Bangladesh’s star all-rounder Shakib Al Hasan attended batting practice yesterday, the first time since sustaining a thigh injury in a World Cup
encounter with hosts England on June 8, at the Coopers Associate County Ground. Much to the relief of fans, Shakib could be match-fit ahead of a
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crucial tie with West Indies at the same venue tomorrow.

Criticism of Mash “very unfair’ Mushfigur taken

SAKEB SUBHAN from Taunton

During team practice in Taunton on
Saturday, Bangladesh skipper Mashrafe

Bin Mortaza was his usual cheerful self
after coming to the Cooper Associates
County Ground as part of the second lot of
players in the morning. He was seen joking
with teammates, media personnel and
team officials near the dugout. There was
nothing in his demeanour to reflect that
the generally beloved player had recently
become a target of criticism for not bowling
well in the three World Cup matches so

far, but Bangladesh opener Tamim Igbal’s
words indicated that Mashrafe’s teammates
were not happy about the reactions from
some quarters.

“Who are the people who are talking?
That is very important,” Tamim said
during a press conference when asked
how the team saw the criticism, of which
Tamim has also been a target. "I will not
talk about myself; let me just talk about
Mashrafe bhai. Those writing about this
or talking about this, they should just
think for two minutes before doing so
who they are talking about and what he
has done for Bangladesh cricket for the
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past 15-16 years.”

Bowling coach Courtney Walsh had also
defended the captain on the previous day,
saying that Mashrafe had some niggles
as well. As far as figures go, Mashrafe has
taken just one wicket in the three matches
so far, but has also been the least expensive
among pace bowlers, all of whom have
conceded runs at more than seven an over.

‘[They say]| ‘he’s unfit’,” Tamim
continued. “If he is unfit now, then he
has been unfit for the last 10 years -- his
knees were never okay, but then we saw it
emotionally. Now, maybe we are looking
at it as a big deal because things are not
perfect. We are talking about
a person, holding whose
hand we have come here. |
think it is very unfortunate
because [considering]
his contribution behind
the Bangladesh team and
bringing the team to this
stage, to make comments
like these is very unfair. I
think he deserves much

Don’t take Pakistan lightly,
Tendulkar and Ganguly warn

game, so from that point of view it's going to be a huge

India must not entertain thoughts that they will start
as favourites in the marquee World Cup clash against
Pakistan, warn legends Sourav Ganguly and Sachin

Tendulkar,

Ganguly said the Indian team perhaps made the
mistake of taking Pakistan lightly in the 2017 Champions

Trophy final.

“India need to be very careful; don't go into this game

thinking they are favourites.
I think they did that the

last time in 2017 in the ICC
Champions Trophy final and
Pakistan beat them hands
down. It's going to be a great
game of cricket,” added
Ganguly.

Tendulkar also said India
could not afford to take their
archrivals lightly.

“Pakistan has always been
unpredictable, and they are
a dangerous side -- so there

is no way the Indian team is going to take them lightly.
Every step that the Indian team takes forward, we will
want to be 100 per cent sure of what we are doing,

and it has to be well thought and well planned,” said

Tendulkar.

The hype and interest an India-Pakistan cricket match
generates is surreal and both Tendukar and Ganguly
agreed that “it is more than just a cricket match”.

“People get a bit carried away, and excited with this

been happy times for India.”

Amir will be key for India.

game in Manchester on Sunday,” said Ganguly. “My first
trip as a captain against Pakistan in 2003 - we had never
won there before, but then we won both the Test Matches
and ODIs. My memories of playing against Pakistan have

Ganguly also feels that handling pacer Mohammed

consistently beat teams, and
India-Pakistan matches have
always been marquee events.
ICC knows that; as soon as they opened out the schedule
and ticketing, within 15 minutes the match was sold out
and that's the importance of an India - Pakistan match”
the former Indian captain said.

“The World Cup comes once in four years, making the
match all that more important. For a player, it's another
match, you still must do your skill sets well, you still have
to bowl well, and take those catches, that's something the
Indian team will be focused on,” said Kumble.
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more respect than he is getting.”

