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College girl
loses battle
for life

16 of a family burnt
in microbus explosion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

She was set ablaze in
Narsingdi 13 days ago

STAR REPORT

After battling for life for

13 days, a college girl,
allegedly set on fire by her
cousin in Narsingdi district
town on June 13, died at
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) early
yesterday.

The deceased is Phulon
Barman, 22, daughter
of Shital Barman, of the
district town's Birpur area.

Phulon’s father told
The Daily Star that a group
of youths waylaid her
while she was returning
home from a shop around
8:45pm on the day.

They took her to an
abandoned place, poured
kerosene on her and set her
afire.

Hearing screams,
locals rescued and took
her to Narsingdi General
Hospital. She was shifted to
DMCH the same night as
her condition deteriorated.

Partha Shankar Paul,

resident surgeon of the
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Assistant

Sub-Inspector

Sixteen people of a family, including three children,
sustained burn injuries after an explosion in a microbus
on Chattogram-Cox's Bazar highway at Patiya upazila of
Chattogram on Monday night.

The incident took place near Patiya bus stand around
10:30pm, shortly after the microbus refuelled on its way to
Chandanish from the port city, said relatives of the victims.
Mohammed Alauddin of
Chattogram Medical College Hospital (CMCH) Police
Outpost told The Daily Star, “Some 16 injured were admitted
to CMCH Burn and Plastic Surgery Unit around midnight.”

“Seeing off my nephew at Shah Amanat International
Airport, they were coming to Chandanish,” Shahidul
Alam, a relative of the victims, told this paper at CMCH.

“The driver of the microbus refilled the CNG cylinder
after arriving at Patiya upazila, and shortly after, the
passengers complained to the driver that it was getting hot
inside the vehicle,” said Shahidul.

Tofayel, another relative, said, “The passengers told us
fire suddenly came from the AC's chambers, soon after
refilling the gas cylinder.”

“We have taken four of our relatives to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital's burnt unit from CMCH, " Tofayel added.

Shahidul added that the driver of the microbus could
not be found since the incident.

Ripon Kumar Malakar, sub-officer of Patiya Fire Service
Station, told this correspondent, “We found nine people
at the spot, rescued them and sent them to the hospital.
Observing the microbus, it seems that the explosion was
caused by a cylinder blast.”

Akhtar Hosen, SI of Patiya Police Station, however, said,
“They were burnt due to the AC compressor blast. If the gas
cylinder exploded, the victims would have died.”

After the incident, police drove the microbus from the
spot and parked it on Patiya Police Station premises, he said.

=

R — " e ——

T

DELUGED IN DOWNPOUR... Vehicles and rickshaws slog through knee-deep
water on Sylhet-Sunamganj road after yesterday’s rain submerged many streets
in the city. Inset, despite the continuous drizzle, these two spirited students, one
of them barefoot, share a laugh while walking in rain. The photos were taken

around 3pm from Pathantula of Subidbazar area.
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Reforestation initiative
launched in Kutupalong

refugee camp

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Energy and Environment Technical
Working Group (EETWG), comprised of
LIN agencies and NGOs, yesterday launched
reforestation activities in Kutupalong
refugee camp of Ukhia, Cox's Bazar.

This year, members of the group will
complete the activities across 500 acres
inside the camp.

The area that hosts what is now the
world’s largest and most densely populated
refugee camp was a forest with diverse flora
and fauna prior to the arrival of 745,000
people fleeing Myanmar in 2017 and 2018.

“Thereforestation, which 20 UN agencies
and NGOs alongside the Government of
Bangladesh and refugees themselves are
doing, will rejuvenate the area and restore
the land and habitat,” said Todd Wofchuck,
EETWG coordinator.

The reforestation will also stabilise
the vulnerable land to mitigate risks of
landslides and flooding, which can cut off
people from vital services during heavy
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rain. It will also restore the riparian area,
improve the vegetation cover, reduce surface
water pollution and increase groundwater
recharge.

Indigenous species of wvegetation are
being planted to help restore the damaged
environment and conserve the endangered
species in the region. A mixed vegetation
approach will be used, which includes
planting of long rooted grass, leguminous
seeds, tree seedlings, and bamboo.

The initiative is part of a holistic
programme being run by UN agencies in
the camp. First, deforestation was halted by
addressing the demand for cooking fuel by
providing liquified petroleum gas (LPG).

Gas stoves have been distributed to
families, which has greatly reduced the
number of trees being cut down to use for
fuel.

Government partners from RRRC and
Bangladesh Forestry department, Cox’s
Bazar along with other representatives
from WFP, TUCN, FAO and UNHCR were
present during the programme.
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Bangladesh Municipal Development Fund (BMDF)

Grameen Bank Bhaban, Level-13, Mirpur-2, Dhaka-1216
(A registered company under the Ministry of Finance)
Phone-8022875, 9022932, Fax-8016239, E-mail: md@bmdf.gov.bd, Web: www.bmdf.gov.bd

Memo No. BMDF/S-39(part-2)/2019/

Bangladesh Municipal Development Fund (EMDF).
Governance and Services Project (MGSP) (BMDF part):

Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) for
Supervision Engineer

The Govemment of Bangladesh (GoB), with the financial assistance of the World Bank has been implementing Municipal

Governance and Services Project (MGSP) for improving infrastructure, reducing poverty, and conserving environment of the urban
places by strengthening institutional capacity of City Corporations and Paurashavas called Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) through

BMDF invites Expression of Interest (Eol) for hiring the following individual consultants under Project Management Unit, Municipal

