, Jhalakathi Deputy
Commissioner Johar Ali said some
structures are under construction as
part of their efforts to improve tourist
experience in the area.

Ensure rights of ethnic minorities

Speakers urge at dialogue in Thakurgaon

Our CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Speakers at a dialogue on 'Rights of
indigenous people and Dalits in the
context of SDGs'

on Tuesday urged taking proper
steps for development of the country’s
ethnic minority peoples and backward
Dalit community.

Eco Social Development
Organisation (ESDO) organised the
event with the assistance of HEKS EPER,
Swaziland, and Citizen’s Platform for
SDGs, Bangladesh, at ESDO Medha
Bikash Kendro in Govindanagor in
Thakurgaon municipality on Tuesday.

Fazle Hossain Badsha MP, convenor
of parliamentary caucus on indigenous
and minority affairs, attended the

programme as chief guest while
eminent economist Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya was the main speaker.
Among others, Nur Kutubul Alam,
additional deputy commissioner, and
Abul Hasnat, acting country director of
HEKS EPER, addressed the programme
presided over by Dr Muhammad Shahid
Uz Zaman, executive director of ESDO.
The state’s initiative is needed to
curb disparity and increase facilities
for indigenous people living in plain
land areas and for the purpose a proper
census is needed to determine the actual
number of indigenous people and
Dalits, speakers said at the programme.
It is assumed that there are about
30 lakh indigenous people are in
Bangladesh but the census conducted

in 2011 mentioned only eight lakh
people of the community.

According to national statistics,
the poverty rate is 23.20 per cent
but ninety percent Dalits and eighty
percent ethnic minority people are
under poverty level, which means
different communities are not
equally benefited from the country’s
development, speaker said.

They demanded giving more
importance to indigenous people
in eighth five-year plan and urged
local administrative bodies’ support
for protecting lands of the ethnic
community people.

Representatives  from  various
sectors of the society attended the
three-hour-long programme.
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Date: 26/08/2019

e-Tender Notice-01/2019-20
Corrigendum

All concerned are hereby informed that following information has been added in e-Tender Notice:
Memo No- 46.02.0094.000.14-01-19/1442 Date: 21/07/2019 due to unavoidable circumstance.

The throat-slit body of
a truck driver was found
in Satmile area near Kazi
Nazrul Islam College in
Jashore Sadar upazila
yesterday.

The deceased was
identified as trucker
Hasanuzzaman, 45, of

Jugia village in the upazila.
Family members suspect

that he might have been
killed by robbers.

SI Munshi Anisur

Rahman, in-charge of

tender/proposal submission

Tender Field name Existing date & time Amendment date & time
ID No.
332989 | Document last selling date & 26/08/2019 Time: 15:00 03/09/2019 Time: 17:00
time
Closing date & time 27/08/2019 Time: 10:00 04/09/2019 Time: 10:00
Opening date & time 27/08/2019 Time: 10:00 04/09/2019 Time: 10:00
Last date & time for 26/08/2019 Time: 15:00 03/09/2019 Time: 17:00

Jashore Sajiali police
outpost, said on

All other Terms & Conditions as laid down in that invitation of e-Tender & tender document will be
unchanged. This Corrigendum Notice with above amendment shall be part of the tender document.
Interested persons can communicate with the undersigned during office hours.
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information, police
recovered the throat-slit
body from the area around
7:30am. A driving license
was found in the victim's
pocket.

The body was sent
to Jashore General
Hospital for autopsy,
said Mohammad
Moniruzaman, officer-in-
charge of Jashore Kotwali

Police Station.
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Tangail Deputy Commissioner Shahidul Islam, 3rd from right, distributes a copy of Oshomapto Atmojeebonee
(unfinished memoires), an autobiography by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, to a student at Tangail Collectorate
Girls’ High School and College. The books were distributed among students following a discussion titled ‘Bangladesh’s
independence and Bangabandhu’s philosophy’, organised by Tangail municipality Mayor Jamilur Rahman Miran.
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