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Sports is not good for you 
unless you’re playing it.

Jobs will be aplenty at my new 
town, where everyone is happy 
and the river is clean.

Ostrich with your head in sand, 
can you hear me?

Hats off, my man, because my 
head’s getting sweaty.

Naruto runs, I get it. But are 
you sure Naruto’s having fun? 

See that badge on my chest? 
I bought it from a hawker in 
Farmgate.

Ointments are dangerous if not 
applied properly. 

Never buy soap from an 
ointment dealer.

In time, even the ink stain 
from the exploding ball point 
in your pocket will fade.  

Rare collectibles will be made 
out of the stuff on your desk 
one day, if you play things 
right.

Ointments come in handy at 
unexpected times. 

Be that as it may, the phrase at 
the beginning of this sentence 
really annoys me.

EVENTS

I’ve always loved the news. One of my early memories is watching the news that came on 
in our living room TV with my father, and at one point, I could recognise and name every 
newsreader who’d appear on our favourite channel. Fast forward 18-ish years, news is getting 
harder to consume every day. With the world hurtling toward climate disaster and a wave 
of inexplicably strange, sad incidents happening around us, it makes me wonder, is it worth 
being in the know anymore? Or are we better off turning up the volume on our distractions 
and getting on with life?

To be honest, not being in the know isn’t an option. It’s difficult to relate to bad things 
at the scale they sometimes take place, but it’s important to try. Shutting out the painful 
proceedings around us may seem easy, but doing that would deny us the unique perspec-
tive every person is entitled to in their lives. It’s unfortunate that for a lot of people in our 
generation, this perspective is shaped by frustration, anger, and a sense of hopelessness. 
But if that’s where the arrow of time has struck us, we would do better nursing the wound 
instead of ignoring it.

Just be careful with the news out there. There’s a lot of unreliable sources trying to 
spread information that doesn’t hold up to objective scrutiny. The real news is bad 
enough already, we don’t have time for fake news.

– Azmin Azran, Sub-editor, SHOUT 

ATTIC | The Modern Age 
3rd Space, Dhanmondi 

August 2 
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

ANOTHER COFFEE SHOP 
GIG 1 

L’espresso Coffee, Banani 
August 3 

3:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

OPEN MIC AT JATRA 
BIROTI 

Jatra Biroti, Banani 
August 8 

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

FEAR OF THE 8 O’CLOCK


