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“People forget 10 good days and conveniently
remember that one particular bad day”, says Rashid
Khan of the criticism that came his way after he
recorded the World Cup’s worst bowling figures in a
forgettable outing against England.

Lised to being showered with accolades for game-
changing performances, the ignominy of recording
World Cup’s worst-ever bowling performance (9-0-110-
0), against England, has been a humbling experience
for the world's top spinner.

“I am not thinking too much about that match.
People forget 10 good days and conveniently remember
that one particular bad day. They don't like to remember
what Rashid did on previous 10 days,” Rashid, the
world’s number three bowler in ODIs, told PTI.

“I will focus on the mistakes I made in that match
and rectify them in the coming matches, No point
thinking about criticism. I need to keep things simple,”
added the 20-year-old.

Asked if his relationship with skipper Gulbadin Naib
had been strained after he voiced his displeasure at a
change of captaincy, Rashid said: "Neither do | play
for Gulbadin nor for the cricket board. I play for the
flag, for Afghanistan. I know what my job is and I will
continue doing that.”

Rashid and Afghanistan’s other superstar Mohammed
Nabi had raised objections when Gulbadin replaced
Asghar Afghan as captain for the World Cup, something
that didn't go well with the country’s cricket board.

Following five losses, many conspiracy theories
abound, including Rashid’s relationship with Naib. ( &
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field, Gulbadin has my 100 per cent support,” he said.

“Right from time we landed in England, no one has
spoken about the issue. | think it was blown out of
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together for 15-16 years. So if nothing has happened in . : ] _ ) . I )

more than decade, then what can suddenly change in a Ben Stokes hit a defiant unbeaten 82 off 89 balls, including seven fours and fours sixes, to get a decimated England within sight of their target, but he could not pull them over
day or two?” the line as No. 11 batsman Mark Wood fell at the other end off the final ball of the 47th over, causing celebrations to erupt on the other side. PHOTO: AFP

Roy eyeing Australia return Maxwell relishing clash
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on Friday.

England’s Jason Roy remains
optimistic he will be able to return

to W{}Td gup actiu;- against gm,]jt ig;fﬁﬁﬂfﬁg;;ﬂ#tflﬁ;“ AFP, Nottingham line-up a bit more -- a bit more pace and
LA CEADNE s Halis LR 10T still trying to be fit for Australia, Glenn Maxwell reckons Australia haveno ~ Something we're a bit more used to.
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tore the muscle while fielding in “It can’t be ‘I'll definitely be : heo f : nets, that's for sure.
: ; given they face Mitchell Starc and Pat .
England’s group win over the West back for this game or that game’, Cummins in the nets. But ahead of England’s group game
Indies and has been ruled out it's something that we have to The old rivals meet at Lord’s on Tuesday. against Sri Lanka at Headingley on Friday;,
for at least two games including manage day by day.” Archer has taken 12 World Cup wickets ~ an admiring Maxwell hailed Archer as a
Fl'idﬂ}r;ﬁ match with Sri Lanka at Rﬂ}f hita ﬁﬁfy n Eﬂglﬂﬂdrﬂ so far, with Maxwell afl.(nnw]edging the “hell of an athlete” and a "quality pﬂd{ﬂgﬁn.
Headingley. opening win over South Africaand  Barbados-born quick’s “effortless pace”. Maxwell was speaking after Australia
Roy was advised against then struck a commanding 153 But the Australia all-rounder believes the beat Bangladesh by 48 runs to go top
batting during a brief net practice in the host nation’s victory over reigning champions’ top order will be of the table in the 10-team round-robin
at Yorkshire's headquarters on Bangladesh. more comfortable facing fast bowling than  group phase of the World Cup.
Thursday. “We have the semi-finals and anything else at this World Cup Australia ultimately proved too much
Although he is keen to face first time may well decide against ['ve now got two days off and 1'll the final and all of that to play for,” “1 think they'll be more excited by that  for the Tigers after compiling a total of
arch rivals Australia at Lord’s on risking Roy given they are already have scan in a couple of days to he said. “If you look at it game by (Archer and Wood's speed) than someone  381-5 at Trent Bridge on Thursday, with
Tuesday, an England side bidding on course to reach the semi-finals. = make sure everything is going in game, you can get frustrated, butI  bowling 120s (kph),” Maxwell said. David Warner's 166 seeing him become
to win the World Cup for the ‘I'm working extremely hard. the right direction,” Roy told BBC ~ don't do that.” “That sort of pace suits our batting this tournament’s leading run-scorer.
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Clive Lloyd says the West Indies should learn the art of
adaptability from New Zealand captain Kane Williamson
as they fight to avoid World Cup elimination.

Despite posting a modest target of
235 runs against England, Sri Lanka
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to adapt to what is going on around him.
“The West Indies would benefit from learning a thing the )’UUHQ-StEfS.

or two from Williamson.” So | think he did
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“They are trying to blast people out and I don't think games. . had very little reaction time to take the
they understand the English conditions. | e ;
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Howeyer, Lioyd:stll has high hopes for top oider Sri Lanka early into their innings. The 32-year-old’s efforts helped the side finish their allotted

batsmen Evin Lewis and Shai Hope, both of whom scored captain overs on 232 for nine, a target which proved just enough to be defended on the back of  [T13[1.
half-centuries against Bangladesh. some brilliant bowling. PHOTO: REUTERS




