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There are those who are wondering why
a Hindu woman was sent at all, because
the group had individuals like Nobel Prize
winner and Yazidi activist Nadia Murad who
has survived unspeakable violence at the
hands of ISIS. True, our communities are not
drawing blood and sparring with each other;
but that has never been the been the point of
contention. There were not many sympathis-
ers of the arson attack on Hindu homes at
Thakurgaon last year or the massive attack
of Hindu neighbourhoods at Nasirnagar in
2016. Both the state and civil society strongly
condemned the assaults, and the scale of
violence at Nasirnagar especially shocked
many. What is being discussed here however,
are the everyday forms of micro-violence and
discrimination that affect our minorities.
Consider the free, unreprimanded use
of ethnic slurs, and stereotypes in the daily
lives of minorities. This can be seen in the
case of renting houses for example. Last year
Star Weekend interviewed people from our
religious minorities about whether they are

turned away by landlords because of their
religion, and they mostly replied in the
affirmative.

“The landlord said that her husband is
extremely religious and had just returned
from performing Umrah. He would not want
to rent their apartment out to Hindus,” one
female interviewee told Star Weekend. The
reporter then called up real estate agents, and
they confirmed that landlords have prefer-
ences regarding the religions of their tenants.

Where communities live, has historically
been divided by religious fault-lines. Dhaka
itself has neighbourhoods predominantly
inhabited by Hindus for centuries. Outside
of Dhaka, in the villages too, the same can
be observed. Choosing a place of residence
based on religion was a common practice
In pre-partition neighbourhoods across the
subcontinent. But 70 years after partition,
landlords asking non-Muslim tenants to go
live with other non-Muslims, is downright
discriminatory. Perpetuating ghettos is no
longer acceptable in a free market system
where every customer is equal.

The reactionary stance taken by the
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Dr Abul Barkat,
in his book
“Deprivation of
Hindu Minority
in Bangladesh:
Living with Vested
Property” found

that the community
had lost 2.6 million
acres of land.

general populace also fails to constructive-

ly critique Saha'’s claims regarding Hindu
outmigration. Her numbers are off the charts,
but it is also true that out-migration by mi-
norities is a big reality.

Census statistics between 1971 to 2013
show the proportion of Hindus in the popu-
lation declined from 13.5 percent (in 1974)
to 8.5 percent (in 2011). The total Hindu
population has been steadily decreasing by
approximately one percentage point for every
population census. A researcher from the
government’s Health Systems and Population
Studies Division and the University of North
Carolina (Chapel Hill) studied population
data of 1989-2016 from the Matlab Health
and Demographic Surveillance System to
find out why Hindus have lower population
growth than Muslims. This database was
established by ICDDR,B in Matlab upazila
of Chandpur, to track the health data of
residents in the area, and covers data from
a period of 50 years, making it a holistic
goldmine for studying demographics. This is
what the researcher found: 54 percent of the
low growth may be related to international
out-migration by Hindus. They also found
that out-migration has been declining over
time.

Besides, calling a population “missing” or
unaccounted for, based on just census data
would be a fallacy. Even if out-migration was
not a defining factor, for the Hindu-Muslim
ratio to remain constant over the years, they
would have had to have equal population
growth; meaning, beyond just having the
same birth and date rates, they would have to
be demographically similar.

Researchers have long documented how
the Vested Property Act was used as a means
to deprive Hindu families of their lands in
post-independence Bangladesh, pinning
that as the major reason for out-migration.
Dr Abul Barkat, in his book “Deprivation
of Hindu Minority in Bangladesh: Liv-
ing with Vested Property” found that the
community had lost 2.6 million acres of
land. In addition, another popular line of
inquiry into Hindu out-migration focuses on
politically-motivated communal violence,
election-time violence.

But social research into the phenomenon
out-migration often ends there. There is little,
if any, discourse on how everyday forms
of discrimination, or micro-violence, can
shape a Hindu person’s idea of what kind
of nation that person wants to be a part of.
Saha'’s reactionaries may want to be a part of
a nation-state that is primarily Muslim with
token model minority citizens—a concept
that wholly clashes with the idea with which
Bangladesh was formed. Do the people want
the same?




