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Tigers save their worst for the last
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hander top-scored with 64 and that saw him
make it back to the top of the tournament’s run-
scorers’ list. He also became the only batsman
after Sachin Tendulkar in 2003 to have seven
50-plus scores in a World Cup. Having finished
on 606 runs, he is also the third batsman in
World Cup history -- after Tendulkar and
Matthew Hayden -- to go past the 600-run mark
in a single edition of the mega event.

Mustafizur Rahman also picked up his
second five-wicket haul on the trot, which
shot him up to second in the tournament's
wicket-takers’ list, but that he gave away
75 runs while doing so spoke volumes of
Bangladesh’s plight in this tournament -- a
bowling and fielding unit that has just not
been up to scratch.

In chase of a total that seemed manageable,
especially after Bangladesh had cantered
past West Indies’ 321 in Taunton on June 17,
the disheartening aspect was the lack of fight
displayed by the Tigers in the chase. Tamim
Igbal’s underwhelming World Cup met a tame
end when a brilliant off-cutter from Shaheen
Shah Afridi in the 11th over snuck through his
defence and disturbed the furniture, dismissing
Bangladesh’s leading run-scorer for eight off
21 balls. Soumya had departed earlier, hitting
Mohammad Amir straight to point in the sixth
over. That it was not going to be Bangladesh’s
day was evident when Mushfiqur Rahim -- the
other man in form -- inside-edged a Wahab
Riaz delivery onto his stumps in the 18th over
to leave the score on 78 for three.

Shakib persisted, seemingly batting on a

different wicket than his teammates, and put
on 58 for the fourth wicket with Liton Das, but
Liton’s second soft dismissal in a row, check-
driving Afridi to cover, was followed swiftly by
Shakib’s dismissal, caught behind off the same
bowler in the 33rd over.

With their talisman back in the hut and
the score reading 154 for five, the fight had
left the Tigers completely. Mahmudullah
Riyad, coming back into the side after missing
the match against India because of a calf
muscle tear, scored 29 as Mosaddek Hossain
and Mohammad Saifuddin came and went.
Mahmudullah was eighth out to Afridi, who
completed a five-wicket haul with a swinging
yorker that bowled Mahmudullah off his toes.
Mashrafe came in and gave the crowd something
to cheer about with sixes off Shadab Khan and
Afridi, but was stumped off the former in the
44th over. Afridi then did not waste any time,
bowling Mustafizur with a vorker to end up
with figures of six for 35 -- Pakistan’s best
individual figures in a World Cup.

Earlier, Pakistan’s innings was based around
a 157-run  second-wicket stand between
centurion Imam-ul-Haq and Babar Azam.
Babar, however, was given two lives in successive
overs. Mosaddek Hossain dropped him off
Mustafizur at point in the 26th over when the
batsman was on 57 and then Mushfiqur Rahim
failed to get a glove to an edge in the following
over off Mosaddek’s bowling.

Instead of halting a threatening partnership
that was yet not past the century mark after
seven overs and leading up to Babar's life had
produced just 24 runs, Bangladesh conceded

43 runs in the five overs following Mosaddek’s
miss. Mohammad Saifuddin was taken for
two boundaries in the 32nd over but he broke
through with the last ball, trapping Babar in
front for 98-ball 96.

Imam then picked up the pace and reached
his seventh ODI century off 99 balls, but was
out to a freak dismissal off his next ball, when
he stepped on to the stumps while flicking
Mustafizur off his hips to be out hit-wicket in
the 42nd over.

The score was then on 246 for three and
Mehedi Hasan Miraz -- the only Bangladesh
bowler to make use of the slow conditions and
keep a lid on the scoring -- made it 248 for four
in the next over by getting Mohammad Hafeez
caught at deep square leg.

Mehedi ended with figures of one for
30 from 10 overs -- no one else other than
Shakib conceded runs at less than six an over.
Mustafizur dismissed Haris Sohail to bring up
his 100th ODI wicket in his 54th match.