Date: 26 June 2019

Name of the Post: Supervision Engineer, Number of Post: 04 Nos., Duration: 12 months

energetic and physically fit for travelling frequently.
Scope of Work:

carry out the following tasks:
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and proposed mitigating measures.

outcomes and key performance indicators.
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Qualification and Experience: The Consultant should have the following minimum qualifications and experience:

Sihe will have at least a BSc in Civil Engineering or Diploma in Civil Engineering with at least second class or
“Cumulative Grade Point Average” (CGPA) equivalent. Candidates having 3rd class or CGPA equivalent score in
their academic career will not be considered. For BSc Engineering degree, S/he must have at least 5 years of
relevant experience of which 3 years experience at field level. For Diploma Engineering Degree, Sthe must have at
least 15 years of relevant experience of which 10 years experiences at field level. Prior work with ULBs would be a
distinct advantage. Sfhe must be able to work effectively within a multi-disciplinary team. The candidate should be

The Construction Supervision Engineer shall be responsible for undertaking supervision works. He is expected fo
provide technical assistance to the BMDF-PMU and ULBs in identifying implementation issues and recommending
solutions on matters relating to technical or engineering aspects of the assigned subprojects. He/She is expected to

Review scope of work and specifications, verify and report physical accomplishments of subprojects.
Supervise, verify, and issue recommendation for payment of bills of Civil’'WS works at ULB level.
Review and recommend vanation orders as and when required.

Based on the above assessments, prepare and submit to the Project Manager the detailed maonthly
progress reports, presenting the physical and financial implementation progress of the subproject;
identifying implementation issues, constraints and impacts as well as remedial measures underiaken;

Inspect safety of the works, property, and personnel at the construction site.

Assist and work with Social Safeguards Specialist and Environmental Specialist to monitor and
implementation of social and environmental safeguards instruments (i.e., EMP, SMP, RAP, elc.).
Work with the M&E specialist and architect in generating sub-project information related to project

Conduct periodic field inspections/visits to determine physical progress; identify key technical issues;
recommend measures to address these issues; and discuss these with ULBs and confractors.

Interested applicants may obtain the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the abovementioned positions from the website of BMDF
(hitp:/fwww.bmdf.gov.bd) or collect on request through email fo ps@bmdf.gov.bd.

The Expression of Interest (detailed CV with expected remuneration) must be submitted to BMDF Office on or befaore 11 July, 2019
within 04:00pm. Eols received after the deadline of submission will not be considered for short listing.
The consultants will be selected using the process of individual consultant selection as per the World Bank's Consultants

Guidelines 2011.
Special instructions: The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Eols without assigning any reason
whatsoever.

Syed Hasinur Rahman
GD-1151 Managing Director

‘Govt knows forest dept is corrupt’

Says environmentalist Syeda Rizwana Hasan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yesterday
urged the government to formulate
a new act for conservation of the
country’s forest resources as the
existing law is vague and nearly a
century old.

Forest is the most important asset
for Bangladesh, which is highly
susceptible to disasters like cyclone
and flood. The new act will help keep
this asset safe from grabbers and make
the government accountable, they
said.

Association for Land Reform
and Development (ALRD), a non-
government organisation, arranged
the discussion on forest act at Jatiya
Press Club in the capital.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan,
chief executive of Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Association
(Bela), said the present act was

formulated back in 1927 and it has
no guideline for forest conservation,

which is frustrating.

Besides, the act did not describe
what will be the responsibility of
the relevant government officials,
including forest department, in
terms of conservation. Therefore,
replacement of the wvague act is

necessary, she said.

The noted environmental activist
and lawyer also said the government
1s in a complex situation regarding
forest management due to corruption

and irregularities of the forest
department.
A new trend has emerged

nowadays -- if land is required for
any development activities, the
government simply allocates forest
lands, Rizwana said.

“The government knows its forest
department is inefficient, non-
transparent and corrupt. So, it goes

after forest land whenever it needs
land,” she added.

Sanjeeb Drong, general secretary of
Bangladesh Adivasi Forum, said true
development will take place only if
the country’s forests, rivers and other
natural resources are protected.

He urged the government not to
build commercial structures, like
restaurants and hotels in the name
of establishing eco-tourism spots in
natural forests.

Speaking at the event, Chakma
Circle Chief Raja Debashish Roy alleged
that the ethnic minority communities
who live in forests are often “harassed”
by cases which are mostly vague and
based on silly matters.

He demanded that the government
stop this unfair practice immediately:.

ALRD Executive Director Shamsul
Huda and Justice Mohammed
Nizamul Hug, among others, also
spoke on the occasion,

Death aniv of
Shafiur Rahman

Crty DESK

Today is the eighth death
anniversary of  Shafiur
Rahman, a pioneer of the
movement for promoting
classical musicin Bangladesh,
says a press release.

He passed away on this
day in 2011, at the age of 80.

Shafiur was the founding
general secretary of
“Shuddha Sangeet Proshar
Goshthi” and dedicated his
life to the cause of classical
music.

Law minister
urges DAGs
appointed

before 2017
to resign
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Earlier, the law minister
told the inauguration
meeting that access
to justice is people’s
fundamental right.

The government has
formulated Legal Aid
Services Act, 2000 in order
to provide legal aid for the
poor, he said.

Law Secretary ASSM
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Zahirul Haque Dulal
presided over the
meeting, where Judicial
Administration Training
Institute Director General
Justice Khandker Musa
Khaled spoke at the event
among others.
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