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DISCUSSION
Preventing atrocities against 
women
Organiser: Bangladesh Indigenous 
Women’s Network
Venue: WVA, Dhanmondi 
Time: 10:30am

LECTURE
Memorial speech on Bangabandhu
Venue: Shilpakala Academy 
Time: 5pm

DISCUSSION
Current situation of dengue & our 
responsibilities  
Organiser: Dhaka University & 

Nature Conservation Society  
Venue: Jatiya Press Club
Time: 11am

ACADEMIC SESSION
Graduate & Undergraduate 
University Search Process
Venue: Education USA Bangladesh, 
Baridhara
Time: 3pm

SEMINAR
Awareness on dengue
Organiser: BMA 
Venue: Mugda Medical College & 
Hospital 
Time: 11am

9th Wage Board

HC issues status 
quo on publishing 
gazette notification
Staff Correspondent

The High Court yesterday issued status quo for two months 
on publication of gazette notification on implementing 
the recommendations of 9th wage board for journalists.

The court also issued a rule asking the respondents 
to explain why the unilateral finalisation of the award 
by the 9th wage board without giving the stakeholders 
opportunity to raise objections to the recommendations 
should not be declared illegal.

In the rule, the HC also asked the respondents to show 
cause why sending such recommendations to government 
for the final publication of the gazette notification should 
not be declared without lawful authority.  

The cabinet committee for finalisation of 9th wage board 
award, represented by its convener -- road transport and 
bridges minister, secretaries to the ministries of information 
and labor and employment, and chairman of 9th newspaper 
wage board have been made respondents to the rule.

The HC bench of Justice Obaidul Hassan and Justice 
Mohammad Ali passed the order and issued the rule 
following a writ petition filed by the Newspaper Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh (Noab) -- challenging the 
legality of the 9th wage board and its recommendation.

Following the HC order, the government cannot 
implement the recommendations, Advocate Md Yousuf 
Ali, lawyer for Noab, told The Daily Star.

Contacted, Attorney General Mahbubey Alam said his 
office will move an appeal before the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court against the HC order.

Citing the writ petition, Advocate Yousuf Ali said the 
chairman of 9th wage board finalised the award unilaterally, 
without first publishing a gazette notification complying 
with the provision of Rule 128 of the Bangladesh Labour 
Rules, 2015, enabling stakeholders concerned to submit 
their respective objections, if any.

The award determined by the respondents in absence of 
the petitioner in the process of the wage board is absolutely 
unilateral, mala fide and arbitrary and hence it cannot 
be allowed to be finalised and published in the gazette 
notification without final scrutiny of the HC, he added.     

On July 25 this year, Road Transport and Bridges 
Minister Obaidul Quader said a cabinet committee on 
9th wage board award for newspaper and news agency 
journalists and employees has finalised its report for 
cabinet endorsement, after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
returns to the country.

Quader, who heads the seven-member cabinet 
committee, told newsmen “after the final approval 
[by the cabinet], a gazette will be published” for its 
implementation. 
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TIB places proposal for quality education
Staff Correspondent

Citing 2.28 crore unemployed 
youth in the country, Transparency 
International Bangladesh (TIB) 
yesterday placed a 12-point 
recommendation for ensuring 
quality education.

The anti-corruption watchdog 
claimed that the country’s younger 
generation is failing to outsmart 
the competition in both home and 
abroad due to lack of adequate 
skills and quality training. 

The recommendations titled 
“Tarunner Protyasha: Chai 
Gunogoto Shikkha” (Youth’s 
Aspiration: Quality Education) were 
placed at a human chain  at Teacher-
Student Centre (TSC) premises on 
Dhaka University campus, marking 
International Youth Day to be 
observed on August 12. Students 
from different schools, colleges and 
universities participated.  

Referring to the country’s poor 
quality of higher education according 
to the World Economic Forum, TIB 
Executive Director Iftekharuzzaman 
said that Bangladesh ranks at 

number 84 among 136 countries. 
“The country needs to develop 
vocational education to produce 
educated manpower as per market 
demands,” he said. 

While reading out the 
recommendations, he said that 

specific short, medium, and long-
term national strategy for ensuring 
quality education through active 
participation of experts and youths 
is needed to achieve sustainable 
development goals (SDGs).  

Saying that the education system 

does not meet the needs of modern 
times and remains “unrealistic” 
in many cases, he recommended 
allotting adequate budget, and 
building modern, information-
technology based infrastructure. 

