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A scene of Kalmakanda-Thakurkona road in Netrakona.
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... Netrakona people

suffer as 21 km
road in bad shape

Our CORRESPONDENT, Myniensingh

Kalmakanda-Thakurakona road in Netrakona
lies in an awful state for four years, causing
immense sufferings to passengers.

As part of routine road maintenance
work of Roads and Highways Department
(RHD) the 21 km road is repaired every
year. But locals blamed low quality
materials used in the repair work for the
road’s present condition.

Hundreds of people in Kalmakanda
upazila use the road to reach Netrakona
and Mymensingh, but the dilapidated
condition of the road makes their journey
extremely painful.

Especially critical patients are the worst
sufferers due to the bad condition of the road.

AKM Hadisuzzaman Hadi, chairman of

Borokhapon Union Parishad (UP), said the
carpeting of many parts of the road wore
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off, resulting in several potholes.

Despite the condition, people of the area
are using the road as they have no alternative

to reach Netrakona town, he said.

In emergency cases, people of
Kalmakanda use Durgapur-Jaria road as an
alternative way to go to Mymensingh and
due to this, they have to spend more time
which made their journey very painful, said
the chairman.

Suruj Ali Fakir, former chairman of
Roypur UP, said as the road lies in a low-
lying area, it gets flooded by the onrush of
hill waters from across the border.

Upazila Nirbahi Officer Md Zakir
Hossain said the road needs immediate
repair to ease people’s sufferings and he has
already informed the authorities concerned
about the matter.

Netrakona RHD Executive Engineer Md
Didarul Alam said different parts of the
road were washed away by flood in 2017.

“We need Tk 21 lakh for maintenance of
the road every year but we do not get the
required money from the department,”
said the engineer.

BADC contract growers
protest ‘unfair’ price of

wheat seed

Our CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Contract wheat growers of Bangladesh
Agriculture Development Corporation
(BADC) formed a human chain at
Thakurgaon Intersection in the town
yesterday protesting fixing of ‘unreasonably
low’ price for seed procurement from them.

The growers are frustrated as the BADC
authorities have fixed the procurement
price of wheat seed at Tk 32 per kg this
year, which is Tk 3 lower than the previous
year's, speakers said at a discussion after the
human chain programme.

The wheat growers will have to count
huge losses and they will lose interest in
wheat cultivation if the decision is not
revoked, they said.

Traditionally BADC authorities give
the contract growers thirty per cent higher

price than the government's usual rate for
procuring certified foundation wheat seeds
from contract growers but this season the
rule has not been followed, they said.

This year the government has fixed
procurement price at Tk 28 per kg.
Accordingly, the BADC should have fixed
price Tk 36.40 per kg.

The growers demanded re-fixing of the
price in line with the traditional system.

They warned of launching a tougher
movement if the authorities fail to meet
the demand.

About 1800 contract growers produced
about 20,000 thousand tonnes of wheat
on 5,000 hectares of land in three
wheat seed cultivation zones of BADC
in Thakurgaon this year and of it, 8,100
tonnes of wheat seeds has been procured
by the corporation.

Tarrant UpraziLA PARISHAD POLLS
Barguna AL expels
dissident candidate

Our CORRESPONDENT, Patualhali

Barguna district unit of Awami League (AL) has temporarily
expelled six of its Taltali upazila unit leaders, including the
party’s dissident candidate in June 18 upazila parishad
election, for campaigning against AL candidate.

The decision came from an emergency meeting held on
June 13 night, said Golam Sarwar Tulu, senior organising
secretary of the district unit.

The district unit will also pursue permanent expulsion of
the six Taltali leaders at the central committee of AL, he added.

The expelled Taltali AL leaders are Moniruzzaman Mintu
-- a candidate in the June 18 election and vice-president
of the upazila unit and president of Jubo League’s upazila
unit; Sultan Farazee, forests and environmental affairs
secretary of the same unit; and Dulal Farazee, Alamgir Mia
alias Alamgir Munshi, Nazir Hossain alias Kalu Patwary
and Abul Kalam Sikder -- all members of the unit.

The dissident candidate, Moniruzzaman, said he did
not receive any paper with regards to the expulsion order.
“If they have taken such a decision, it would be wrongful
and against the constitution [of the party].”

Meanwhile, the AL-nominated candidate Rejbi-UI-Kabir
Jomaddar at a press conference on Friday claimed that
Moniruzzaman and his men attacked his supporters inside
the party office in the upazila.

Locals at Tajpur Dighipara in Dinajpur Sadar upazila seized this vehicle carrying
logs of illegally felled mahogany and acacia trees of a protected national
ecological park in the upazila and handed it over to police and forest officials
on Saturday night.
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Six JMB men
jailed for 10 years

Our CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A Chapainawabganj court sentenced six
members of banned Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) to 10 years’ rigorous
imprisonment in two cases.