One of the more straight-talking
members of the team, Tamim seemed to
be waiting for an opportunity to speak on
the issue and did not need an invitation
to take aim at some foreign commentators
who had criticised Mashrafe.

“I don't care what other people are
saying. There are some foreign cricketers
who said some things, I've heard. What
have they done in their lives? That is the
big question. What have they done that
they can talk about a person like this,”
Tamim said calmly. “To tell the truth,
it is not important to me what people
outside the country are saying -- everyone
has their opinion and they can express
it -- but people of the country should
understand that when [ am going to
speak about Mashrafe Bin Mortaza, I have
to remember what he has given to the
country.

“You go through that circle, you play well
and you don't play well. It shouldn't be that
you will be with the player only when he is
playing well; you should also be by his side
when he is not. In a mega event like this
not every player plays well. I don't know all
of what is being said or written, but I know
a bit. I hope that people don't talk much
about this. We should remember what he
has done for Bangladesh cricket before
writing these things.”

He seemed to know enough and his
words also seemed carefully chosen,
almost as if this had been discussed
within the team before. If so, it looks like
they are ready to rally behind the leader
who outwardly looked least bothered by
the target on his back.

“In this team, Amir was nowhere in the picture. They
had dropped him, but he
comes back and takes up
role as the leading fast bowler
in the squad. That'’s what you
get from a side like Pakistan.”
Anil Kumble, another
Indian stalwart, said since the
two teams do not play each
other quite often, it leads to
building up a bit of “drama”.
“If you have to win the
World Cup you have to

the
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hard work’

SPORTS REPORTER from Taunton

With just 59 runs in three World Cup
matches so far, Bangladesh opener
Tamim Igbal has come under the
spotlight. Known to be someone who
gives his batting processes and results

‘Disappointing to
get out after the

his 11 centuries and 18 of his 46 fifties

at an average of 54.68 in that period.

His method has been to see through the
initial testing periods and when he had
managed to do that, he generally played a
substantial innings. With scores of 16, 24

a lot of mental space, his
awareness of his own form
came through when he
was answering a question
yesterday about how the
West Indies bowling attack
compared to the three teams
he had batted against so far.
“Right now, every bowling
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attack seems good to me,”
said Tamim with a wry smile

during a press conference
ahead of their World Cup match against
the West Indies tomorrow. “The first three
bowling attacks I played against, all are
more or less equal. West Indies have pace,
three bowlers who bowl above 140. The
good thing is we have played all three in
the last year and a half. So there won't be
anything new for us.”

Since the last World Cup in 2015,
the once swashbuckling left-hander has
assumed a new role of trying to bat deep
into a 50-over innings, with the rest of
the batsmen batting around him. He
has excelled in this role, scoring seven of

[ hope

for X-Ray

SPORTS REPORTER from Taunton

Bangladesh wicketkeeper-batsman Mushfiqur Rahim was taken for
an X-Ray on his right forearm after being hit by a ball during batting
practice at the Coopers Associate County Ground in Taunton yesterday.

The Tigers’ senior middle order batsman immediately took off
his right glove after being hit by a bouncer delivered by Mustafizur
Rahman and was looking at his right forearm as he walked off. He
was treated in the dressing room by physio Thihan Chandramohan.

The incident took place at the beginning of Bangladesh's practice
session. Mushfiqur went for the X-Ray after practice in the late
afternoon, which indicates that the situation was not too serious as if
it had been, he would have gone for the scan immediately.

During his press conference about half an hour later, batsman
Tamim Igbal joking also hinted that the injury may not be too serious.

“Out for three weeks, right?” joked Tamim with a mischievous
glance towards the media manager, knowing well that such a
revelation would have reporters on tenterhooks. “No, | know that he
was hurt, but I don't know the exact situation now. It didn't look to
me to be very serious. But normally, as far as [ know, it is hard to say
right now. You can only say after a bit of time has passed. You get to
know more after 12 or 13 hours. I hope he’s fine.”

There was better news surrounding Shakib Al Hasan, who
sustained a left thigh strain during the match against England on
June 8. Having rested since then, Shakib was an active part of practice
yesterday and seemed unhampered by the strain as he fielded, bowled
and batted for extended periods.

