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A section of workers on strike at Ayeshabagh Tea Garden in Moulvibazar’s Barlekha upazila yesterday.

AYESHABAGH TEA (GARDEN IN MOULVIBAZAR
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Tea workers continue strike
for basic needs

Our CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Around 250 to 300 tea workers of at least 90
indigenous families continued their strike
for the second consecutive day vyesterday,
demanding most basic needs such as safe
drinking water, sanitary toilet facilities and
schooling for their children at Ayeshabagh Tea
Garden in Moulvibazar's Barlekha upazila.

The tea garden is located in an isolated

area, 85 kilometres away from the town of

Moulvibazar.

Living on a Tk 99-wage and 0.5-kg ration of
rice or flour each day and staying in shanties
scattered all over the hilly garden area, the workers
are urging intervention of the government in
realising their seven-point demand.

Their other demands include permission to
cultivate rice and vegetables on unused land
in the tea garden and keep goats or cattle and
plant trees around their dwellings,

They are also demanding payment of festival
bonus that remained unpaid for years.
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The indigenous workers are deprived of

for humans, thanks to the negligence of the
authorities concerned, said Ajit Bunarji, president
of the tea garden’s panchayat committee,

In the absence of adequate sanitary toilets,
the workers most of the time defecate out in
jungles, resulting in spread of diarrhoea and
other waterborne diseases, he added.

Tea worker Suman Karmakar said the worker
families living inside Ayeshabagh Tea Garden

g

do not get any healthcare, education or other
basic services provided by the government.

Mina Bauri, an elderly tea worker, said only
five or six of their children now agree to walk three
kilometres in the hilly area to reach the closest
school, Pallarthal Government Primary School.

“I'm losing interest in school since it's too
hard for me to walk this long every day,” said
fourth grader Moni Karmakar Kharia.

Apu Nayek, general secretary of Cha Bagan
Panchayat Committee, said the tea workers

with facilities necessary

placed the demands with the tea garden
authorities back in 2014. Since those demands
still remain unrealised, they decided to go on
an indefinite strike on Friday.

“We hope that the government will intervene
to ensure that our demands are met |by the tea
garden authorities|,” he also said.

Mizanur Rahman, manager of the garden,
said, the workers’ demands were being looked
into and discussed with the management.

Kilns of illegal
charcoal
factory
demolished

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A mobile court yesterday
demolished 20 kilns of an
illegal charcoal producing
factory in Mirzapur upazila
of Tangail.

Executive Magistrate Md
Mainul Islam, also assistant
commissioner (Land)
in Mirzapur, along with
police launched the drive
at Gaitabetil village under
Bashtoil union.

Before the demolition,
Fire Service and Civil
Defense men doused the
fire of the furnaces of the
factories by spraying water.

The court also fined
factory owner Mozibor
Rahman Tk 95000.

Some influential
people produce charcoal
by burning logs illegally,
harming the environment
and causing health hazards
for locals as the kilns emit
black smoke, locals said.

Logs, allegedly stolen
from the forests in
Mirzapur are burnt in the
illegal charcoal factories,
they alleged.

“Earlier, we demolished
58 kilns of illegal charcoal
factories at different
places in the upazila. We
will continue drives to
remove all illegal charcoal
factories in the upazila,”
Magistrate Mainul told this
correspondent,

UP member
hacked dead

OQur CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

A union parishad (UP)
member was hacked to
death by criminals in Kasba
upazila on Friday night.

Deceased Md Shakwat
Hossain alias Jashim, 40,
son of Golam Mostofa, was
member of Ward No 1 of
Mehari UP.

Shakwat's daughter Zeny
Akhter said her father went
out of home after receiving a
phone call on Friday evening,

Police rescued injured
Jashim from a classroom
of Jamuna Government
Primary School in a pool
of blood and he was sent
to Cumilla Medical College
Hospital where doctors
declared him dead, she said.

Assistant Superintendent
of Police Abdul Karim said
Jashim might have been
killed over establishing
supremacy in the area.

Jamuna devours houses,
croplands in Tangail

Flood control dyke along Mahadeo river in Netrakona collapsed
within 5 months of construction

Our CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

Erosion by the Jamuna has taken a
serious turn in Bhuapur upazila as
the river sees a sudden rise in water
level due to onrush of water from the
upstream in the last one month.

Due to the sudden erosion many
dwelling houses as well as a vast tract
of croplands at different villages under
Govindsi, Gabsara and Arjuna unions
in the upazila were devoured within a
few weeks.

The worst affected wvillages are
Khanurbari, Kostapara and Bhalkutia
under Govindasi union as over 100
dwelling houses and a vast tract of
croplands were devoured by the river
in the last few days.

The erosion affected people have
taken shelter on different roads and
other’s houses.

Meanwhile, demanding steps
to protect their villages from the
dreadful erosion the affected people,
living alongside the river, formed a
human chain at Kostapara village on
Friday.