The convicts are Selim alias Harun, 26,
of Charmohonpur in Chapainawabganj
municipal area, Abdul Rakib alias Suman,
26, of Samjola village under Shibganj
upazila, Rabiul Islam alias Rabi, 21, of
Mushribhuja village and Ramjan Ali, 24, of
Kharogpur village under Bholahat upazila,
Abdul Mumin alias Abdullah, 28, of
Koilardiar village under Gomostapur upazila
in Chapainawabganj and Hazrat Ali alias
Firoj Kabir alias Ali, 23, of Paranpur village
under Niamotpur upazila in Naogaon.

The court also fined them Tk 10,000
each, in default, to suffer six months more.

Additional District and Sessions Judge
Shawkat Ali delivered the wverdict in
presence of the accused.

According to the prosecution, police
arrested JIMB member Rabiul from his house
at Mushribhuja village on June 17, 2009.

Following his confession, police went to
Ramjan's house at Kharagpur village and
seized a pistol, three bullets and books on
jihadi from while Ramjan fled.

Rabiul told law enforcers that some JMB men
were trying to regroup in Bholahat, Shibganj
and Gomostapur upazilas of the district.

SI Mizanur Rahman filed two cases against
JMB men with Bholahat Police Station under
Arms Act and Anti-Terrorism Act that day.

Later, police arrested rest of the accused
and investigation officers concerned
pressed charges against them.

6 tratficked Bangladeshi
girls brought back from

India

5 teens return after serving jail term

Star Country DESK

Farmer beaten
dead mason’s
throat-silt
body found

STAR CounNTrY DESK

A farmer was beaten dead in
Khulna on Saturday while
a mason's throat-silt body

Six Bangladeshi girls, sent to India by human traffickers at different times
through different borders, were brought back to Bangladesh yesterday:.

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) received them, aged about between 17
and 24, from Border Security Force (BSF) of India at Banglabandha border
check post, reports our correspondent in Thakurgaon.

The traffickers deceived them into crossing the border by promising
them better job opportunity at the neighbouring country, said police.
NGO) Brac with the assistance
of Impulse NGO Network, based in Meghalaya of India, made the
arrangements for the return of the girls who had been staying at a safe
home in Chennai after being rescued from different parts of India.

After receiving the six returnees from BGB, Tentulia police handed them
over to their families, officer-in-charge of Tentulia Police Station Jahurul

Non-governmental organisation (

Islam said.

Brac officials including Barrister Jenefa Khanam Jabbar, director of
Brac's human rights and legal aid services programme, were present during

the programme.

Mother of a returnee, from Narail, said her daughter, now 17, went
missing seven years ago when she went to attend a programme at a friend

of hers at a nearby village.

INDIA SENDS 5 BANGLADESHI TEENS BACK
Meanwhile, at Benapole immigration check post, immigration police of
India handed over five Bangladeshi teenagers -- four girls and one boy -- to
Bangladesh immigration police after they served a year in an Indian jail for
illegal entry, reports our correspondent in Benapole.

Abul Bashar, officer-in-charge of the check post, said the youngsters --
parts of Narail, Satkhira and Jashore -- were later handed

from different
over to Benapole Port Police Station.

A Kolkata court sentenced the five to jail after Indian police produced
them before it following their arrest in Kolkata of West Bengal one and half
years ago for entering the country without necessary documents.

found in Faridpur on Friday.

A farmer was beaten to
death over land dispute at
Fatekati village in Khulna's
Koyra upazila, reports our
correspondent.

The deceased was Nazrul
Islam Sana, 55, of the
village in the upazila.

Tarek Biswas, officer-in-
charge of Koyra Police Station,
said there was a longstanding
conflict between Nazrul and
his cousin Dabir Uddin over
the land.

As a sequel to the
conflict, Dabir and his
brother-in-law Nazrul
Mollah beat the victim
mercilessly yesterday.

Critically injured Sana
was rushed to the upazila
health complex where
doctors declared him dead.

Police arrested Ahsan
Ullah, son of Dabir Uddin, in
this connection, said the OC.

The body was sent to
Khulna Medical College
Hospital for autopsy, said
the police official.

In Faridpur, the throat-
silt body of a mason was

Volunteers of Facebook-based social group Kulaura
Samasya 0 Sambhabana take part in a cleanliness
and beautification project on both sides of the bridge
on the Gogali river in Bhukshimoil union of the upazila
yesterday at part of their initiative to attract tourists at
the spot in Hakaluki Haor area. pyoro: minTu DESHWARA

found in Bakail area of
Alfadanga municipality on
Friday night, reports our
correspondent.

The deceased was
Shipon Biswas, 30, son
of late Manik Biswas of
Kaliganj village in Narail's
Lohagara upazila.

Shipon used to live at
a rented house in the area
with his wife.

Police and locals
said Shipon came to his
sister-in-law’s house to
attend a milad mahfil
programme with his mother
in the morning. After the
programme, his mother
went back to their house
but Shipon stayed at his
relative’s house.

Around 8:00pm, Shipon’s
brother-in-law Liton Biswas
found the body in their
house. On information,
police recovered the body
and sent it to Faridpur
Medical College Hospital for
autopsy.

Shipon's sister Lucky
Begum said Shipon was
mentally disturbed and
drug addict.

Lucky further said
“Shipon often beat my
mother for money. He
committed suicide.”
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