NET BOWLER INJURED TOO

Soon after Mushfiqur’s injury, practice stalled for about 15 minutes
as a net bowler sustained a painful blow to the back of the head from
a Mohammad Saifuddin shot in the adjoining net. Teenager Ranel
lay on the ground for about five minutes as the ground medical staff
attended to him. It was just the third ball he bowled. Fortunately,

he was soon up on his feet and after being seen by a doctor, it was
revealed that the young pacer was going to be okay and can bowl
today if he wants. It remains to be seen whether he wants to.
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Glenn Maxwell remained instrumental in all the three
departments of the game against Sri Lanka yesterday.
The right-hander first scored a quick-fire 25 ball 46,
laced with five fours and a six, which helped Australia
post a huge 334 for seven total in fifty overs. The all-
rounder was also handy with the ball despite remaining

to dismiss Sri Lanka skipper Dimuth Karunaratne just
three runs short of his hundred.

TODAY'S MATCH

wicketless while conceding 46 runs from his ten overs. ICC F“‘E“ETPW”R'-” Cup
Maxwell also took a sharp catch at backward point NDIA V FAKISTAN
Live FroM 3:30pm
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and 19 so far, Tamim identified the source
of his disappointment as getting out after
having done the hard work.

“Normally, [ think my type of batting
is that I either get out quickly or if I bat
through 10 overs, normally [ play a big
knock,” he said. “That was the disappointing
thing, that I did the hard work in the three
matches — overcoming the initial challenge
in the first five or six overs. Things should
have come in my favour then, but in two of
the three matches I threw my wicket away.
if I get a start day after tomorrow
[Monday|, | will make it count.”
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AUS-SL
SCOREBOARD

AUSTRALIA: R/B 4s/6s
Warner b de Silva 26/48  2/0
Finch ¢ Karunaratne

b Udana 153/132 15/5
Khawaja c Udana b de Silva  10/20  1/0
Smith b Malinga 73/58 N1
Maxwell not out d6/25 5N
Marsh ¢ Siriwardanab Udana  3/9  0/0
Carey run out (Udana) 43 0/0
Cummins run out (Udana) 0/1 0/0
Starc not out 54 0/0
Extras: (Ib-4, nb-1, w-9) 14

Total: {For 7 wktsin 50 overs) 334
Fall of wickets: 1-80, 2-100, 3-273, 4-278,
5-310, 6-317, 7-320,

Bowler 0 M R W
Malinga 10 1 61 1
Pradeep 10 0 38 0
Udana 10 0 57 2
Perera 10 0 o7 0
De Silva 8 0 40 F:
Siriwardana 2 0 17 0
SRI LANKA R/B 4s/6s
Karunaratne ¢ Maxwell

b Richardson 97/108  9/0
K Perera b Starc 5236 51
Thirimanne ¢ Carey

b Behrendorff 16/26 110
Mendis ¢ Carey b Starc 30037 0/2
Mathews ¢ Carey b Cummins 9/11  2/0
Siriwardana b Starc 34 000
T Perera c Warner b Starc 3 0N
De Silva not out 16/30  2/0
Udana c Finch b Richardson  8/8  1/0
Malinga ¢ Khawaja

b Richardson 1/5  0/0
Pradeep ¢ Carey b Cummins  0/7 00
Extras: (Ib-2, w-6) 8

Total: (All outin 45.5 overs) 247

Fall of wickets: 1-115, 2-153, 3-186, 4-205,
5-209, 6-217, 7-222, 8-236, 9-237, 10-247.
Bowler 0 M R W

Starc 10 0 55 4
Cummins 1.5 0 38 z
Behrendorff 9 0 59 1
Richardson 9 1 47 3
Maxwell 10 0 46 0

Result: Australia won by 87 runs.
Player-of-the-match: Aaron Finch.

Brathwaite
reprimanded

REUTERS, Southampton

West Indies all-rounder
Carlos Brathwaite has
received an official
reprimand and one demerit
point for showing dissent
to an umpire’s decision
during the World Cup
match against England,
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) said on
Saturday.

Brathwaite showed his
displeasure after he was
adjudged caught behind off
England fast bowler Jofra
Archer during the 44th over
of the West Indies innings
on Friday.



