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Eid rush begins 
with hiccups
Many homegoers suffer due to suspension of launch, 
ferry operations at Shimulia-Kathalbari ghat; trains 
bound for western, northern districts face delay
Tuhin Shubhra Adhikary

Eid holidaymakers heading for south-
eastern and north-western districts endured 
sufferings yesterday due to suspension of 
ferry services at a major terminal and delay 
in some train schedules.

People who took Dhaka-Mawa Highway 
to reach south-western districts suffered the 
most as operation of ferries, launches and 
speed boats on Shimulia-Kathalbari route 
remained halted for hours due to strong 
current in the Padma river.

Bus terminals and railway stations in 
Dhaka were crowded with homebound 
people who were leaving the city to 
celebrate Eid-ul-Azha on August 12 with 

their near and dear ones. 
The home rush, however, is expected 

to intensify today and is likely to reach its 
peak two days before the Eid.

Although the three-day public holiday 
will begin from Sunday (August 11), a 
large number of government and non-
government staffers will leave Dhaka today, 
taking a leave for the only working day on 
Wednesday next week, securing a nine-day 
vacation at a stretch.

Due to the long vacation, homegoers’ 
trips are supposed to be a little comfortable 
this year compared to the last few years, 
said transport operators. But they feared 
that rain, strong currents in rivers and 
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Sporadic protests 
flare up in Kashmir

One protester dies; scores arrested during 
curfew; Pak downgrades ties with India

Agencies

A protester died after being chased by police and more than 100 people 
were arrested during a curfew in Kashmir’s main city after the restive 
region’s autonomy was scrapped by India, officials said yesterday.

The death was confirmed by police after the government passed a 
presidential decree on Monday stripping the Muslim-majority state of its 
longstanding semi-autonomous privileges.

Despite a paralysing curfew imposed to head off unrest, sporadic 
protests have been reported by residents in the main city, Srinagar.
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3 killed in ‘gunfights’
One victim’s family claims he was picked up from 
in front of his house; police say they detained him 
elsewhere with explosives
Star Report

Three men were killed in alleged gunfights 
with law enforcers in Bogura and Jashore 
yesterday. 

In Jashore, the dead was identified as 
Shishir Ghosh, 32, a resident of the town’s 
Sasthitola area.

Shishir’s family, however, has alleged 
that police picked up Shishir from in front 
of his house and killed him just hours later.

Sunil Ghosh, Shishir’s uncle and a local 
journalist, said a team of the detective 
branch (DB) of police picked Shishir up 
from on Tuesday around 8:30pm.

“In the name of recovering arms, they 
took him near a brick kiln in Mahidia area 

and shot him dead. They then left his body 
at the hospital,” Sunil said.

“I had called the DB’s officer-in-charge 
[OC] over phone [after Shishir was taken] 
and he said nothing would happen to 
Shishir and that they just took him for 
questioning. But I later found his dead 
body at the hospital,” Sunil said, adding 
that he would file a murder case in court 
against the police officers.

He wrote a Facebook post in this regard 
yesterday morning and sought attention 
of the government and human rights 
organisations to take action against the law 
enforcers.
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5 high-ups
in race for
the post of
DMP boss
Staff Correspondent

The names of five top 
police officials have already 
surfaced as forerunners to 
the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police commissioner post, 
which will fall vacant on 
August 13.  

The service tenure of 
the existing commissioner 
Asaduzzaman Mia, who 
was appointed to the 
top post of DMP four 
and a half years ago, will 
end. He joined as DMP 
commissioner on January 
7, 2015.  

The officials most 
discussed for the soon-
to-be vacant post are 
Additional Inspector 
General at Police 
Headquarters Chowdhury 
Abdullah Al Mamun and 
Additional IGP and chief 
of Criminal Investigation 
Department Shafiqul 
Islam. 

The ones in the race are 
Additional IG and rector of 
Mirpur Police Staff College 
Sheikh Mohammad Maruf 
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Madrasa Boy Murder

Three students 
confess before 
magistrate 
Our Correspondent, Kushtia

A Chuadanga court has recorded 
statements of three juveniles in connection 
with a case filed over the murder of their 
fellow student Abir Hossain.

Senior Judicial Magistrate Sazedur 
Rahman recorded their statements under 
section 164 of the CrPC on Tuesday night, 
said police.
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Children leaving the capital on their Eid holidays stick their heads out of train carriage windows and wave. The 
photo of the train heading for Rajshahi was taken yesterday at Kamalapur Railway Station.

Fazr
4-20
4-55

Zohr 
12-45
1-15

Asr
5-00
5-15

Maghrib
6-47
6-50

Esha
8-15
8-45

AZAN
JAMAAT

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

PRAYER TIMING AUGUST 8

Fossils of 
giant parrot 
found in NZ
Afp, Wellington

The remains of a 
super-sized parrot 
that stood more than 
half the height of an 
average human and 
roamed the earth 19 
million years ago have 
been discovered in 
New Zealand.

Judging by the size 
of the leg bones, the 
bird would have 
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Sir Abed to
guide future 
strategy 
of Brac
Staff Correspondent

Founder and Chair 
Emeritus of BRAC Sir Fazle 
Hasan Abed yesterday 
in a letter said that after 
stepping down from his role 
as chairman of the non-
government organisation, 
he would now focus on 
guiding the future strategy 
of BRAC. 

“Now, at the age of 83, 
I feel it is the right time for 
me to step down from my 
role as chairperson and 
focus my time on guiding 
the future strategy of 
BRAC,” he said in the open 
letter to his colleagues. 

“Hence, I am retiring from 
my role as the chairperson of 
BRAC Bangladesh and BRAC 
International Governing 
Bodies,” he said. 

“I will continue to come 
to office. However, in the 
coming months, I will 
focus my time on shaping 
the global strategy and 
governance structure of 
BRAC.” 

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2


