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Mindless garbage 
disposal brings woe 
to townspeople
S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Garbage cans haphazardly placed across Lalmonirhat 
town have become a nuisance for its residents. 

Most of the 80 cans were placed on footpaths some six 
months ago, much to the inconvenience of commuters, 
locals told this paper. 

The bins were never cleaned on a daily basis since 
their instalment, said the locals, while the mayor of the 
city said the situation was a consequence of the ongoing 
movement of the employees of municipalities.  

Several thousand employees of the municipalities 
from across the country are agitating for the third week in 
Dhaka demanding their salaries be paid from state funds. 

Dayal Chandra Roy, who runs a tea stall on the Saptana 
Road in Lalmonirhat town, said his business had been 
down lately as customers hardly could stand at his place 
because of the foul smell oozing out of a garbage can 
placed right beside his stall. 

“Commuters come across the cans every now and then 
while using the sidewalks. The overflowing bins have so 
many negative impacts on health and environment and are 
also an eyesore,” said Mobarak Hossain, a resident of Thana 
Road.

“The mayor or other officials do not feel the impact as 
they travel by cars but we have to walk by these bins,” said 
Mobarak, demanding the bins be managed duly to lessen the 
sufferings.

Sathira Akhter, a student of Lalmonirhat Girls’ High 
School, said one bin have been placed on a footpath 
besides her school building.

“The bin remains full all the time. We get the bad 
smell while sitting inside our classroom,” she told this 
correspondent.

Regarding the residents’ complaints, Fazlul Haque, an 
executive engineer of the Lalmonirhat municipality, said 
the bins were setup following the mayor’s order. “It was 
done to help the residents. The mayor’s decision is the 
final decision,” he said.

The official refused to make further comments on the 
situation.

When contacted, Lalmonirhat Municipality Mayor 
Reazul Islam Rintu said the town dwellers who were 
not using the bins properly. “They do not drop the 
wastes inside the bins and litter instead,” he said.

Regarding the claim that the bins were never cleaned 
regularly, he said, “This is a recent phenomenon. It is 
happening because the workers have gone on a strike.

“I, along with an engineer, will visit the spots and 
address the concerns as soon as the workers’ movement 
is over,” said the mayor.

This photo taken couple of days ago shows a garbage 

can set up in Saptana area in Lalmonirhat town.

One man shame for 
judiciary
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Apparently, the grisly attack was planned to kill Awami 
League President Sheikh Hasina, the then opposition 
leader, and her senior leaders present at a rally in front of 
the party’s central office at the Bangabandhu Avenue.

Before submitting his report, Justice Joynul Abedin had 
talked to reporters about it but did not disclose the identity 
and the motive of the attack that killed 20 and injured over 
300. The judge said he was not at liberty to make them 
public.

However, talking to The Daily Star in 2015, the retired 
Justice claimed that a neighbouring country had wanted 
to create anarchy in efforts to unseat the then BNP-led 
government through the grenade attack.  

That country wanted to establish a puppet government 
in place of the four-party government for its own vested 
interest. It wanted the people to go against the BNP-
Jamaat government following the incident, he said, citing 
“findings” of his inquiry.

He said his findings might have been different had 
the Awami League President and then opposition leader 
Sheikh Hasina and other senior leaders present during the 
incident cooperated with the probe.

The AL had outright rejected the judicial inquiry 
commission and questioned the government’s sincerity to 
probe attack.

The party also did not allow the commission to inspect 
Hasina’s SUV that had whisked her to safety immediately 
after the blasts.

Asked, Justice Abedin told The Daily Star he had found 
evidence that the spy agency of that country had a hand in 
the attack.

He also added that he did not get any “clear” evidence of 
involvement of then BNP-Jamaat government or any other 
officials of the Directorate General of Forces Intelligence, 
National Security Intelligence or Prime Minister’s Office in 
the incident.

Justice Abedin, who was elevated to the Appellate 
Division in August 2006 and retired in December 2009, 
said he still believed his findings were complete and based 
on evidence. 

Meanwhile, some senior investigating CID officials, 
presented a petty criminal, Joj Mia, as one of the attackers.

They had Joj Mia make a confessional statement, in 
which he named several absconding criminals known to 
be hiding in India as his co-conspirators.

The whole story fell apart as the media did not take long 
to find holes in his story.

Further investigation revealed in 2012 that the heinous 
attack was an outcome of conspiracy among militant outfit 
Huji and a section of senior officials of the home ministry, 
police, DGFI, NSI and PMO. Some influential leaders of the 
BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami were also alleged to have been 
involved in the planning, according to the investigation. 
They were indicted in the case and are now facing trial.

Asked about the judicial inquiry commission’s findings 
in the light of those developments, Justice Abedin claimed 
his report was entirely based on evidence collected by the 
commission at the time.

