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One of the recurring themes of Bangladesh’s World Cup campaign has been the disappointing performance of the one batsman most fans would have been looking at to
set the biggest stage alight for the Tigers. Tamim Iqbal averaged 57.06 between the 2015 and 2019 World Cups, but on the biggest stage, he managed 235 runs at an average
of 29.37 from eight games. A player who takes great pride in performance and the legacy he will leave behind in Bangladesh cricket, the meagre returns frustrated Tamim

throughout the event, even though it was his most successful World Cup in terms of runs scored. Yesterday, as the Tigers prepared to make their way back from the UK,
Tamim spoke to The Daily Star’s Sakeb Subhan about his disappointment and the need to move past it. The following are excerpts of the interview:

The Daily Star (TDS): Are you disappointed with your
performance in the World Cup?

Tamim Igbal (TI): Yes, very disappointed. In the sense
that, after what happened in 2015, | have been preparing
myself for 2019. In these four years I've had a lot of
success. And then, even in Ireland I did really well. But |
think that as soon as the World Cup started, I took a lot
of pressure on myself. Just thinking that I don’t go back
to 2015 again. It is very easy for anyone who reads this

to come and ask me why are you thinking like this, you
have scored so many runs. But only I know what is going
on inside. My nightmare was going back to 2015, what
happened in 2015, how I suffered and my family suffered.
TDS: By that you mean the outside pressure after

you dropped a catch against England and also some
inconsistency with the bat?

TI: The outburst that happened was very new for me then.
I couldn’t handle it at that time. And then how the family
suffered, and all of that. I knew very well that the World
Cup is a tournament that makes even those who do not
follow cricket start following; that's how big the event is.
I think that is what killed me at the beginning. I took a
lot of pressure on myself; I wanted to prove a point... not
prove a point, | wanted to do really well.

And in these four years, the success I got, I never tried

to prove to anyone, | just went there, batted and things
happened. But here, I put so much pressure on myself to
succeed that it hampered me. I was actually looking to
get a score in the first two games. That's very important
for me. The 62 I scored |against Australial, if | could have
scored that in the first two games, it could have been

a different thing mentally. I think that is why I find it
disappointing. The trolling, the criticism is part of my life.
I need to accept it. I think that I have dealt with it much
better than I did in 2015. What bothered me was myself. |
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lost to myself.

TDS: What bothered you more, that you couldn’t score
runs or the pressure you put on yourself?

TI: I took a lot of pressure to score runs. I had to score...
I had to score. If you try too hard to do something, it
doesn’t happen. I really am not someone who has a

bad tournament and will then come and give excuses,
but actually I was very unlucky in this tournament.
There were three to four dismissals where I couldn’t

He can ball with the new ball, he can chip in a few overs

in the middle or even at the death -- India pacer Jasprit
Bumrah has been a revolution for his side in the ongoing
ICCWorld Cup. The right-arm pacer was once again
instrumental for his side with the ball against Sri Lanka
yesterday as the 25-year-old ended with figures of three
for 37 from his ten overs, which included two maidens.
Courtesy of Bumrah's brilliant performance, India managed
to restrict Sri Lanka to 264 for seven in 50 overs and ebb
towards yet another win.

do anything. The Cottrell runout, the three chop-ons.

It had nothing to do with my technique. There were
one or two dismissals which I regret... England and
New Zealand. The first game [against South Africa] was
a very good delivery, the last game [against Pakistan]
was a good delivery. Surprisingly, though I didn't

score runs, I actually batted really well. It wasn't as if

I was being beaten or struggling. Whenever [ batted,
everybody thought - myself included - that this is the
day probably. I went there and played a couple of nice
shots and then it just happened. The good thing is [
don't take the past innings with me when [ am batting.
| started panicking more because | was getting out
after one mistake. I actually lost patience with myself.
I wondered what the hell is happening. I talked to Neil
and he said you cannot do anything. After the first two
games | went to [batting coach| Neil [McKenzie| and
said ‘let’s shoot my batting and see if there is anything
technical’. Then he told me ‘I wish [ could tell you
something’, there was nothing. He said "it's basically
the same, you've done this’

There are two positives from this. One was the
processes that got me success, the way I batted and the
processes | did before the game, | did exactly the same.

