SONY SIX
The Ashes
England v Australia

Third Test, Day Two
Live from 4:00pm

STAR SPORTS SELECT 2
Bundesliga

Koln v Dortmund

Live from 12:30am (Saturday)

TEN 2

West Indies v India
First Test, Day one
Live from 7:30pm

STAR SPORTS SELECT 1
English Premier League
Aston Villa v Everton

Live from 1:00am (Saturday)

SONY ESPN
Sri Lanka v New Zealand

Second Test, Day Two
Live from 10:15am
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Bangladesh are on the way up’ g%, Neymar future
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Midfielder Sohel Rana has been playing top-flight football since 2010, and is currently XIS Oven up 111 the dlrI
playing a key role in Abahani’s success in the AFC Cup. His stunning, long-range o NMMP Awp, Paris
strike against North Korea’s April 25 SC on Wednesday captured the attention of the |———————— ;j’(:j‘, St gl it il il
region’s football-lovers. Sohel has also represented the national team since 2012, and fqﬁ?ggiﬁﬁﬂfﬁs o Tepors Thursday the French club have rejected
S

his longevity places him in a situation to comment on three phases of Bangladesh
football over the past decade -- the promising early days, a dark dip during which the
national side went into temporary international exile following defeat to Bhutan in
2016, and the current sparks of regrowth. He talked about Abahani’s successes and
Bangladesh football in general during an interview with The Daily Star’s
Anisur Rahman. The following are excerpts of the interview.

The Daily Star (TDS): How do you evaluate
Abahani’s thrilling win over North Korea's April
25 SC?

Sohel Rana (SR): It is not only Abahani’s win
but a victory for Bangladesh football. Winning
against April 25 is a positive but it was not an
easy task to overcome the North Korean side
as we had to face different challenges in the
match. We want to carry the momentum of
such performances to the club level and to the
national team. This success will not inspire just
Abahani but also other clubs who will play the
AFC Cup next season because they will want to
match Abahani’s performance.

TDS: Although they failed to retain the
Bangladesh Premier League title, Abahani
have created history by entering the AFC Cup
knockout-stage and are on the verge of another
piece of history of playing AFC Cup inter-zone
finals. What is the secret behind the success in
the AFC Cup?

SR : To be honest, luck did not favour us in
some league matches and we lagged behind

Weeken
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the title race but Abahani, who have been
playing the AFC Cup for a long time, made it
to the knockout stage for the first time. Despite
there being some injury issues in the playing
eleven, the team management and the coach
did everything to inspire the rest of the players.
They made sure that we did not feel the absence

($111 million) plus players.

French sports daily L'Equipe said Real had offered cash
plus Gareth Bale, James Rodriguez and goalkeeper Keylor
MNavas, but PSG turned it down because “the overall value
of the offer did not match their expectations”.

Paris paid 222 million euros to sign Neymar from
Barcelona two years ago and their sporting director
Leonardo is understood to be determined to only sell the
forward for a deal considered to be of the same value,

Real have spent the summer trying to offload Bale, while
James is unwanted after returning from a loan at Bayern
Munich and Navas is no longer the club’s first-choice
goalkeeper.

Meanwhile, Barcelona remain hopeful of bringing
Neymar back to the Camp Nou, but Catalan daily Sport
claims an attempt to sign the player on loan with an
obligation to buy for 160 million euros at the end of the
season has been firmly rejected in Paris.

Sport claims Barcelona feel “it is very clear that PSG are
trying to prevent the Brazilian from returning to the Camp
Nou in any scenario”,

PSG had previously reportedly turned down an offer
from Barcelona of 40 million euros plus Philippe Coutinho
and Ivan Rakitic. Coutinho has since joined Bayern on loan.

Juventus are also believed to have stated an interest in
signing the 27-year-old, who has not featured in any of
PSG’s matches so far this season having been frozen out
amid the uncertainty over his future.

Naomi Osaka were named
as top seeds for the US
Open on Wednesday:.

Djokovic, who will be
chasing a 17th Grand Slam
singles title in New York
next week, heads the men’s
field with Spain's Rafael
Nadal seeded second.

Former world number
one Roger Federer, seeking
a 21st Grand Slam crown,
is seeded third for the
tournament.

The draw for the men’s
and women's singles takes
place on Thursday.

In the women's draw,
Osaka is ranked number one
while 2018 runner-up Serena
Williams is seeded eight.

Japanese ace Osaka won
her first Grand Slam title in
a controversial final victory
over Williams last year and
then followed it up with
her second Slam at the
Australian Open in January.

game plan in the away match and we will be
trying to execute that properly.

TDS: Do you think Abahani's success can
inspire the national side in the Joint Qualifiers
for the World Cup and Asian Cup?

SR: I believe Abahani's success will inspire all
national players and it will be a confidence
booster for Abahani players who are part of the
national team.

TDS: You have been playing the professional
football league since 2010, do you see any
changes in the clubs’ approach?