Several hundred riverside
people, carrying placards inscribed
with different slogans, took part in
the rally.

Locals alleged that illegal
extraction of sand from different
places along the river using powerful
dredgers is one of the main reasons
behind the erosion.
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Local influential people, having
political clout, extracting sand from
the river and sell those from over a
dozen sand landing stations within
eight kilometre areas stretching
from Bangabandhu Bridge East
Cantonment area to Govindasi Ghat
area, they added.

Last year, erosion by the Jamuna
devoured numerous dwellings and
a vast tract of croplands at Arjuna,
Bharua, Kuthir Boira, Jagatpura, Tarai
and Balarampur villages in Bhuapur
upazila and Corilabari and Beltia
village under Gohaliabari union in
adjacent Kalihati upazila.

Abdul Mazid of Kostapara village
said over 100 dwellings and a vast tract
of croplands at three villages under
Govindasi union were devoured by
the river in the last one week.

Although the swelling river has
been devouring houses, croplands,
rural markets, schools, madrasas
and other establishments for the last
eight years, no step has been taken to
protect the areas, he said.

Tangail WDB Executive Engineer
Sirajul Islam said CGeo bags should
have been dumped in the affected
areas, but they could not do it due to
shortage of Geo bags.

Away in Netrakona, a newly
constructed embankment along
the Mohadeo river in Kalmakanda
upazila collapsed within five months

of its construction, affecting hundreds
of families of at least 25 villages
under different unions, reports our
Mymensingh correspondent.

Water Development Board (WDB)
built the 285-metre-long embankment
recently at a cost of Tk 17 lakh.

Netrakona WDB. Sub Assistant
Engineer Ibrahim Khalilullah said the
construction work of the dyke was
conducted on an emergency basis
as there was no scope to start a fresh
project to rise of water level in the
river.

“We are taking preparation to
build a 300-metre embankment in
Chikontop and Baruakona areas
in the coming dry season with an
estimated cost of Tk one crore”
Engineer Khalilullah said, adding that
the dam will be built with concrete
blocks and guide walls.

Contractor Fazlur Rahman, who got
the work order, said the embankment
collapsed due to strong current and
the recent flash flood.

Refuting the allegation of
substandard work, the contractor said
he completed the work as per the
work schedule using bamboo, logs

and sand bags.
Mentionable, about 3,000
families under Rongchhati,

Kharnoi and Lengura unions in the
upazila have been affected in the
recent flash flood.

Part of the collapsed embankment along

the Mahadeo river in Chikontop area of
Netrakona’s Kalmakanda upazila. Inset,
affected people form a human chain along the
Jamuna river at Kostapara village in Tangail’'s
Bhuapur upazila on Friday.
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Heat, water scarcity
killing shrimps in

Bagerhat

Experts advise deeper enclosures with sheds above

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

improve the situation.

Thousands of shrimp farmers in five
upazilas of Bagerhat are counting heavy
losses as shrimps are dying in numbers due
to high water temperatures and salinity in

shrimp enclosures.

Receding water level due to poor
rainfall this rainy season is the primary
reason behind the rise in temperature
and salinity in the enclosures in Mongla,
Rampal, Kachua, Chitalmari, Morrelganj
Sadar

and

upazilas, the

speculated.

Carp fish farmers in the region said they
are also facing the same problem.

Shrimp farmers in the affected upazilas
may not reach their production target this
vear if the situation does not improve
soon, said officials at fisheries department

in Bagerhat.

Babul Sheikh, a shrimp enclosure owner
in Kalmibuniya village under Badhal union
of Kachua upazila, said he spent Tk 4 lakh
on shrimp larvae for his enclosure on 12

bighas of land.

His investment is at risk now as a
large number of shrimps are dying in his
enclosure where level of water is falling and
its temperature and salinity are rising.

Water temperatures in surrounding
canals and waterbodies -- also suffering
from shortage of water -- also rose
significantly, resulting in the deaths of
carp fish, he said, adding that drawing
in the hot water from those sources
into the shrimp enclosures does not

Shrimp farmer Balaram from Kurmani
village in Chitalmari upazila said it cost
him Tk 2 lakh to release over 20,000
shrimp larvae and carp fish in his
enclosure. But many of the shrimps and
fish are dying as water in the drying
enclosure has heated up.

Businessman Gopal Das from Sangdia
village in Kachua upazila said near about
8 lakh shrimps have died due to high heat
this season in his enclosure on 35 bighas

farmers
of land.
Dr Khan Kamal Uddin Ahmed, chief
scientific officer at Bagerhat Shrimp

Research Centre, said the impact of climate
change has started to become visible. “The
temperature is the main reason behind
the deaths of the shrimps. We even got 39
degrees Celsius temperature in a pond in
Bagerhat this season.”

He also said the shrimp farmers in the
district now need to change their cultivation
techniques, which has been flawed for long.
The shrimp enclosures need to be deeper
and there should be sheds above.