In the 48th over, he surprised everyone and
perhaps even himself when he took a brilliant
catch, diving to his left and plucking the ball
one handed inches off the pitch, to dismiss
Shadab Khan off his own bowling.

Like he had done against India, Mustafizur
took two wickets in the last over, dismissing
Imad Wasim -- whose 26-ball 43 gave Pakistan
the late-overs momentum -- and Mohammad
Amir.

Like against India, however, it proved to be
too little too late as Bangladesh’s fielding and
bowling in the early stages cost them one last
time.

Refusing to quit
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last month.

In March last year, the 32-year-old lyricist
wrote and composed the theme song about
Kushtia titled "Bondhu bolo kon zilati sangskritir
rajdhani”. The song was composed for branding
the district and highlighting its uniqueness.

As a visually impaired person, he had
to endure an ordeal in a country where the
differently abled people go through difficulties
and hardship.

Sujon lost his eyesight at the age of one and a
half years due to sickness. His parents took him
to doctors and tried all that they could to cure
him, but in vain.

Witnessing his passionate interest in music,
his mother took him to a music teacher.

While studying in eighth grade, he formed a
music group called “Hindol Shilpi Goshti” It
started performing in stage shows in different
districts.

Sujon also took part in talent hunt
competitions on radio and television channels.

During his college days, he received 19 awards
for recitations and rendition of songs. He later

won several other awards for his works in the
fields of poetry and music.

The accolades include Jatiya Shikkha Saptah
Puroshkar, Close-up Confidence Award, ATN
Bangla Shapla-Saluk Puroshkar and Islamic
Foundation Shishu Kishore Puroshkar

“I could not have achieved success without
the inspiration from a special person. It is none
other than my mother,” said Sujan, adding that
she sacrificed so much for his success.

He is also thankful to his wife for supporting
him in his endeavours.

He showered his colleagues with praise. “I'm
really pleased to have such wonderful colleagues.
They all are very cooperative and supportive.”

Sujan is among the 14 people from the
Shilpakala Academy offices across the country
who has been awarded “Creative Cultural Officer
Award” for 2018.

He hoped this award would help him on his
way to future success.

Sujan is now a role model for many young
people who are trying hard to reach their goals,
said Md Ashraf Uddin Nazu, executive member
of Kushtia Shilpakala Academy.

Bangladeshi killed
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risks as clashes intensify nearby, IOM said.

The Tripoli-based government, which is
recognised by the UN, blamed the attack on
forces associated with General Khalifa Haftar,
whose Libyan National Army has been waging
an offensive against rival militias in the capital
of the war-torn North African country since
April, according to an AP report.

According to IOM, the ongoing conflict in the
Libyan capital has forced nearly 100,000 Libyans
to flee their homes.

"We are doing all we can to help. IOM and
UNHCR have dispatched medical teams, while
a wider UN inter-agency team awaits clearance
to visit the area. We remind all parties to this
conflict that civilians must not be targets and
must be protected under both International
Refugee Law and International Human Rights
Law.”

The UNHCR with partners that include IOM
has relocated more than 1,500 refugees from
detention centres near combat to safer areas.

Separately, in 2019, 10M’s Voluntary
Humanitarian Return operations have assisted

in the departure of more than 5,000 vulnerable
individuals, including Bangladeshis, returning
to their countries in Asia and Africa.

“We urgently call on the international
community to provide humanitarian corridors
for migrants and refugees to be evacuated out
of Libya,” said IOM and UNHCR in a joint
statement.

According to officials of Bangladesh Embassy
in Libya, there are some 20,000 Bangladeshis in
Libya. Many have tried to cross the Mediterranean
Sea to reach Europe.

In May, some 40 Bangladeshis were feared
dead in the sea as their Europe-bound boat
capsized.

On June 18, 64 Bangladeshis and some other
nationals were rescued from the sea some 25km
off the Tunisian coast of Zargis. At least 52 of
them have been repatriated so far.

