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Science museum launches
mobile learning centre

City DESK

younger generation to get connected with

The National Museum of Science and
Technology (NMST) has launched a new
mobile learning centre, says a press release.

Muhammad Munir Chowdhury, director
general of NMST, inaugurated the newly de-
signed museum bus on Sunday in presence

of its officials.
“We want to inspire
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science and technology for the betterment
of our society,” said Muhammad Munir
Chowdhury.

“It is a mobile learning centre, and we
want to divert students’ mindset from drug
addiction and other social vices.”

“The Museum Bus is a free service; it
will travel all around the country,” he

students and added.
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BRTA fines
SIX transport
owners in Ctg

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA)
mobile court in Chattogram
yesterday fined owners of
six bus services Tk 93,000 in
two separate drives.

Executive Magistrate NM
Manjurul Haque conducted
the drives in Notun Bridge
and Maijjartek areas.

They fined owners of
five buses plying Patiya-
Satkania-Lohagara route
Tk 73,000 for charging
exorbitant fares and
returned excess money
charged to passengers.

[t also fined owner of a
Shyamoli Paribahan bus
Tk 20,000 as the supervisor
beat up a passenger for
protesting unjust fares.

‘Withdraw fishing
ban immediately’

Trawler owners demand in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Trawler owners in Chattogram blocked a busy thoroughfare
at the Shah Amanat bridge end in the city’s Bakalia yesterday,
demanding immediate withdrawal of a fishing ban.

The blockade, organised by Sonali Jantrik Matsyajibi
Samity and Samudrik Matsya Ahoron Boat Malik Samity,
continued for half an hour starting at 10am.

Later, they left the spot after police intervened.

Nezam Uddin, officer-in-charge of Bakalia Police
Station, told The Daily Star fishing boat owners were trying
to stage a demonstration occupying the busy road.

“We convinced them to lift the blockade as we assured
them of talking about the matter with high-ups. Traffic
situation became normal at 10:30am,” he said.

Top leaders of the two associations could not be contacted
as this correspondent found their cellphones switched off.

On May 20, the government, for the first time, imposed
a 65-day ban on fishing in the sea across the country, but
apparently without taking any rehabilitation measures for
the vulnerable fishermen.
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Toxic medical waste poses
health risks in Khulna

DiraNKAR RoY, Khulna

Almost half of the hospitals and
clinics in Khulna do not follow
proper medical waste management
system, putting city dwellers at risk
of health hazards.

They do not have their own
mechanisms to incinerate clinical
waste, and usually dump unsorted
garbage in street bins.

According to Directorate General
of Health Services (DGHS) and
Khulna City Corporation, the city
has 205 clinics, hospitals, and
diagnostic and pathology centres.
Of them, 115 take services from
Prodipan, an NGO, to dispose of
the hazardous materials.

Only Khulna Medical College
Hospital (KMCH), and BNS
Upasham (Navy hospital) have
their own waste disposal plants,
said officials.

Anisur Rahman, conservancy
officer of KCC, says over 4.5 tonnes
of clinical waste are produced every
day. Of those, Prodipan collects
3.44 tonnes from 115 out of 205
hospitals and clinics on a daily
basis.

Therestofthewasteare eventually
mismanaged, contributing to
health and environmental hazards
eventually.

Stool, urine, blood, cough,
bandages, syringes, needles, objects
used in laboratories, medicine
bottles, ingredients used in medical
services and other disposable and
non-disposable items are left with
regular waste. In many cases, those
are seen in open spaces beside
roads, as dustbins overflow.

Amputated body parts are often
seen there, creating a serious public
nuisance.

The city corporation allocated
50 decimals of land to Prodipan at

landfill in Rajbadh area outside the
city for disposing of clinical waste.

During a recent visit there, this
correspondent found waste collectors
separating sharp objects from other
waste. Linder the system, all the waste
were being dried in the sun, crushed
and later burnt in incinerators.

Several street children were
collecting syringes and other
materials from toxic trash there.

Dr Rasheda Sultana, divisional
health director of DGHS in Khulna,
said they issued notices to all the
medical service centres to set up the
plants.

“Several clinic owners responded
positively. Many have no clinical

waste management policy yet,” she
said.

Civil Surgeon ASM Abdur Razzak
said there is an official order that
every medical service centre must
have waste disposal plant.

“If clinical waste is not managed
properly, waste collectors, health
workers and general people may
be affected by various contagious
diseases,” he said.

‘“Dumping of medical waste
haphazardly, particularly in and
around the hospitals, poses a
serious health risk,” he added.

Ferdausur Rahman, executive
director of Prodipan, said the
government gave more emphasis

Prodipan workers collect clinical waste and put
those in three separate containers, inset, to dispose
of at a landfill in Khulna. Although all medical
establishments are supposed to avail the service
from the NGO, only half of them do so. The photos
were taken recently.
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to medical waste management in
National Health Policy 2011.

“We are trying to persuade other
medical service centres so that they
come under the waste management
system,” he said.

Dr SM Tushar Alom, consultant
of transfusion medicine department
of KMCH, said, “Patients and
attendants may contract various
diseases if infectious materials
remain stockpiled at hospitals for a
long time.”

“People may be affected by
skin diseases, asthma, diarrhoea,
allergies, eye irritation and even

HIV.” Tushar said further.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

A police official inspects an auto-rickshaw in front of Chattogram metropolitan court yesterday morning. Security measures were heightened in

the area as imprisoned militant suspects were brought to the court for hearings.
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