
Youth gets 
life term for 
murder
Our Correspondent, 
Thakurgaon

A Panchagarh court on 
Monday sentenced a 
man to life term rigorous 
imprisonment (RI) for 
killing his brother-in-law in 
Tentulia upazila in 2016.

The convict is Mohammad 
Rubel, 30, son of Sharif 
Uddin of Mominpara village 
in the upazila. 

Additional District and 
Sessions Judge Anisur 
Rahman also fined the 
convict Tk 10,000. In 
default, he is to suffer six 
months more in jail. 

Besides, the court 
acquitted two other accused 
in the case as charges 
brought against them could 
not be proved. 

According to the 
prosecution, Rubel married 
Parul Begum, 23, daughter of 
Chiharu of Shatadal cluster 
village, couple of years ago. 

After the marriage, a 
feud developed between 
the two families centring 
various family issues.

As a sequel, Rubel called 
Parul’s younger brother 
Abdul Momin, 20, at 
Tentulia Bazar on August 
22 in 2016 and killed him 
in a nearby sugarcane field 
behind Tentulia Met Office. 

The following day, 
deceased’s mother Romena 
Bewa filed a case with 
Tentulia Police Station 
against three people, 
including Rubel. 
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Buyers see sharp tools at a 
shop in Sylhet city’s Kazir 
Bazar yesterday ahead of 
the Eid-ul-Azha. Inset, 
two blacksmiths make 
such tools at their smithy 
at Mohishkhocha Bazar 
in Aditmari upazila of 
Lalmonirhat.

Blacksmiths pass busy time as 
Eid-ul-Azha nears
Star Country Desk

Blacksmiths are passing busy 
time making sharp tools used for 
slaughtering sacrificial animals and 
processing the meat, as the Eid-ul-
Azha is only a few days away. 

Our Lalmonirhat Correspondent 
reports: A good number of people 
are approaching blacksmiths for 
machetes, choppers, knives and 
other iron-made tools.

Depending on the sizes of 
tools and quality of the iron used, 
machetes are priced between Tk 
300 and Tk 800, butcher knives 
between Tk 200 and Tk 300, small 
knives between Tk 70 and Tk 200 
and cleavers between Tk 300 and 
Tk 500.

Many blacksmiths have stopped 
receiving fresh orders to make 
tools as they are too busy, said Nur 
Islam, 48, a resident of Saptana in 

Lalmonirhat town.
The demand of tools used for 

slaughtering animals sees a sharp 
rise during Eid while many people 
bring damaged tools for repair, 
said several blacksmiths including 
Subodh Kumar Karmakar and 
Suresh Chandra Karmakar at 
Mahishkhocha Bazar in Aditmari 
upazila during this correspondent’s 
visit there yesterday.

Blacksmith Maqbul Hossain, 
56, at Bhelabari Haat in Aditmari 
upazila said usually they earn Tk 
400 to Tk 600 a day but it rises to 
over Tk 1500 ahead of Eid.

Knife sharpeners also get added 
work during this time. They are 
sharpening knives and cleavers for 
Tk 70 to Tk 100 per piece. 

Other items used during 
slaughter of animals – pieces of tree 
trunks, bamboo mats and bags for 

disposal of cattle waste are also in 
high demand.

Citing gradual increase in prices 
of raw materials like iron, charcoal 
and wood as a problem, several 
smiths said facilities like banks 
loans on easy terms would help 
them make and market the tools 
easily. 

Our Sylhet Correspondent adds: 
Blacksmiths are working long hours 
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha as people are 
coming for machetes, choppers, 
knives and other sharp iron-made 
tools.

Considering the size of the 
tool and the quality of the iron, 
a machete is priced between Tk 
500 and Tk 1,200, a butcher’s 
knife between Tk 250 and Tk 
500, a small knife between Tk 
100 and Tk 300 and cleavers 
between Tk 400 and Tk 700 in 

the local markets.
Topkhana, Kazirbazar, Mirabazar 

and Ambarkhana in Sylhet city are 
well-known for smithies while the 
tools are sold at every bazaar of the 
city.

While visiting the blacksmiths at 
Topkhana and Amberkhana area, 
this correspondent found that they 
are passing busy hours.

The sale this year is good 
although the price is higher than 
last year’s, said Anongo Karmakar, a 
blacksmith of Topkhana area.

Several blacksmiths of the area 
said the period before the Eid-ul-
Azha is the only time of the year 
when they do good business.

Blacksmiths demand support 
like soft loan from banks, so that 
they do not have to depend on 
moneylenders who charge high 
interest.  

Man held for 
rape attempt
Our correspondent, Benapole

Police arrested a man 
on charge of attempting 
to rape a physically 
challenged girl in Jashore 
Sadar upazila yesterday. 

The arrestee, Shahinur 
Rahman, 36, a shopkeeper, 
is son of Abdur Rahim 
of Sheikhhati area in the 
upazila. 

Shahinur forcibly took 
the neighbouring 12-year-
old victim to a banana 
orchard around 9:00am 
and tried to rape her, 
Officer in Charge of Jashore 
Kotwali Police Station 
Sheikh Tasim Alam said, 
quoting the case statement.

Hearing her scream, 
villagers rushed to the spot 
but Shahinur managed to 
flee, he said.

Following a case filed by 
the victim’s father with the 
police station, they arrested 
Shahinur from Jashore 
town around 2:00pm.
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