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The Sense of Smell

he morning sky was
I ominously dark but the

wind kept the rain to a thin
drizzle. | was walking home after
running in the park. As I passed
under a tall, dark and leafy tree
by the school my nostrils caught
the whiff of an intensely sweet
fragrance. I looked for its source
and, sure enough, the wind had
carpeted the sidewalk with star-
shaped white Bokul flowers from
that tree,

The scent transported me back
to my childhood in Sylhet many
years ago. | was blessed to have two
extraordinary grandmothers who
instilled in me a love of nature.
My paternal grandmother, Dadu,
often took me for a morning walk.
[ would wake at the crack of dawn
and wait impatiently for her to get
ready. Crossing the large wrought-
iron gates of our house in Lama
Bazar, we turned left and walk
towards Kuar Par. We would stop
in front of Shadhu Babu's house,
where a massive tall Bokul tree
stood just inside the gate. Here we
stopped and 1 filled my pockets
with handfuls of Bokul flowers
whose fragrance I loved.

Memories of my maternal
grandmother, Nanu, are also
replete with scents. Near her
house inside the compound of
Ahia Villa was a Shefali tree, and
to this day, the scent of these
flowers — more elegant and
refined, less intoxicating than
Bokul's — takes me back to my
grandmother’s house.

[ also associate scents with
childhood festivals. Shab-e-barat
smelled of gunpowder because
of the fire crackers we waited for
all year. A secondary fragrance
was that of a special halwa, called
Tushar Shinni, which was cooked
on that day. Gunpowder - along
with grass and mud - was also
the smell of hunting trips with
my uncle. Never a hunter, |
nevertheless loved those trips

The elegant Shefali (or Shiuli.)

because of the outdoor adventure.
Rather Mela, the chariot day of the
Hindus, wore a distinctive leafy
smell because that was the day we
played Fotang - smashing green
pellet-like fruits of the Pishti plant
into a bamboo tube and expelling
them with great force using a
piston. Eid came with its own
array of fragrances, including Attar
and my mother’s delicious food.
While vision is our most
effective sense for learning and
acquiring information, it is the
sense of smell that takes us across
the distances of time and space,
tenderly touching our memories.
Smell speaks to something deep
inside us and cuts through to our
emotions. Great authors know
and use this fact effectively. For
example, Gabriel Garcia Marquez
starts his novel Love in the Time of
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Cholera associating the smell of
bitter almonds with unrequited
love. Car salesmen also know
this: hence the irresistible smell
that envelops you when you enter
a new car.

Over the years the association
of some smells have changed for
me. These days, for example, |
appreciate the sour rotting smell
of garbage which I once despised.
That smell means organic waste is
decomposing and that is good for
our home planet (as opposed to
non-biodegradable waste such as
plastics.) Other smells attract me
as much as they did on day one.
High among them is the smell
of new books and unopened
newspapers.
facebook.com/ikabirphotographs or
follow “ihtishamkabir” on Instagram

President Abdul Hamid exchanges greetings with Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul

Quader at the Eid reception held at Bangabhaban on Wednesday.

PHOTO:
PID

CITY

Barishal children get new park

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Alauddin
Ahmed

Barishal City Corporation

Amanatganj area.

BCC Mayor Serniabat Sadik Abdullah
inaugurated the park named “Shaheed
Sukanta Babu Shishu Park” on June 4

ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr,

During the inauguration, the mayor told
journalists that the city corporation has a
plan to set up more parks for children.

“This one is a modern children’s park,
which the BCC built at a cost of over Tk 2
crore,” BCC Assistant Engineer Mamunur

Rashid told The Daily Star.

The park has 12 different rides, sleepers,
walkways and lighting facilities, said the

BCC ofhcial.

[t also offers free entry and rides to all

children, said the authorities.

(BCC) has
opened a new park for children in the city's

old son Sajjad to the park during Eid.
With the new one, number of children’s

park in the city is now three.

All are situated in Bangabandhu Udyan
area. Of the other two, one belongs to BCC
and another is privately owned.