SR: 1 have played for Mohammedan, Sheikh
Jamal DC, Chittagong Abahani for a total of six
seasons and it is my second season at Abahani.
Of course, there are some changes in the clubs’
approach but they have not come about as fast
as they should have. The clubs are now thinking
of how to increase facilities, which were not
considered before. The clubs are trying to
provide support like foreign coaches, trainers,
gyms, better food in a bid to get better results.
TDS: Having spent nine years in top-flight
football, how would you explain Bangladesh's
football in the three phases of your career?

SR: When 1 started playing the BPL [in 2010],
it was a very good phase because then there
was significant fanfare around football and I
enjoyed the company of some talented senior
footballers like Rajani Kanta Barman, Hasan Al
Mamun, Motiur Munna and others, and learned
many things from them. But in the middle
of my nine-year career, football started going
backwards and we were out of international
football for nearly three years after losing to
Bhutan [in 2016]. We went through such a bad
phase then that it is hard to forget. But now,
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of those players and every replacement gave
their utmost on the pitch. Besides, coach Mario
Lemos has been a good tactician who designed
the game plan according to our strengths and
weaknesses, and that's the secret recipe of our
sluccess.

TDS: Tell us about your stunning opening goal,
the kind of which is not often seen from you
in the domestic league? The goal is one of the
candidates for goal of the week on the AFC
website.

SR: I tried long-range shots in training regularly
and |[Kervens Fils| Belfort asked me, in the
training session before the match, why I don't
try such shots in the match. 1 asked [Nabib

we are recovering as the national team and Undergraduate _ Graduate - 10%-100% in
Newaj| Jibon to leave it for me and I just club teams are performing well at international - B.A. (Hons.) in English - ﬂgﬁ'“ ELL various categories
tried to keep it on target, and the timing and level. I think we haven't reached the desired :g%*g in CSE — :EMB A - 10% for female students
connection were perfect. I have also had two level but we are going towards that. P S5 inFER -LL.M. (1 year) - Up to 50% Special Waiver
similar goals in the just concluded league but TDS: You play domestic matches, and - LL.B. (Hons.) = for permanent campus

those were not quite like this one. It is the best
goal of my career. | will never forget about this

goal, It is pleasing that my goal is a candidate Yyou faced at those three different levels? SPECIAL FEATURES

for goal of the week and I will be very happy if SR: In domestic matches, there is hardly any Highly qualified faculty | Affordable | Hostel for Male | Transport

| get the most votes. challenge because we know every one of the members with 25 PhDs | Tuition Fees' | and Feninle Facility
TDS: Can Abahani defeat April 25 away and opponents, their quality and their movements.

play their maiden AFC Cup inter-zone final? But in international matches, we face different :ﬂﬂﬂgﬁ o o Admission Helpline
SR: Definitely, it is not going to be easy but we challenges because we don't know their quality, Fhiai GCIINTE SeTia9s. il OLRAE SCER SN 0174130000:
will try to play our best to secure at least one their specialties and they are all quality players, Permanent Cmipust Road 6, Block B, Ashulia. Model Tows, Akran, Bavar, Dhaka ;
point and book a place in the inter-zone final. so we have to be more cautious as there is no Phone: 09602666651 Cell: 01844169651, E-mail: admission@easternuni.edu.bd K3 /evedubd

I think the coach will definitely a have different

international matches for the club and the
national team. What kind of challenges have

room to come back if we make mistakes.

U-15 take on Bhutan

SrorTS REPORTER

Defending champions Bangladesh will look
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to kick off their SAFF U-15 Championship
campaign on a high note when they take on
Bhutan at the Kalyani Stadium in West Bengal,
India today.

Two-time champions Bangladesh seem upbeat
about making a winning start against Bhutan, who they
previously hammered 8-0 in the 2017 edition. This time
around however, Bhutan showed some promise in their
opening match against Sri Lanka. It should be mentioned
though that although Bhutan held a 2-0 lead at one stage,
they ultimately lost the match 3-2.

“We watched Bhutan’s match, it will not be a difficult
task to win if the boys display their natural game,” said
assistant coach Janeh Alam Nuri.

Theboys inred and green prepared for this championship
for nearly four months and even played a few warm-up
matches against under-18 squads of Bangladesh Premier
League clubs before heading over to India, where they
played another practice match against the United Sports
Club’s under-15 side.

“We are in good shape and condition. We want to make
a winning start by displaying good football. We will play
attacking football against Bhutan,” said captain Rakibul
Islam.

Archer Sakib ousted

SPORTS REPORTER

Sakib Molla, a promising archer from Bangladesh, made his
exit from the third round of the individual recurve junior
men’s event of the World Archery Youth Championships
when he lost to Jacquey Clement in tiebreakers in Spain
yesterday:.

Sakib led the way against Clement till the third set with
5-1 set point lead but the young archer lost his nerves and the
next two sets as the Frenchman bounced back to level the set
points at 5-5, Then, Sakib lost to Clement in the single-arrow
deciding shot.

Although Sakib managed to reach the third round, his
more illustrious partners, Tamimul Islam and Hakim Ahmed
Rubel, were eliminated from the second round as they lost to
Chen Zhao-Sheng of Chinese Taipei and Nescior Andrzej of
Poland respectively.

However, Bangladesh moved into the second round of the
junior recurve team event by beating Austria 6-2 to set up a
pre-quarter final clash against India, which was scheduled to
take place late night.
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