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3 ‘robbers’

killed in

his own gang

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

‘ecunfight’

Another shot dead allegedly by

Three suspected robbers were killed in a “gunfight” with

police in Cox’s Bazar early yesterday.

The dead are Ayub, 35, Junayed, 33, and Mehedi Hasan,

32, said police.

Pradip Kumar Das, officer-in-charge of Teknaf Police
Station, said a police team conducted a raid in Nurullaguna
hill area around 3:30am on information that 10 to 15

robbers were preparing to commit robbery

As police reached the area, criminals opened fire, forcing

the law enforcers to retaliate, he claimed.
At one point of the “gunfight”,

declared them dead, he added.

The bodies were sent to Cox's Bazar Sadar Hospital

morgue for autopsy.

Two policemen -- one additional superintendent and
an inspector -- also sustained bullet injuries during the

"gunfight”, he further added.

Police claimed to have recovered seven locally-made
firearms, five sharp weapons and 25 bullets from the spot.
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

police recovered bullet-
hit bodies of Junayed, Mehedi and Ayub. The law enforcers
rushed them to Cox's Bazar Sadar Hospital where doctors

Workers repair the grooves created by the continuous plying of heavy vehicles on Dhaka-Tangail highway at Elenga.
Eid holidaymakers fear there would be a lot of traffic jams and bottlenecks on this highway during the Eid rush.

COMMENTS ON MASHRAFE
Ministry decides
to keep oncologist
in Chattogram

Nurur Havar CHOWDHURY and
AruN BikasH DEy, Chattogram

In public interest, the health

US wants to deploy
missiles in Asia soon

Says Pentagon chief after Washington quits INF treaty,

AFP, Sydney

denies new arms race

ministry has decided to
reinstate a top child cancer
specialist -- one of only three
such experts in the country  §8
-- who was to be transferred
from Chattogram Medical
College Hospital to Rangamati Medical
College Hospital (RmMC).

“We have decided to reinstate him
at CMCH considering public interest,
however, it will take a few days to
complete the procedure,” Zahid Maleque,

minister for health and family welfare,
SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

Washington wants

to quickly deploy new
intermediate-range missiles in Asia, US Defense
Secretary Mark Esper yesterday said in a move
likely to anger China.
The new Pentagon chief said the US was now
free to deploy the weapons following its withdrawal
Friday from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
(INF) treaty with Russia.
“Yes | would like to,” Esper said when asked if
the US was considering deploying new medium-
range conventional weapons in Asia.

“We would like to deploy a capability sooner
rather than later,” Esper told reporters on a plane

said.

capability,” he said.

to Sydney at the start of a week-long tour of Asia.

“I would prefer months...
to take longer than you expect.”

The plan to deploy new missiles in Asia is likely
to anger China which is vying with Washington
for influence in the region, but Esper said Beijing
should not be surprised.

“That should be no surprise because we have
been talking about that for some time now,” he

But these things tend

"And | want to say that 80 percent of their
inventory is INF range systems. So that should
not surprise that we would want to have a like

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

Trees and plants have been razed on a hill inside the country’s oldest reserve forest in
Kaptai upazila of Rangamati.
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Reserve forest being razed
in Rangamati

Authorities do little to stop it

Mostara YOUSUF, Chattogram

Trees and plants on many acres in
one of the country’s oldest reserve
forests, Sita Pahar, have been razed in
Rangamati but the authorities have
virtually done nothing to stop it.

The razing has been going on for
one and a half years at the forest
range adjacent to the Karnaphuli
river and Kaptai National Park.

forest

Visiting the spot on May 15, this
correspondent saw from the Kaptai-
Chattogram road that parts of the
were flattened to make way
for paddy and banana cultivation.
The natural beauty of Kaptai near the
Karnaphuli river was enhanced by
the forest.

The 1,000 acre Sita Pahar is rich
in wildlife and biodiversity, hosting
the fast decreasing Asian elephant,

Hornbill, Jungle Cat and Asiatic wild
dog or Red dog, according to the
forest department. It was declared a
reserve forest in Calcutta gazette in
1883.
This forest is home to 20 types of
aves, including the Alcedines bird,
owl, common hill myna and parrot,
and 12 species of snakes including
Indian cobra, monocellate cobra
SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

Twenty-nine
hajj pilgrims
die in KSA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 29 Bangladeshi hajj
aspirants have died so far
in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Most of the dead were
over 60, while four to
five of them were aged
below that, Muhammad
Magsudur Rahman,
councillor (Hajj-Makkah),
told The Daily Star over
phone yesterday.

Of the 29, 26 were men
and three were women.

One of them died in
a road accident while
another pilgrim died while
falling from a hill at a
religious site in Makkah,
Magsudur said, adding that
most of the elderly died of
cardiac arrests, strokes and
kidney failures.

He further said
Bangladeshi doctors were
providing round-the-
clock health services to all
Bangladeshi hajj aspirants
and have the required stock
of medicines.

One hundred and forty-
five Bangladeshi hajis died

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

PRAYER TIMING AUGUST 4

Fazr Iohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 4-20 1245 500 647 815
JAMAAT 455 115 515 650 @845
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‘Habitable’ super-
Earth found 31
light-yrs away

CNN ONLINE

After completing its first year of observations in
the southern sky, Nasa's Transiting Exoplanet
Survey Satellite has spotted some intriguing new
exoplanets only 31 light-years away from Earth.
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1
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5 held over
rape of teen
RMG worker

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Narayanganj

Narayanganj police yesterday
arrested five people for
raping a woman in Rupganj
upazila of Narayanganj. All
five confessed to the crime,
police said.

On Saturday morning, the
victim, an 18-year old girl
who works at a readymade
garment factory, filed a case
accusing the five youths.

The accused  were
picked up during drives
in  Poshchimpara area
of Pitalganj on the same
day, said Emdadul Haque,
inspector (investigation) of
Rupganj police station.

The arrestees are Rasel
Mian, 21, Ahik Mian, 20,
Shakil Mian, 22, Samchu
Dohai, 27, and Sher Ali, 20.

They  confessed to
their involvement in the

incident during primary
investigation, Emdadul
said, adding, five-day

remands for each would
be sought from court when

they are taken there today.
Quoting the case details,
SEE PAGE 5 COL 6

Man dies
trying to
collect his
VGF card

10 others hurt in the
chaos in Phulpur

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

A VGF (Vulnerable Group
Feeding) card seeker was
killed and 10 others injured
when a chaotic situation
broke out during the
distribution of the cards
and VGF rice vyesterday
afternoon.

The incident took place
at at Phulpur Mohila
Degree College venue in
Mymensingh.

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2
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