Some 500 Bangladeshis, who were either
rescued from the Europe-bound ships in the sea
or were stranded in Libya due to civil war, had
been repatriated from the country since 2018,
said ASM Ashraful Islam, labour counsellor of
Bangladesh Embassy in Libya.

Hasina, Xi for quick solution
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the representatives of the two countries will
work together. They'll also use their goodwill on
Myanmar,” Shahidul said.

The PM told the Chinese president that the
Rohingyas did not want to go back to Myanmar
as they were afraid of a recurrence of persecution
there.

In response, Xi Jinping said there is a very
slim possibility of a recurrence of such incidents
as there is international attention on it.

The president said his country would
try as much as possible in this regard as
both Bangladesh and Myanmar are its close
friends. China treats the two friends equally,
he added.

Talking about the projects being implemented
with Chinese assistance in Bangladesh, Hasina
said during the Chinese president’s visit to
Bangladesh in 2016, 27 agreements and Molls
were signed between the two countries to
implement a number of projects.

She put emphasis on expediting project
implementation.

The PM requested the Chinese president to
ease the terms and condition of loan agreements
for timely disbursement of fund to expedite the
project implementation.

Xi Jinping said he would take proper measures
in this regard.

About trade and investment, the PM said
Chinese companies should invest in Bangladesh
with a buyback facility to ease the big trade
imbalance against Bangladesh.

Hasina said Chinese entrepreneurs can invest
in economic zones as her government was setting
up 100 economic zones across the country.

The Chinese president said they were aware
about it and would make all efforts to reduce
the trade imbalance. He said they encourage
Chinese investors to invest in Bangladesh.

The Chinese side discussed the trade gap
issue very rationally rather than arguing that

there were not enough products to be imported
from Bangladesh to reduce the trade gap, said
the foreign secretary.

The PM sought Chinese assistance for
implementing the Delta Plan 2100 and
setting up a Climate Adaptation Centre, and
implementation of Teesta River Comprehensive
Management and Restoration project.

The Chinese leader assured that they would
help Bangladesh set up the Climate Adaptation
Centre and consider extending Chinese
assistance for Teesta River Comprehensive
Management and Restoration Project.

Highly appreciating Bangladesh's GDP
growth, Xi Jinping said both countries could
learn from each other’s development.

Both the sides gave importance to the
Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar (BCIM)
Economic Corridor, saying that the initiative
would have to be revived working together with
India.

Later, the PM joined a banquet hosted by the
Chinese president at the same venue.

CPC TO HELP RESOLVE ROHINGYA CRISIS
The Communist Party of China (CPC) yesterday
said it would contact the top Myanmar leaders
to amicably solve the Rohingya crisis and start
the repatriation as soon as possible.

CPC Minister for International Affairs Song
Tao gave the assurance when he met PM Hasina
at Diaoyutai State Guest House in Beijing.

“We'll contact Myanmar political leaders,
including Aung San Suu Kyi, to solve the
Rohingya problem amicably and so that the
repatriation of the first batch of the Rohingyas
starts as soon as possible,” he said.

PM's speechwriter Md Nazrul Islam briefed
reporters after the meeting,

Bangladesh is currently hosting more than
1.2 million Rohingyas. Most of them fled their
homeland in Myanmar’s Rakhine State after
the military had launched a brutal offensive
targeting the ethnic minority in August 2017.

Dutch startup
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The car, created by Dutch startup Lightyear,

has a charging port to plug into a charger. But
the solar panels can charge the Lightyear One's
batteries at a rate of about 7.5 miles of charge
every hour. That's slow compared to plugging it
in. Still, if you parked it outside your office on

a sunny day, it could soak up enough power to
drive 60 miles, which is more than most people
drive on a typical day.

“In the summer in the Netherlands, you
probably won't have to charge for about two
months,” said Lightyear CEO Lex Hoefsloot,
“and that's with average driving.”