Bagerhat District Fisheries Officer
(Acting) Amal Kanti Roy said tolerant
temperature for shrimp is between 27
and 28 degrees Celsius and the level of
water in enclosures need to be three to
four feet high.

Water temperature in the enclosures is
rising this season when the water level is
falling to one to two feet, resulting in the

deaths of shrimps, he added.
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A few of the shrimps that died in a shrimp enclosure in PHOTO:
Bagerhat recently. I SHAR.
TRETea! T TP
reETTa e
BIFl G ifEB e et
(CTSE TG [qofe
Oy, =T FTH N5 W& 0, 9491, BIF-dooo
AT 72-90-99 ((ETSETATHT-HH-8)/559% wIfEs 08-09-205a{3
oM Siffees/ e (el
203%-20%0 Y YT “ANFTE AfFCATT ARA-2000", “ TS AfFCAAG (FCHG) HEA-
Jo0b” @F [fg-¢y a2 RS ARFCITT (FTTHTET) A2, WHY CMONIF GIFT @G
sffeirea fafog o9 ¢ It (Tae R SEIFE ¢ SWEHS S99 el a8 aEEeEe @oa
fosma e /Marmears o g ¢ TefEHE sne afewerrg Tem afevrmg o
Zre =il o =€ AT=Ts 7 SIE ST qI05s
. EERILENEE] g | “FHIg Ee |
2. A g | BT UGG e, B |
o, efeefa aaba g | AR CorIIC, T Afer |
8. sfeefar ool @ g | erEey =R |
e. sfFeae aabibg @@ g | B
b, WA SEaIa ST ¢ | foemm sifFigle/Aammead |
9. | oRFERR mE 3 | Afas wao@ o (LTM) |
b, | JEE GIR AT T 3 | ATH IMHBT AESF ¢ GRANS 8 MAFT GR I 8
ST ol 2w |
5., | AV GET R S B | ¢ | 09-09-2055R: IO dbr-09-20d5[: R WREH BErENT
iy ofw o (eremeie), fGunf, wiery wfew
(fCaafe swawas =4+, ¢ &, T T-¢ov) |
So. | WIAWANE TN WA (9 | § | ¥d-09-0d6: WY @ S0 wHEE Wy o
wifge s A=y (cereareTa D), fCwafs, srar'a srfem (Ruafr Awames s,
¢ TH[, FW M-¢09)-& TAFE INH T W FACO (A |
fréifae sifirea A3 &9 SEwT#a SEEErTT 203 71 |
3y, | SitEwenE azEdar SeoE | ¢ | eH-dfee  SheeE  ((ereeHieTe)-ad  seE, g
e e TS (FH Te-¢ 09, ¢F T, ©b, ¥RIF ST TF ST
A, TN, BT |
3, | WitaweeiE cAfeng wifad, FNE | ¢ | 2d-09-2085f:  wfEd @t Seoo  whwr R
S B (Ceremets) «ag FfEy, Tanfy Awawes o9, ¢¥ e,
T T-¢ow, B (AEFFFEIA T, aF F6 THfEe
ATF) |
vo. | WaeEE  @rrel (e | 3 | (F) B sefieem/Atiee ofem o ave e Ge
FiereE oY @&FE CiEee I (<) S @En W ABRFEs; () Erv SEF
Fifed| FET TENAT T AW AT (9) TEW AeF FEreH AT Yo
WWfeTe AR WA (W) #TF BIF (39-09-0553 *fE T[T EorD): (¥)
AT YT FACS ZA) Ty ARvaea et Wi Fe/amEEe FAbEEs; (5)
o} (2) < afes 2f€; (2) % 3 (43) T2 (& (@ FAFSiE
ALET AL TS do (W) 7F BIHT W1 9T ufes 4¢
ol @ e FE TWT AMFEs; (W) Qniasis/me
“AfsEm/arered [Forl/feaarg e Sfiwed WEar FEeE &
& afewe o i ¢ crme (Fifem, AmeeE, apfes
g ) e T Sfewe (@Eeelfd ey wfEee
SZETAMT 209 1) |
38, | S Fefwe e g | . 9 € FoT RN |
o, RSS9 @l |
s, SRS B9 i |
3¢, | AW FAEA T g | ¢oo.00 (AH*T) Bl (STFASCAT) |
Yo, | Pamie el s | ¢,oo0.00 (46 ZEE) TR @I 9T ¢% EID
(STFTSTArTT) |
39, | SIeeIg® BamE 74 [ g | 300000 (A2 T@E) B @GR 99 ¢% o
(STETSTALT) |
3 g FETF (I T PG DS T (I AR &2 A1 A& FA ST HEHT FE |
TZW (SIfRE ST
faf quoe ool
Tol-ifere IR ((SrSHATTT)
AT *TF
BT GGG <ifem, s
(FH- 5983930, TEuaf-333¢¢
-3 55 E-mail: dedevelopment@dmp.gov.bd