The other points include 
ensuring the youth’s freedom of 
expression and legal right to protest 
against any incongruity in the fields 
of society, politics and economics; 
ensuring active involvement of 
the youth in implementing SDGs; 
taking comprehensive measures 
to increase institutional ability; an 
effective step to establish research-
based communication among 
universities and industrial sectors; 
increasing scope to practice creativity 
and intelligence; significantly 
increasing the budget allocation for 
research and bank loans for young 
entrepreneurs; creating markets 
and self-expression opportunities; 
proper implementation of youth 
development guidelines, and 
ensuring a merit-based recruitment 
process devoid of corruption in 
public and private sectors.

TIB formed a human chain ahead of International Youth Day at Dhaka 
University’s TSC premises yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Irregularities in EC Training

TIB demands resignation of CEC, 
other commissioners
Staff Correspondent

Transparency International Bangladesh yesterday 
demanded immediate resignation of the chief 
election commissioner, four other election 
commissioners and concerned officials of the 
Election Commission (EC), for their alleged 
involvement in irregularities and corruption in the 
name of giving speech and training ahead of the 
national and upazila elections.

The anti-corruption watchdog also demanded 

fair investigation into the allegations and ensuring 
accountability.  

In a statement following a newspaper report in this 
regard, it also expressed deep concern over the alleged 
irregularities and corruption by the CEC, four other 
election commissioners and other officials of EC. 

TIB executive director Iftekharuzzaman said 
such activities by the CEC, election commissioners 
and officials of the constitutional organisation is 
completely immoral and unexpected. 
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‘Have I lied? You be the judge’
Law minister says about statement made at 
UNCAT review meeting
Staff Correspondent

Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday claimed 
that the United Nations Convention 
Against Torture (UNCAT) is satisfied with 
the anti-torture report of Bangladesh.

“I have placed the report, describing 
the present situation and reality, and the 
condition of rule of law in Bangladesh 
before them [review committee of the 
UNCAT in Geneva, Switzerland]. We 
observed that they were satisfied,” he 
said.

The law minister said this while talking 
to reporters after inaugurating a training 
programme as chief guest at Hotel 
InterContinental Dhaka.

On August 4, BNP leader Barrister AM 
Mahbub Uddin Khokon told the media 
that the real situation in Bangladesh does 
no corroborate the recent statement placed 
by the law minister at the review meeting of 
UNCAT in Geneva.

Yesterday, Anisul Huq said the present 
government has ensured the trial of many 
important cases, including war crimes 

committed during the country’s Liberation 
war in 1971, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman murder case, jail killing case, 
10-truck arms haul case and August 21 
grenade attack case.

“In this context, I have said the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina-led government 
has taken all necessary steps to establish 
rule of law in Bangladesh. Have I lied? You 
be the judge,” he said.

The law minister placed an anti-torture 
report on behalf of  Bangladesh for the 
first time before the review committee 
of the UNCAT. The minister led a 
19-member delegation which included  
State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam and senior officials  from different 
ministries, departments and agencies of the 
government to the meeting held on July 30 
and 31.

At the meeting, the minister conveyed to 
the committee that it can count on having 
a credible, willing and engaged partner,  
working at enhanced compliance with its 
Human Rights Treaty  obligations.

Bangladesh-India home 
minister talks start today
Bss, Dhaka

A 16-member Bangladesh delegation, led by Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, left for New Delhi yesterday to attend the 
seventh Bangladesh-India home minister talks, according to a home 
ministry press release.

The delegation will stay there for three days. Different bilateral issues, 
including trans-border security, cross-border trafficking and border 
management issues, are expected to be discussed at the event, which will 
begin at 4pm today.

Asaduzzaman Khan and his Indian counterpart Amit Shah will lead 
their respective sides at the talks, according to home ministry officials.

The sixth round of home minister talks was held in Dhaka last year 
when former Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh led the Indian side.  

Missing journalist 
found in Sunamganj
Our Correspondent, Sylhet

A journalist of private television channel Mohona TV, who 
went missing on Saturday evening from Dhaka, was found 
in Sunamganj Sadar upazila yesterday morning.

FM Mushfiqur Rahman, staff reporter of Mohona TV, 
was found at Gobindapur area in the upazila, Abdullah 
Al Mamun, inspector and acting officer-in-charge of 
Sunamganj Sadar Police Station, said.

Mohona TV’s Sunamganj District Correspondent, 
Kulendu Shekhar Das, said, “After Fajr prayers, some locals 
saw him in front of a mosque in the area.”

Inspector Abdullah Al Mamun said, “After rescuing, he 
was admitted to Sunamganj Sadar Hospital. He could not 
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