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We wasted no time to buy those and had
them set to boil in a nearby tea stall.

When we finally reached our destina-
tion, noon was well past. A neat and clean
home awaited us. Right at the entrance, a
large pond with cemented sides greeted
us.

On one side of the pond, a cross caught
my eye. The people of the house believe
that the ones who have left them for the
other side, their souls gather around this
Cross once a day.

As we freshened up, mouth-watering
indigenous dishes started arriving. We kept

wondering, why in the world did we have
to eat to all those things before? But that
did not stop the bowls from being empty!

The taste still lingers at the tip of my
tongue till this day. Every day onwards till
we stayed, the daily feast included fresh fish
from the pond, chicken eggs, binni rice, food
cooked inside banana leaves, local duck, milk
— we should have been ‘tired’ with so much
goodness, yet we did not stop!

There are a number of large waterholes
in Achkipara, alongside numerous trees
and an old church. If anyone asks me
what's there to see, | will reply without
missing a beat - a beautiful little village,

VOLUME 19, ISSUE 2, TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2019, ASHAR 4, 1420 BS
A publication of The Baily Star

E-mail: lifestyleds@yahoo.com, 64-65 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215

7 ik 4 P
_L - _ ‘I_-_' )
Ei/PranUhtMilk SR

' 0 +BR0HE1 373 . :
Froe: +B8080QTTITITY othoba.com
s e——

Never Miss !.iw
[ ]

Don’t Miss
the Emotion

soul soothing colours, a number of ancient
relics and a lot of good souls.

As luck had it, the trip was during a full
moon. If you plan to visit this village, plan
your trip on a night of full moon. The magical
scenery has to be seen to be believed. The
entire surroundings come to life with the
moonlight, the sky lights up in a different
glow. It made one of my friends sing out
“Eto boro akash taake bhorle jostnay, ogo
chand raate hae tomake bojha daay,” Pulak
Bandyopadhyay’s lyrics never fit better. Night
blooming Jasmines (hasnahena) announced
their presence with their hypnotising scent.

In between the pauses of the singing, |
could hear the cries of owls and other night
birds. The light of the full moon was so
strong that we could even see the shadow
of the surrounding hills. Amidst this magical
atmosphere, we were lulled into slumber, it
was 10 PM on the clock, but midnight had
struck in the heart of the village.

This beauty had pulled me once again,
this time to attend the biggest festival of the

Garo tribe - Wangala!

The ambience of this festivity is beyond
description as it is celebrated with dancing,
singing, team competitions and of course,
tonnes of sumptuous food. The winning
team of the festival is rewarded with a pig.

During this festival, pork is cooked. Other
food includes beef, chicken and white rice.
Accompanying dishes include pitha, and
of course dochoani — a drink made from
fermented rice and distilled twice.

If you are looking to take a trip with
your group, pick this little village. Just 160
kilometres away from Dhaka, is Haluaghat,
an upazila of Mymensingh, and Achkipara is
a village there.

You can take a trip over the day aftera
night stay in Mymensingh. Haluaghat also
has a number of NGO guest houses, you
could stay there as well. As always do check if
there is any vacancy before planning the trip.
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*Damage repair refers to signs of surface damage. Based on lab test on hair breakage and smoothness evaluation on Dove system vs shampoo and conditioner brands having at least 3% Volume Market Share (source: Niglsen FY 2018).
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