 The commission recorded statements of 123 people, 
including the injured victims and their doctors, AL leaders 
and activists present at the rally, explosives experts, 
journalists, and security men.  

Referring to the ongoing trial process of August 21 
grenade attack case, he said names of the attackers would 
be known after the judgment.

Abedin said he did not name any attackers in his probe. 
“We will have to wait and see who the attackers were,” he 
added.

[This article was originally published in this paper on 
August 21, 2015.]
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in my dreams,” said Joj Mia, who was 
implicated in the sensational August 21 
grenade attack case.

Another such victim, Shaibal Saha 
Partha, is in no better state.

He momentarily loses his grip on 
reality whenever he has flashbacks of the 
physical and mental torture police had 
inflicted on him.

Partha wants to rid himself of those 
memories.

“But I don’t know whether I will be able 
to do it at all. The horrifying memories 
flash through my mind,” he said.

Joj Mia and Partha talked to The Daily 
Star in 2015. 

As part of a plan to save the actual 
culprits of the August 21 grenade 
attack on an Awami League rally in 
the capital in 2004, police arrested Joj 
Mia and Partha, and applied tricks to 
make them admit to crimes they had 
no knowledge of.

Joj Mia capitulated, and with the words 
put in his mouth by police, he made a 
confessional statement to a magistrate 
naming some top criminals in connection 
with the attack that left 24 people dead and 
more than 300 injured.

The then leader of the opposition, 
Awami League President Sheikh 
Hasina, who was addressing the rally, 
survived the attack but suffered injuries 
in her ears.

Joj Mia and Partha were accused 
in the grenade attack case. They were 
later acquitted of the charges after an 
investigation found that several top 
leaders of the then BNP government, some 
government officials and militants were 
involved in the deadly attack.

JOJ MIA
Raiding his Senbagh house in 

Noakhali, police arrested Joj Mia on 
June 10, 2005, as part of a clandestine 
plan to make him a scapegoat in the 
sensational case.

Joj Mia, who was initially clueless about 
the reason behind his arrest, was first taken 
to Senbagh Police Station.

Later, Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID) officials brought him to 
the capital and allegedly tortured him.

“You threw grenades at the Awami 
League rally,” Joj Mia quoted CID official 
Abdur Rashid, the then investigating officer 
in the case, as saying.

Joj Mia, who was 20 when the incident 
took place, said he was surprised at the 
accusation of his involvement in the attack, 
and told the officer that he knew nothing 
about it.

“I was at my Senbagh home on the day 
of the incident. I saw it on television at a tea 
stall,” he said.

Joj Mia was later placed on remand for 
days. “During the remand, CID officials 
tortured me and also lured me into 

confessing to the crime.
“They told me that if I agreed to become 

an approver, I would be sent abroad, and 
they would bear all the expenses of my 
family,” he said.

Police then started giving a small 
amount of money to his mother every 
month. As they stopped it after six months, 
Joj Mia’s family disclosed the whole thing 
to the media, detailing how the CID tried 
to feed the media with a made-up story 
about the attack.

“CID officials threatened to kill me 
in ‘crossfire’ if I refused to follow their 
instructions,” he said.

“I would have preferred to get killed 
in ‘crossfire’ if I had known that they 
were going to make me a scapegoat in 
such a sensational case,” Joj Mia told this 
correspondent over the phone.
PARTHA
Police arrested Partha from his sister’s 
Elephant Road house on August 26, four 
days after the attack, on suspicion of 
sending an email with threats to assassinate 
Hasina.

He was later implicated in two cases -- 
one for giving death threat and the other 
over the grenade attack. On March 15, 
2005, the High Court granted him ad-
interim bail in the cases.

Partha, who just returned home after 
completing MBA from an Indian university, 
went to Hearnet Cyber Cafe on Elephant 
Road to submit his curriculum vitae to 
different organisations for a job a couple of 
days before his arrest.

“Police kept me blindfolded for seven 
consecutive days,” he said.

“I still do not know where they had 
kept me.

“They poured water into my nose and 
mouth time and again. I felt my breathing 
would stop any moment and I would die,” 
said Partha, who now works at a private 
organisation.

Police also lured him into making 
a confession, saying if he admitted 
to his involvement in the grenade 
attack, they would send him to 
a European country and arrange 
citizenship for him.

“I repeatedly told them that I knew 
nothing about it, but they tortured me even 
more.

“I wouldn’t wish such terrible ordeal 
even on my worst enemy,” said Partha.

On August 23, 2004, unknown persons 
sent an email to Bangla daily Prothom 
Alo threatening to assassinate Hasina. 
The CID arrested Partha on suspicion 
four days later.

He was produced before court on August 
30, a day after the CID had filed a case over 
the death threat.

On September 14 that year, Partha was 
shown arrested in the case.

[This article was originally published in 
this paper on August 21, 2015.] 

