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It was not quite men against boys as players from India teamed up with some Kkids during an ICC event and enjoyed themselves yesterday, but that may be the case when the unbeaten tournament favourites take on a demoralised
Afghanistan side, led by Gulbadin Naib (R), today. PHOTO: BCCI/ AFP

Afghanistan face daunting task

Ravindra Jadeja has scalped seven wickets --
the most by any bowler among the two sides
current squads -- in the two matches he played
against Afghanistan.

FACTS

Ross Taylor has scored 636 runs -- the maost by
player on New Zealand's current squad -- in the
17 matches he played against West Indies.

India’s progress at the World Cup has been an ascending
march so far. They have put on complete performances in
each of their three completed games. While the top-order
has consistently given good starts, the bowlers, aided by
some good fielding, have backed it up with disciplined
performance. The team management, however, will be
worried over their key players getting injured.

Afghanistan have been unable to recreate the magic
they did in the ICC Men’s World Cup Qualifiers and
Asia Cup last year, having faced five defeats in as many
completed games so far. Inconsistent bowling and
dropped chances in the field cost them dearly against
England. Their batsmen, having batted for the full
50-overs at Old Trafford, will have to do so again, in order
to pose any challenge to a strong Indian side.

Afghanistan captain Gulbadin Naib believes they
need regular exposure against top teams before they can
compete at the World Cup.

“When we play associate teams like Scotland, we're

Martin Guptill smashed a career best 237 not out
against West Indies back in 2015 in Wellington.
This remains the highest individual score by any
batsmen of the two sides.

doing well. But we need to improve our game, so we
should play strong teams like India, Australia, South
Africa, Pakistan,” Naib said at Hampshire Bowl on Friday.
“We should play a lot of series with the top five ranked
teams. If we play with them, we'd improve.

“Of course we'd be losing or struggling initially, but
one day Afghanistan will be different. It will be good for
us if we play them. It would be a great experience for us.”

Nabi also took heart from their improved batting
performance against Morgan's men.

“If you look at our performance against England, who
are a good side and one of the favourites to win the World

Afghanistan’'s Mohammad Nabi scored 70 runs
in the two matches he played against India. This
Is the highest by any player on the two sides’

current squad.

Chris Gayle has amassed 939 runs in the 29
matches he played against the Kiwis. This IS
the highest total by any player on the two sides’
current World Cup squads.

Cup, we did well. I think we batted well in the match. We
were focusing on batting 50 overs and put a better total
and we played 50 overs.”

Nabi also admitted that India, unbeaten in the
tournament so far, would be a tough test for his team.

New Zealand's Trent Boult has taken 17 wickets --
the most by any player in their current team -- in
(he seven games he played against West Indies
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another big score.