In such situations, there will be people giving you all
kind of advice: ‘Go and attack’, if this is not working you
should bat like this or that" That is the worst possible
thing I could have done. Because after not scoring in two
matches, if [ went down the wicket to the first ball, or
swung my bat around and then got out, then that would
have the worst possible thing, The best thing I did was

I never changed. I batted exactly the same way when I
scored a lot runs and when I didn't score a lot runs - from
game 1 to game 8 - | batted the same way.

TDS: When you say the same way, do you mean the
changed Tamim who aims to bat till the 40th over?

TI: The aim is to bat deep. Sometimes, with the way I
start... I will take time when I start the innings. When I
am batting on 40 or 50, | make up the time I took. I have
a lot of confidence in myself, the team, the coaching staff
have a lot of confidence in me. It's not like I have done it
for 10 games; I have done it for 50 games. Unfortunately |
never got to that stage in this World Cup. People will say
that there are a lot of ifs and buts, but it does not bother
me because I know what [ was trying to do. The other
positive is that in my bad times, if I am averaging 30, I am
pretty happy.

TDS: A lot of criticism has come because of your changed
role, from swashbuckler to someone who bats all the way
through.

TI: My role also has changed and, though it is a World
Cup, I batted exactly the same way for the last five years.
The way I batted actually helped the team to win. It
doesn’t bother me what people think. Changing myself
because some people think a certain way is the worst
possible thing I could do. What I do is not easy. My point
is, if something has worked for me for a number of years,

SABER HossaiN CHOWDHURY

I went to Lords to watch our match against
Pakistan, hoping that we could repeat our win
of 1999 (that too as an ICC Associate Member)
in our very first World Cup after failing to
qualify in the previous five. Legendary names
adorned the Pakistan Team 20 years ago in
Northampton - Saeed Anwar, Shaheed Afridi,
Ijaj Ahmed, Inzamanul Hug, Moin Khan,
Wasim Akram, Waqar Yunus, Shoaib Akhter,
Saglain Mushtaq and against all odds we won.
ICC Full Membership and Test status was
secured the following year.

20 years on, Bangladesh is taking part in its
sixth World Cup and expectations were that we
would qualify for the semifinals after a top-four
finish and might even then make it to the final.

Our World Cup dreams and aspirations have
however yet again been jolted and sobered
by reality. We have now finished our 2019
campaign winning three matches (against the
bottom three teams) and losing all five against
the top five on the table. On reflection, the
wash-out match involving Sri Lanka could well
be a point won.

Other than Shakib Al Hasan, who is head
and shoulders above all his teammates and one
of the great all-rounders of the game (he alone
has scored more than a quarter of Bangladesh’s
total runs in this World Cup, not to mention
the 11 wickets), Mustafizur Rahman proving
effective in the death overs and Musfiqur
Rahim contributing some runs, this has been
a very poor World Cup. Our fielding has been
embarrassingly amateurish and is perhaps at an
all-time low.
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why should I change it? The people who understand
cricket will understand what I went through and the
people who don’t understand cricket, will always criticise.
And I am completely fine with it; I think I have come out
of that space in 2015. There were high expectations, for
me too, because | took myself to that level. It hurts a lot,

but I need to come out of it.

TDS: You say that you have lost to yourself but also that
the frustrations did not hamper you in the middle. Where

did it affect you?

TI: It didn't affect me when | was batting. It affected

me before the game - two days before the game. When
playing a match, what you're doing in the middle 1s
important but there are other important things. How
mentally relaxed you are a day before, how positively you
are thinking, all this adds to your batting. If you are not
in a good mental space when you are going out to bat, it
sometimes definitely hurts you and definitely affects your
game. | took a lot of pressure to perform. It was not about
social media or people writing about me, it was me who

was the problem.

TDS: Did the dropped catch of Rohit Sharma add to the

Bangladesh cricket -- will
there be accountability?

Our fans have been let down and we have
not done justice to cricket potential. Coming
out of Lords after the game, it was so very
painful to see the despair in the faces of our
loyal supporters.

Hope is the last to die and we cannot afford
to lose hope. The next World Cup in India is
in 2023 and we have four years to plan and
get things right. There is thus time enough but
much to do.

Accountability starts at the top and as we
all know, is difficult to establish and yet so
very easy to lose. The current leadership of the
Bangladesh Cricket Board has effectively been

in place for a decade and have been
responsible for no fewer than three
World Cup campaigns.

They have regrettably not been
able to deliver despite having all the
support from the government and
in particular Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. They have had access to
massive financial resources and a total
and complete free hand in running
Bangladesh cricket.