Dhaka-dwellers join in the fight
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Hossain Zillur Rahman, one of the initiators 
of an anti-mosquito drive in Dhanmondi.

“The government and city corporations 
are working but you have to turn your 
awareness into activity to tackle dengue,” 
added Zillur, Brac chairperson and a public 
health activist.

He and others formed an organisation 
named “Parichhannata 28” that comprises 
house owners living on the old road no. 28 
of Dhanmondi.

Several locals of the area said that they 
sprayed mosquito repellents using fog 
machines and cleaned their localities on 
August 2. They have been regularly doing 
so since then.

They also put up signboards in front 
of under-construction buildings terming 
them as potential danger zones for dengue, 
and urged the authorities to take the 
necessary steps to prevent the breeding of 
Aedes mosquitoes.

“We will all meet in a day or two to 
finalise the detailed action plan to prevent 
mosquitoes in our localities. I will urge 
residents of other roads to take steps as well 
in this regard,” Zillur said.

He said another reason of their coming 
forward to prevent mosquito was the city 
corporation’s irregularity in conducting 
anti-mosquito drives.

Several teams of volunteers from a 
social organisation named Bidyananda 
Foundation have sprayed mosquito 
repellents using fog machines in Pallabi 
and Arambagh areas of Mirpur, and 
adjacent areas of airport railway stations of 
Uttara area in this month.

Salman Khan Yeasmin, manager of the 
foundation’s Dhaka branch, said they took 
the initiative as part of their responsibilities 
towards the society.

He said they are holding the drives 
targeting slum areas.

“We will continue our efforts,” he added.
Churihatta Ekota Shangha, another 

organisation, has conducted anti-mosquito 
drives in Chawkbazar, Churihatta and 
Rahmatganj areas of old Dhaka from 
August 3 to August 10, said president of the 
organisation Ashraf Uddin Shadhin.

Ranjana Rani Roy, leader of the Scout 
unit of Udayan Higher Secondary School, 
said they have been conducting awareness 
programmes since before Eid-ul-Fitr 
celebrated on June 6, to conduct cleaning 
drives in Dhaka University and adjoining 
areas.

She said they are also doing a door-to-
door awareness campaign to make people 
aware about Aedes mosquito and dengue.

Mohammad Mominul Haque, youth 
chief of Bangladesh Red Crescent Society’s 
Dhaka unit, said 80 members of their unit 
have been working at the grassroots level 
from 10 days before Eid-ul-Azha celebrated 

on August 12.
“We have already visited 80 schools, 

many houses and mosques in 20 wards 
of Dhaka South City Corporation to raise 
awareness about Aedes mosquitoes,” he 
said, adding that they will continue this 
work for another month.

Around 170 members of Bangladesh 
Red Crescent Society have been working 
in Dhaka to build social awareness on the 
issue, he said.

Meanwhile, Kazi Wazed Ali, officer-
in charge of Sutrapur Police Station, said 
they have cleaned the police station and 
its premises under the initiative of Dhaka 
Metropolitan police yesterday.

“We also cleaned and destroyed Aedes 
breeding sources at the station and its 
adjoining areas several times before Eid-ul-
Azha,” he said.

City Development Journalists’ Forum 
Bangladesh along with Dhaka South City 
Corporation held a cleanliness programme 
to destroy possible sources Aedes larvae at 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital yesterday.

Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor 
Sayeed Khokon and Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam both 
welcomed the community’s initiatives to 
prevent dengue.

Sayeed Khokon said, “It is difficult for 
the city corporations alone to kill Aedes 
mosquitoes as it breeds on clean, stagnant 
water that can be found anywhere. Everyone 
should come forward to curb the spread of 
dengue fever.”
TWO MORE DIE
Saheb Ali, 45, of Rajbari died while being 
treated for dengue fever in Faridpur 
Medical College Hospital around 9:10pm 
on Monday.

Kamoda Prosad Saha, superintendent 
of Faridpur Medical College Hospital said, 
“Saheb Ali was admitted to the hospital 
around 12:00pm on Monday with dengue 
fever.” 

In Barisal, a school teacher in Barguna’s 
Amtali upazila, died yesterday after being 
diagnosed with dengue at Barishal Sher-E-
Bangla Medical College Hospital. 

She was initially admitted to 
Patuakhali General Hospital on August 
17 and then transferred to Barishal Sher-
E-Bangla Medical College Hospital where 
she died around 12:30am, Dr Shankar 
Prasad Adhikari, Amtali upazila’s health 
officer.

A record 56,379 people have been 
infected with the mosquito-borne disease 
so far this year, according to the Directorate 
General of Health Services.

Of them 6,470 are currently under 
treatment in hospitals across the country.

A total of 1,572 new patients -- 750 in 
Dhaka and the rest outside -- were admitted 
to different hospitals in 24 hours until 
8:00am yesterday, according to the DGHS.