"We are very happy to get this park. It is
a recreational place for adults as well,” said
Morzina Begum, who took her eight-year-

passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Mir Alauddin
Ahmed,
founding
chairman of
Chittagong |
Steel Works Limited and
Baitul Aman Trust, passed
away at a city hospital

on Thursday, said a press
release,

A doa mahfil will be
held at Gulshan Society
Mosque after Asr prayers
today.

Noorjahan

of the United Nations

invitation to Bid for Training of Trainers for the Capacity
Building of Community Service Providers in Cox’s Bazar
Published on: 08 June 2019

Food and Agriculture Organization

Crry DEsK

Dilawar no more

Noorjahan
Dilawar, a
freedom
fighter and
former

died of cardiac failure at
Dhaka CMH on Tuesday,

The FAO Representation in Bangladesh invites bids for procurement of Strengthening the Capacity of
Community Service Providers (CSPs) Under project OSRO/BGD/802/NET - SAFE PLUS: Strengthening of
Market Linkages and Technical Capacity for Agricultural Groups to promote income generation in Cox’s
Bazar". The Objective of the services is to trained the CSPs on the topics of organizational development
(group formation and management), basics of Farmer Field School methodologies, agricultural marketing

principles and financial inclusion.

The detailed term and terms of reference and bidding documents can be accessed at
https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/91274

No communication is to be done outside of UNGM. Any vendor found to have discussed this requirement

outside of UNGM shall be disqualified.

Dateline for submission of proposal is 09.00 AM (Bangladesh Local Time) on 19 July 2019.

says a press release.

Wife of late Lt Col
Mohammad Dilawar
Hossain Birpratik,
Noorjahan left behind
three daughters, three
sons-in-law and four
grandchildren.

She was buried with
state honour at Mirpur
Martyred Intellectuals’
| Gravevard yesterday.

professor of Cadet College,
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Port city in festive spirit

Recreational spots draw large crowds during Eid holidays

ARrRuN BikasH Dey, Crg

People in port city are enjoying their
Eid holidays to the fullest.

The recreational places were abuzz
with visitors during the last three
days since Wednesday, the Eid day.
People thronged the parks, sea beach,
Naval Academy Road area, banks of
Karnaphuli river and the zoo.

For holidaymakers, Patenga sea beach
was the most sought after destination.
People from all strata of life tumed up
with family and friends.

Newly married couple
Shamsunnahar and Arif Ahmed went
to visit the beach on the Eid day. They
said they were planning to visit Cox's
Bazar but decided to spend Eid with
family members.

“Patenga [sea beach] is no less than
Cox’s Bazar,” said Arif, who works at a
financial institution. “This beach area has
been revamped to attract more visitors.”

“It's much more festive for us this
year around,” he said while looking at
his wife. Shamsunnahar, a lecturer at a
college, smiled.

Foy's Lake Amusement Park also
saw a huge turnout. Fourth grader
Sanjana Binte Kamal visited the park
with her parents on Eid day Her
father, Kamal Uddin said, “I promised
her that we will come here.”

Sanjana and her mother were
enjoying a carousel ride. "Look how
happy she is,” Kamal said.
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There isn’t a more beautiful way to end one’s day than by watching the

vibrant sunset colours at Patenga sea beach.

Biswajit Ghosh, deputy manager
(marketing) of Concord Amusement
World -- who operate the park, said
around 13,000 people visited the park
over three days, 15 percent higher
than last year.

“If the weather remains favourable,
we are expecting more visitors in the
next seven days,” he added.

Swadhinata Complex, which is
known as “Mini Bangladesh”, also
saw a huge turnout, where major
attractions are replicas of national and
historic structures including Sangsad
Bhaban, National Monument, Lalbagh
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Fort and Ahsan Manzil.

Mohammad Ali, manager of the
complex, however, said, "The daily
turnout during Eid is around 1,500,
but our expectation was 3,000.
Many went to Cox's Bazar, Sylhet
and other places during the five-day
holiday.”

Chittagong Zoo was also crowded
with visitors. Over 35,000 people visited
it during last three days, said officials.

Besides, Naval Academy Road at
the estuary of Karnaphuli, Karnaphuli
Park, Kazir Dewri Park and Butterfly
Park were also abuzz with people.
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