MUSING

Honesty ona
lightrope

“What a stupid world”
—  Calvin and Hobbes (March 16,

1987)

Calvin was probably right. We now live in
a time where people still believe that the
world is flat and that vaccines are a hoax.

No matter how much it irks you, you
cannot dismiss the other person’s reality or
their unshakeable faith on it. They speak
honestly (well, according to their own
views), with logic, and yet, sound so ab-
surd. Their truth is so beyond our compre-
hension that it is not even legit humour.

If you are one who is okay with being
completely idealistic, you probably are
a level-headed and straightforward
individual. In situations where things are
a mess, you acknowledge that things are
not going your way. But if you are being
insensitive, you end up being a miserable
douche like Dr House.

Being brutally honest does have its
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benefits. People tend to rely on your
word and your opinion. It gives you a
boost of confidence because you are
never really concerned about inconse-
quential factors and tend to speak your
mind. You basically are what Donald
Trump is to Republicans.

On the other side of the coin, there
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is such a thing as too much honesty. These
days, being straightforward can get you into
a lot of trouble. People might mistake that
honesty for rudeness. Everyone would prob-
ably think you are stubborn. Consequently,
you will be left with fewer friends and end
up spending your time making and sharing
somewhat funny memes.

It's only natural for you, as a forthright
individual, to expect the same from everyone
else. It becomes difficult to digest that not
everyone can give you their honest opinion
or that one might even tell you only what you
need to hear, even ifiitis a lie.

Generations after generations, honesty has
been glorified. But times have changed, and
now, we face ethical dilemmas. You need to
lie and give compliments to make yourself ap-
pear less heartless. Not everyone can handle
the bitter truth. It makes you wonder how a
generation who grew up watching South Park
and Family Guy ended up being so sensitive.

Face it, honesty is not all rainbows and

unicorns. Imagine telling your sister that her
makeup looks ridiculous after she has spent
hours getting dressed. Would you remain
unharmed? Just tell her she looks amazing
and save yourself,

Having such a candid and frank nature, you
are a serious threat to yourself and a liability
when it comes to planning surprise parties,
keeping secrets and covering for your friends.
You could easily lie your way out of a situation,
but you had to be honest and now you are
grounded for an entire month with no friends.

You are also home alone on the week-
ends, relating to Dr House because you are
a buzzkill. In other words, your honesty can
sometimes be the stupidest trait. What a stu-
pid world, where we have to balance honesty
and stupidity on a tightrope. Sometimes, it
is easier to tell a white lie and save yourself
from the embarrassment and trouble.
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Photo: Collected

"New refers to New pack

Hair Fall |
Rescue \ )[
'.

SHAMPOO

Care

FOF LUERK MARLPRAONE TO H

naurshes from rectd
mm.mhrﬂﬂhrﬂmg"

[ Naurishes and gves up i
100% smoothness " and contros Iz

' ‘\- <¥ All new Dove, for an all new you.
With unbeatable damage repair:

Enwmnmenfﬂ»

Defence

3

t-rl:h"l“"H v dabow Fies Fairfrom
<zt Tretal damagd ind poliution
I___

*Damage repair refers to signs of surface damage. Based on lab test on hair breakage and smoothness evaluation on Dove system vs shampoo and conditioner brands having at least 3% Volume Market Share (source: Nielsen FY 2018).
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