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Established in 2001, BRAC University
(BRACU) is now one of the leading pri-
vate universities in the country. The uni-
versity has four schools, three institutions
and seven departments. Currently, the
university operates 32 academic programs
of which, 16 are undergraduate and the
rest are postgraduate programs.

One of the things that separates BRA-
CU from other private universities is its
Residential Semester (RS), which takes
place at the university's residential cam-
pus located in Savar.

Away from the hassles of this megacity,
the RS program is compulsory for every
undergraduate student at the university.
The students have to spend three months
at the residential campus. The RS curric-
ulum is specially designed to develop the
students’ leadership skills, to help them
understand what it’s like to live away from
their families, and most importantly, to
cultivate their interpersonal abilities that
will allow them to grow up as responsible
citizens.

The RS offers a variety of programs and
activities, much of which, are mandatory
for the students to take part in. But per-
haps the most intriguing and influential
one from the list, is the Social Learning
Lab (SLL).

The SLL program is experiential learn-
ing at its best. It is an exercise where the
students attending the RS are tasked with
the duties of the staff, who work relent-
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AVOID USING FACTS

Going on Google and finding out a bunch of facts about
any socio-political issue is easy. But we don’t do easy: we
strive for challenging paths that test our rigour. Real intel-

lectuals don't need to fact check.

It doesn’t matter if your opponent has specialised
knowledge on the particular subject of debate. What
matters is the realisation that you and solely you, know
the true reality. Citing sources and using facts will only
demonstrate that you need these to win, and that makes
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SHOUT
BRAC University’s SLL: Experiential learning at its finest

lessly behind the scenes at the residential
campus. The students put themselves in
the shoes of these staff members for a day
and experience life from their point of
View.

From running the entire residential
campus as the Campus Superintendent,
or managing resources and purchases as
the accountant, to ensuring that the entire
campus is neat and tidy by taking on
the role of a cleaner, the responsibilities
the students are tasked with vary greatly.
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Some will have to cut the grass, some get
to wash bed sheets at the laundry and
some take on the responsibility of prepar-
ing lunch as cooks.

Early in the morning on the day of the
exercise, the students are briefed on their
tasks for the day from the supervisors or
the staff members themselves. Then, they
get to work, as faculty members monitor
them. They are all on the clock as each
work has to be finished in due time.

Most of the students take on these
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you sound stupid and incompetent. You must hammer on
what you believe to be true and validate your stances time
and time again until their willpower to go on is successful-
ly demolished. This makes you look like a more confident

person online and helps you win the debate.

INTIMIDATE THEM

Personal attacks and insults are the more accomplished

I CANT. THIS
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SOMEONE 1S WRONG
ON THE INTERNET.

roles without prior experience. The guy
trying to cook a meal, most likely never
went near a kitchen. The ones assigned to
maintain the cleanliness of the campus
have perhaps never held brooms. Even

if they did, they did so for themselves at
home and not for such a large group of
people or at such a large area. But that's
the point of this program. These students
will not be judged on how good the meal
is or how clean the fields look. They are
observed by the faculty members to see
the efforts they put in and the dedication
they show. After all, the biggest and most
important takeaway from this is not only
the fun and experience, but also the les-
son of empathy.

The SLL program helps students to un-
derstand that no job is easy to do. In spite
of being told so over the years, having
experienced how difficult such jobs can
be, students will be able to relate to the
hard labour and pain the staff have to go
through just to make sure that everything
functions in a proper and timely man-
ner. It can be easily assumed that these
students will think twice before looking
down upon any profession.

Overall, BRACU's effort to deliver the
valuable lesson of empathy to its pupils
is quite admirable. It is hoped that this
program will allow these young souls to
have a better understanding of the people
around them. Such experiential programs
can be undertaken in many other fields
of our education which will surely have a
huge impact the way we learn.

HOW TO SOUND SMART WHILE ARGUING ONLINE

ARE You COMING To RED?

to say. As dissecting their points takes a lot of time and ef-
fort, it's advisable to take the smarter way and change what

they meant completely.

For example, if someone says something like, “The lives
of the poor matter.” Make sure to reply to that with, ‘No,
ALL lives matter.’

This is especially useful in cases where you might not
! be well-informed about what people are discussing in the

comment section. It can be painful to hold your opinions
back and not indulge in the satisfying online debate that's
happening. The simple solution is to straw man. It doesn't
only make you sound smart and capable but also leads

I people to wonder just how you can fit so much informa-
tion in that brain of yours.
THE ART OF BLOCKING

Sometimes, we must resort to the unfortunate event of

)U

blocking an individual. Be aware, you must be quick while
carrying out this task. Explain your stances and immedi-
ately block your rival before they've a chance to go at their

ways of winning an argument online. It might be tempting
to use logic to refute something your opponent comments,
but don't give into this repulsive idea. The plan is to attack
them as much as possible, about everything you can think
of: some cringe worthy picture of them from 2012 you
found after 2 hours of stalking, their age, or even their
music taste. Spare them little mercy so that they leave the
battlefield and you effectively win the debate.

STRAW MAN ARGUMENTS

Now, the idea of straw man arguments can be scary at first
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because it requires a lot of skill to employ such tactics. To
straw man means to argue with a distorted version of what
your opponent says instead of what they're actually trying

keyboard. The satisfaction from this particular activity can
be greater than winning the argument itself.

Most importantly, this establishes your superiority in
the battlefield because you'll now have the last word.

In conclusion, following these steps will ensure your
victory in every online debate you engage in. You might
be excluded from every social gathering ever, but that's
only because they fear that you'll decimate them with your
superior debating skills. You can now sleep easy knowing
that you're better than everyone else.



