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SPORTS REPORTER from Southampton

With the pitch at Southampton being a slow one, on which
Afghanistan’s spin trio of Rashid Khan, Mujeeb Ur Rahman
and Mohammad Nabi had bullied the famed Indian batting
lineup on Saturday, there was fear of how Bangladesh would
fare against the same trio on the same wicket.

It was not the hard-to-pick, fast googlies of Rashid, nor
the carrom balls of Mujeeb that won the day. It was the
guile, loop and arm balls of Shakib Al Hasan that was

& - a _ | the main difference at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton
_ . yesterday. Those are all old-fashioned tools and so do not
i I. | SR . garner much attention.
Bangladesh’s Shakib | " | ' Yesterday, on a wicket that resembled Shakib’s beloved
Al Hasan scored a | | ol Mirpur more than it did any English surface, Shakib truly
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arget for Afghanistan i i | 4 - | .. N - - "™ he employed, Shakib has the ability to make even the

in Southampton ' S ¢ L - - . best batsman struggle. That is not to say that Shakib has
yesterday. The star all- > e ®,  t | | % . | been markedly less effective in other matches as he has
rounder then returned e P 4 ¥ _ 2 | , performed the dual role of wicket-taker and run-stopper,
with the ball to pick up 1 1 o« NI - | " L . much as he does with bat and ball.

five wickets for 29 runs . . L. i s A% Whereas he used the same tn_ﬂls to stlﬂe_the runs in the
FR e SR Mt gl R T | & = . .~ W = matches other than the one against Australia, yesterday
from ten overs. i A M LAV i g e G TN B ol e N . .. . . Shakib knew that the batsmen cannot just play him like
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arm-balls become lethal, as Mohammad Nabi found out

much to a patient batting performance.
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fine form must continue if Bangladesh are to middle with the wicket when he batted. He knocked Lver for 300 A e e e
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vesterday which kept them in contention to was not turmqg (hat !TlUEh, especially ;?E;;;;E;&?fﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂf f"‘:;;‘i:;t wds in the 29th over when one snaked through bat and pad
catch England in the top four. far Bangiadesh s bowling, bU[_hE DleEd SThey have thice cualits sothriers midwe and rattled the stumps. |
Shakib has now passed 400 runs and taken N the right areas. He bowled in the right b8 fo handle them el That fewl-we His subtle changes of pace came into effect too. On a
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SCOREBOARD never before achieved by an all-rounder at this : : and get 346 a; RS surprise Rahmat Shah with a faster one that landed just
tournament. Afghanistan skipper Gulbadin Naib "Ig hiought it was good tl:linkjng, wewanted  Short enough to tease the pull shot and skidded through,
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Shakib Ibw b Mujeeb 51/69 10 he made a run-a-ball 41. Bangladesh’s final two games in this As if to prove _1hat his arrn-ha}l cc:nulEl fool left-handers
Mushfiqur c Nabi b Dawlat 83/87  4/1 ‘I don't rank my performance at all, but MWAR tournament are against India and Pakistan, 00, Shakib den:‘ewegl an advancing Najibullah Zadran
Soumya lbw b Mujeeb 310 00 it is very satisfying when I'm contributing L ANDMARK and both must be won if they are to catch with one to d&m} his second five-for. In a Wnrlfi Cup
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Total: {For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 262 going, but there are still two very important difficult mathematically but that's cricket, when I'm contributing with both ball and bat. It gives me
Fall of wickets: 1-23,2-82,3-143,4-151,  matches. India are the top side, someone anything can happen. more satisfaction rather than contributing in one sector,”
5-207,6-251,7-262. who is looking at the title, it is not going to be got world-class players who can take the match “It will be tough but we have belief that we Shakib said.
Bowler 0 M R W easybutwewill give it our best shot. in their own hands. We have to be at our best can play well and get the result. That is all we He probably does not need to rank performances, because
Mujeeb 0 0 39 3 “Experience will help, we have to play our but I believe we are a capable enough team.” can do and then we have to look at the other he perhaps knows that the level he operates at on most days, it
Dawlat 9 0 64 1 Dbestcricket to be able to beat India. They have The win at the Ageas Bowl on Monday owed  results.” is only natural that days like yesterday will happen.
Nabi 10 0 4 1
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on to scalp another four wickets.
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