The company was founded in 2016 by
several members of Eindhoven University of
Technology’s team that won the Bridgestone
World Solar Challenge, a competition for solar-
powered cars. If it reaches production, Lightyear
One will be the company’s first car.

The batteries hold enough energy for 450
miles of driving, the company says. The solar
panels will work even when the car is moving,
meaning that as you're going down the highway
— assuming you're traveling in the daytime —
the sun's energy will replenish at least some of
the power you're using. On a long drive, help
from the sun could add as much as 50 miles to
a fully charged battery.

Govt does
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was providing a lot of subsidies in this sector.

Otherwise, the government will have to
count more subsidies, he said, calling upon all
to accept the decision.

Responding to another query over the PM’s
China visit, he said, "We will knock at the door
of those who will come forward with investment
for the development of our country.”

Quader said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and Chinese President Xi Jinping were putting
emphasis on the Rohingya issue.

“Mounting pressure on Myanmar over the
Rohingya issue is very important and they
[China] have given us their assurance of putting
pressure on Myanmar to repatriate its nationals
with due dignity,” he said.

Referring to the BNP's reaction to a Pabna
court’s verdict on the attack on a train carrying
the then opposition leader Sheikh Hasina,
Quader said, "BNP terms court verdicts
fabricated whenever the judgements go
against the party. It is nothing new. They speak
according to their tradition and always try to
shift blame on the government.”

About BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia's stay at
hospital, he said, “It is the matter of the court
whether she [Khaleda] will be staying in the
hospital or in the jail.”

“She [Khaleda| did not seek release from jail
on parole, If she had done it, we could have
talks held over the issue,” he said.

“After all, she needs to stay healthy first. She
will stay at the hospital until she recovers fully,”
the AL leader added.

Ershad
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[Ershad| is doing better than before. His
breathing issues have been slightly eased but he
is yet to get out of danger.

“Ershad is still on life support. His breathing
has improved after he was put on artificial
ventilation.”

Ershad, the 89-year-old former military
dictator who is now the main opposition leader
in national parliament, have been undergoing
treatment at Combined Military Hospital in
Dhaka since June 26.

He has been on oxygen support since Sunday
and placed on life support on Thursday.

According to Quader, doctors conducted a
dialysis on Ershad on Thursday night to remove
excess water from his body.

“Ershad received 28 bags of blood in the last
seven days. Of those, eight bags were given in
last eight hours,” he said.

Quader also said that the record of Ershad’s
medical history was sent to doctors in
Singapore and they advised not to move him
anywhere in his present physical condition.

The doctors at CMH Dhaka are doing
everything they can to ensure proper treatment
to Ershad, Quader added.

Ershad was admitted to the hospital with low
haemoglobin, high bilirubin, liver problems,
severe knee pain and other old age complications.

Earlier on January 20, Ershad flew to
Singapore’s National University Hospital for
treatment and returned on February 4.

Another madrasa
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Station Mohammad Rasheduzzaman said
the accused called the student to her room
around 10:00am and attempted to rape her.

Hearing screams, other students rushed
to the spot and rescued the victim, the OC
said.

Later, locals caught him and handed
him over to police, OC Rashed said.

The girl’s father lodged a case with the
police station, the OC also said.

Meanwhile, mother of a minor filed
a case on Thursday accusing a man of
raping her daughter in the district's Madan
upazila.

Officer-in-charge of Madan Police
Station Romizul Haque said Anju Mia
raped the girl four months ago and
threatened to kill her if she disclosed the
matter to anyone.

The girl recently fell sick and explained
everything to her aunt, the OC said,
adding that she was taken to Netrakona
General Hospital where doctors found her
pregnant.

We are trying to arrest the perpetrator, the
OC added.

NARAYANGAN] MADRASA

PRINCIPAL SUED

Two cases were filed yesterday against Al-
Amin, principal of Baitul Huda Cadet
Madrasa, for his alleged involvement in
raping around a dozen female students
since 2018.

