
13DHAKA THURSDAY AUGUST 22, 2019, BHADRA 7 , 1426 BS COUNTRY

Third grader hospitalised 
with pregnancy
Victim’s mother files rape case against 
unknown individuals
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A schoolgirl’s mother filed a rape case on 
Sunday after finding out that her daughter 
was 25 weeks pregnant.

The case was filed against unknown 
individuals with Hajirhat Police Station 
in Rangpur Sadar upazila after the third-
grade student’s pregnancy was confirmed 
at a hospital where she was admitted with 
illness recently. 

She is still undergoing treatment at the 
hospital, said a nurse there.  

According to the case statement and 
locals, the girl’s mother used to bring 
along her child to her workplace at a 
local agricultural farm where she had 
been working as a maid for the past 
three years.

After the news of the girl’s pregnancy 
broke out, Tofazzal Hossain, 55, a staff 
member of the farm, who was being viewed 
by locals as a suspect of the crime, died by 
suicide on August 16.

His family members refused to make 
any comment over the reason for his death 
or speculations about his role in the girl 
becoming pregnant.   

Mostafizur Rahman, officer-in-charge 
(OC) of the police station, said the case was 
a complicated one and they were carrying 
out its investigation with due diligence.

They could not make any comment on 
the case as the investigation was ongoing 
and they would disclose their findings 
to the public after the investigation was 
complete, the OC also said.   

GAIBANDH’S SAGHATA UPAZILA

Flood affected schools 
need repair to resume 

proper functioning
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

The recent flood badly hampered academic activities in 43 
institutions of Gaibandha’s Saghata upazila.

The institutions including 35 government primary 
schools, six high schools and two madrasas had to be 
closed due to the flooding.

Following the recession of floodwater, several of them 
started functioning after long three weeks while many 
others are yet to resume classes due to damage of education 
materials, furniture and entrance roads.

“Attendance of students at my school is still thin as 
proper sitting arrangement is yet to be restored. The 
entrance road went under water and strong current 
damaged it. The ground is yet to be fit for playing,” said 
Jahangir Alam, headmaster of Amadirpara Government 
Primary School.

The flood caused damage worth over Tk 3 lakh to the 

school, he said.

“My textbooks were destroyed in floodwater, as our 

dwelling house went under six-foot-deep water and we 

took shelter at another place,” said Farida Akhter, a student 

of Class IV.

Azizur Rahman, upazila primary education officer 

of Saghata, said they have already received reports on 

flood-induced damage from the affected educational 

institutions and forwarded it to higher authorities with 

recommendations to initiate renovation work on priority 
basis for smooth running of classes. Amadirpara Government Primary School is one of the 43 institutions badly affected by the recent flood in Saghata upazila of Gaibandha. PHOTO: KM REZAUL HOQUE

Nimai Das of Belkuchi upazila in Sirajganj hooked 

this giant boal (a species of catfish), weighing 

around 16 kilogrammes, from the Jamuna river 

yesterday. He along with his brother-in-law Poltu 

Basak later took it to Tangail town and sold it for 

Tk 17,000.

Illegal market on 76-decimal 
pond demolished in B’baria
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A joint mobile court of Brahmanbaria 
district administration and Department 
of Environment on Tuesday demolished 
a market that was built encroaching on a 
large pond on Court Road in the town.

About 72 illegal shops and four 
tin-shed structures were dismantled 
in the drive led by Additional Deputy 
Magistrate of Brahmanbaria Mohammad 
Shamsuzzaman. 

On August 2, The Daily Star ran 
a report on encroachment of ponds 
in Brahmanbaria town with the 
headline ‘Waterbodies disappearing in 
Brahmanbaria town’.   

Executive Magistrates Mohammad 
Moniruzzaman, Tanima Afrad, Md Jubair 
Hossen, Saffat Ara Sayeed, Proshanto Baidya, 
members of Brahmanbaria Sadar Model 

Police Station and a team of Rapid Action 
Battalion-14 assisted the mobile court. 

Last month, a market with corrugated 
iron sheet structures was built after 
filling up the 76-decimal pond, donated 
by former Zaminder Anando Mohon 
Chowdhury, locally known as Anando 
Babu, for constructing a Hindu temple, by 
an influential family related to a former 
deputy minister of the government. 

According to land records, the pond 
is a donated property. But four brothers 
including Anisur Rahman Anis, Faruk 
Ahmed and Golap Mia -- all from the 
former deputy minister’s family -- claimed 
its ownership. 

Additional Deputy Magistrate 
Mohammad Shamsuzzaman said the 
category of the property was changed 
illegally from pond to homestead a year ago.  

BCL man sued for 
beating newsman
The victim claims he was attacked for 
report on drug dealer’s arrest
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A local journalist was beaten yesterday allegedly as a sequel 
to publication of a report on the arrest of a Chhatra League 
leader with drug. 

The victim Faruk Ahmed, Bancharampur upazila 
correspondent of the daily Manabkantho, filed a written 
complaint with Bancharampur Model Police Station 
regarding the matter.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested Md Rasel, 
organising secretary of Ruposhdi union unit 
Chhatra League and his five cohorts with drugs, and 
the Manabkantho ran a report on it in the August 
20 issue. 

As a sequel to publishing the news item, a group 
of people led by Md Alauddin, general secretary of 
Brahmanbaria’s Bancharampur upazila Chhatra League, 
attacked Faruk at Protapganj Bazar of the upazila and 
injured him severely, Faruk mentioned in the written 
complaint. 

The attackers also broke his camera, he added.
Faruk told The Daily Star that a team of Rab-14 Bhairab 

camp on early Monday detained Ruposhdi union Chhatra 
League leader Md Rasel and his five cohorts with 65 bottles 
of wine from Ruposhdi village. 

“Rab provided this news to us through email and it 
was published by the Manabkantho. I was attacked for 
publishing the report,” he said. 

Contacted, Chhatra League leader Md Alauddin said, 
“We have no knowledge of occurrence of this type of attack 
on anyone.” 

Salahuddin Chowdhury, officer in charge of 
Bancharampur Model Police Station, said necessary 
legal action will be taken after investigating the 
written complaint. 
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