Instead we hear whispering
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pressure?

TI: The catch drop didn’t bother me either. I dropped
the catch and felt bad for a couple of overs and I was up
and running in two overs' time. | was going into the hot
position to field. I was cheering when wickets were falling.
| was probably the first one to go to Mustafizur when he

took five wickets. Dropped catches are part of cricket. It

was an important catch, [ understand. A lot of criticism
came after the dropped catch. Going forward, I will be

taking a lot of good catches and I will also be dropping

catches.

TDS: With three wins out of eight matches, how would
you rate Bangladesh's performance?

TI: I thought it was a disappointing performance. We
definitely had our moments and our chances. I could
answer that question by saying that it was a very positive
tournament, we pushed the best teams to the limit, but
[ think that we as a team have come out of that position.
Just playing well is not our target. Playing well and
winning games is our target. If you think in that way, we

are number seven. If South Africa win we become number

of woeful umpiring standards, outcome of
matches at lower tiers in particular being
predetermined, domestic cricket not being
given the focus and priority. Rumors of a few
business houses virtually owning or controlling
votes of most the clubs so that elections are a
forgone conclusion. Some influential board
members have also apparently intertwined their
personal and commercial interests with affairs
of the board.

Conflict of interest, transparency and
governance issues must thus be addressed going
forward.

Keeping 2023 in mind, we need to identify
and analyse lessons learned -- what has worked
well over the past six World Cups and what
could work better. Critically important is
strategising a new nucleus for the team -- some
of our senior players will understandably not be
at their peak four years from now.

We need to have strike bowlers who can
pick up wickets in the early overs, a "heavy
hitter” batsman for the last 10 overs, a solid
opening pair to get our batting going and last
but not least, our team must be outstanding in
fielding. Right coaches have to be identified to
achieve these.

If we are to be evolve into a top-ranking team,
we have to look at winning matches away from
the home comfort zone and for this a long and
hard look at our domestic pitches is called for.

[ have always viewed cricket as a platform
for national unity and as a medium to help
us transition from an independent country
to a fortified nation. For Bangladesh, cricket
thus cannot be viewed just as another sport
and when it comes to interest, it is as national
as it gets.

Calls for accountability are not always
regarded in the right spirit. In this instance
though, at aftermath of our elimination from
the World Cup, I am hopeful given that the
current president of BCB and a parliamentary
colleague of mine, is from the corporate
sector wherein when the president and/or his
team repeatedly fails to perform, they accept
responsibility and resign.

Saber Hossain Chowdhury, MP is a former

president of Bangladesh Cricket Board. @saberhc

eight. So you cannot say it was a great campaign.
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INDIA-SRI LANKA
SCOREBOARD

SRI LANKA

Karunaratne ¢ Dhoni

b Bumrah

Perera ¢ Dhoni b Bumrah
Fernando ¢ Dhoni

b Pandya

Mendis st Dhoni b Jadeja
Mathews ¢ Sharma

b Bumrah

Thirimanne ¢ Jadeja

b Yadav

De Silva not out

Perera ¢ Pandya b Kumar 23
Udana not out 11
Extras; (b-4, Ib-2, nb-1, w-8) 15
Total: (For 7 wkts in
50 overs)

R/B

10117
18/14

20121
313

113/128

33/68
29136

264

4s/6s

2/0
3/0

4/0
0/0

10/2

0/0
0/0

Fall of wickets: 1-17, 2-40), 3-53, 4-55, 5-179,

6-253, 7-260.

Bowler 0
Kumar 10
Bumrah 10
Pandya 10
Jadeja 10
Yadav 10
INDIA

Rahul c Kusal b Malinga
Rohit c Mathews b Rajitha
Kohli not out

Pant lbw b Udana 4/4
Pandya not out 714
Extras: (Ib-1, w-5) 6
Total: (For 3 wktsin 43.3 overs) 265
Fall of wickets: 1-189, 2-244, 3-253.
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73

37

30

40

38

R/B
111/118
103/%4
EETEY

Eﬂﬂ”ﬂ;

Bowler 0 M R
Malinga 10 1 a2
Rajitha 8 0 47
Udana 93 0 30
Thisara 10 0 34

Dhananjaya 6 0 51
Result: India won by 7 wickets.
Player-of-the-match: Rohit Sharma

W
]
3
1
1
]

4s/6s
111
14/2
30
1/0
1/0

Tl — [ TR