A guardian of one of the victims filed
a case against Al-Amin under the Women
and Children Repression Prevention Act
while Rab sued him under the Digital

Security Act.

Alep Uddin, senior assistant director of
Rab-11, said investigated the allegation and
found that the principal raped 10 to 12 girls
since 2018 and tried to violate many others.

They also found pornographies in his
cellphone and his personal computer.

Rab will produce Al-Amin before court
today with a 10-day remand plea, he added.

When his wife was not at home or the
madrasa was closed, he used to intimidate
the girls with threats of beating, giving poor
marks in exams, and outright failing them
to make them go to his house, the Rab
official said.

During primary interrogation, he
confessed that he had raped and sexually
harassed girls, the official added.

MINOR RAPED AT

DHANMONDI HOSPITAL

Police on Thursday arrested a canteen
staffer of a private hospital in the capital on
charge of raping a minor girl.

Mosharof Hossain, sub-inspector of
Dhanmondi Police Station, said the girl
went to the hospital with her mother, who
is also a staffer of the hospital.

As the girl was loitering around the
canteen around 3:30pm, the 17-year-old
boy lured her with his mobile phone and
took her to the power generator room
where he raped the girl, the SI said.

The girl was taken to the One-Stop
Crisis Centre at Dhaka Medical College
where she is undergoing treatment,
police said.

Later, victim's mother filed a case with
Dhanmondi Police Station, the SI added.

Iran threatens retaliation
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United States ignored their pleas and pulled
out of a pact between Iran and world powers
that gave Tehran access to global trade in
return for curbs on its nuclear programme.

Over the past two months, Washington
has sharply tightened sanctions against
Tehran with the aim of halting its oil
exports altogether. The moves have largely
driven Iran from mainstream markets and
forced it to find unconventional ways to
sell crude.

The confrontation took on a military
dimension in recent weeks, with
Washington accusing Iran of attacking
ships in the Gulf and Iran shooting down
a US drone. President Donald Trump
ordered, then cancelled, retaliatory strikes.

With nuclear diplomacy at the heart of
the crisis, Iran announced this week it had
amassed more fissile material than allowed
under its deal, and said it would purify
uranium to a higher degree than permitted
from July 7.

The Grace 1 was impounded in the
British territory on the southern tip of Spain
after sailing the long way around Africa
from the Middle East to the mouth of the
Mediterranean, a route that demonstrates
the unusual steps Iran appears to be taking
to try to keep some exports flowing.

The Gibraltar spokesman said the
28-member crew, who have remained on
board the supertanker, were mainly Indians
with some Pakistanis and Ukrainians.
Police and customs officials remained
on board the vessel to carry out their
investigation, but the Royal Marines were
no longer present.

While the European Union has not
followed the United States in imposing

broad sanctions against Iran, it has had
measures in place since 2011 that prohibit
sales of oil to Syria.

Gibraltar said on Thursday it had
reasonable grounds to believe the Grace 1 was
carrying crude oil to the Baniyas refinery in
Syria. It made no mention of the ownership
of the vessel or the origin of its cargo.

Shipping experts say it may have been
avoiding the more direct route through
the Suez Canal, where a big tanker would
typically be required to unload part of its
cargo into a pipeline to cross, potentially
exposing It to seizure.

If officials in Gibraltar have not fully
established the nature of the cargo or the
final destination, they could in the coming
days ask a court for permission to hold the
vessel for longer.

BMW boss
Krueger to step
down in 2020

AFP, Berlin

German car giant BMW vyesterday said
its boss Harald Krueger would not seek
another term when his current office runs
out next April.

“The Supervisory Board will address the
matter of succession in its next meeting on
18 July 2019," said the group in a statement,

Krueger, 53, had been under pressure
over criticism that he has not moved swiftly
enough in steering the group through the
shift from combustion to electric engines,
according to German media.
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