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mill workers ahead of Eid

Many fail to draw wages, bonuses

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Hundreds of workers of nine state-owned
jute mills of Khulna industrial belt are yet to
withdraw their salaries as ATM (automated
teller machine) booths in the area have run out
of cash, putting them in a position of anxiety
ahead of Eid.

Many workers demonstrated in front of
SIBL's (Social Islami Bank Limited) booths at
Khalishpur and Daulatpur area yesterday, for the
second day running.

About 20 percent jute workers are yet to
withdraw their money, said Murad Hossain,
president of Crescent Jute Mill Workers’ Union.

Last Monday, the finance ministry allocated
Tk 169.14 crore for wages and bonuses for
jute workers. BJMC transferred wages to the
respective workers’ accounts, of which Tk 34.29
crore were released as wages and Tk 9.46 crore in
bonuses for nine jute mills workers in Khulna.

Workers said they usually receive their wages
from the mills in cash, and are not accustomed
to using their ATM cards. This time, the BIMC
decided to pay the wages and accounts directly
from the accounts to ensure that they get the full
amount, but it has become a curse in disguise for

Jute mill workers thronged an ATM
booth of Social Islami Bank Limited
in Khuilna city’s Khalishpur area on

them, they added.

“On Thursday, very few workers were able to

Saturday.

withdraw their wages from ATM booths adjacent

to mill gate,” said Mizanur Rahman, a worker of

Platinum jute mill.

Thanda Mia and Anowar Hossain,

Trust Bank booth in front of mill gate.

“l have been trying to use the [ATM] card

two
workers of Star Jute Mill, came to Khalishpur to
draw wages after failing to draw money from a
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since Thursday, but could not draw my wages of
Tk 30,200," said Anowar Hossain while he was
drawing money from an ATM machine at Dak-
Bungalow intersection yesterday noon.

“I had to spend over Tk 100 to travel to a
usable ATM, all the while being stressed,” he
said, adding that bank authorities should refill

CITY

Empty ATM machines worry jute
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Like Rahman, hundreds of people have iftar at the terminal
or inside the vessels.

Breaking one’s fast while travelling is a common
phenomenon in the country, and the rush increases during
the last two weeks of Ramadan. Not just Sadarghat, the
same situation prevails at Kamalapur Railway Station and
Sayedabad, Gabtoli bus terminals as well.

Meanwhile back in Sadarghat, madrasa teachers Abdul
Mannan and Abul Kalam Azad were waiting on a pontoon.
“We came to Gazipur from Jhalakathi for training. We are
heading home today. We started around noon, but reached
here around 6:30pm,” said Mannan. “"You know, we didn't
need to buy iftar, many shared theirs with us.”

Despite the frenzy, launches -- filled to the brim with
homegoers -- remain docked during iftar with their hulls
jutting out over the platform, create a rhythmic pattern.
There is a sense of solidarity too. Passengers not only share
food, but also make room for others to sit down -- an
otherwise rare sight.

Asked, Hamzalal Sheikh, joint convener of Dhaka
River Port Vessel Management Committee, said, “We have
around 43 river routes, where 70-80 launches ply regularly.
The number increases to 120 during Eid."

About iftar, he said, “We let the hawkers do business
here as it also helps passengers.”

“Usually we do not delay for iftar, but depending on
passengers’ request, we take decisions. Besides, most
launches start journey in the evening,” he added.

Meanwhile, vendors are doing brisk business too.

Many also come in small boats to sell iftar items to
passengers in launches, docked a little bit further in the
Buriganga.

One of them is Al Amin, 19, who sells sliced cucumbers.
“I earn around Tk 600 and make a profit of around Tk 250
per day during the month [of Ramadan]|. The good thing is

hoped.

the machines when it runs out,

Contacted, Nurul
operation officer of SIBL said the load capacity
of every ATM booth is Tk 25 lakh at once, but in
mill areas the demand is in tens of crores.

“Gradually the situation would improve,” he

that it doesn’t take a long time to make the money.”

Suddenly, it was time to break the fast and the usual
cacophony got replaced by silence. Everyone, including
passengers, vendors, workers, took a sip of water and broke
their fast. This correspondent also sat with a group and
shared food.

Soon afterwards, the commotion that is Sadarghat
sprang back to life again.

Islam Khan Mithu,

Prothoma
withdraws AK
Khandker's

book

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prothoma Prokashon has
withdrawn the book, “1971:

Bhitore Baire”, written by
Air  Vice-Marshal (retd)
AK Khandker following

his formal apology for an
“error” made in the book.

In a press release issued
yesterday, Prothoma
Prokashon said they have
withdrawn the book from
market, showing respect to
the writer's decision.

At a press conference
in the capital on Saturday,
Khandker, deputy chief of
staftf of liberation forces in
1971, said Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
his historic March 7 speech
never said “Joy Pakistan”,

The former AL planning
minister said protests started
across the country against a
particular part on page 32
and “some other content”
of the book after it was
published in August 2014.

“..The responsibility of
such misinformation is
mine, and Bangabandhu in
his March 7 speech never
said the two words, ‘Joy
Pakistan’,” Khandker said.

“So, 1 am withdrawing
that whole paragraph,” he
added.

6 Ukrainians

FROM PAGE 3
Road for further interrogation.

According to police and bank sources,
two foreign nationals withdrew Tk 3 lakh
from a Dutch-Bangla Bank ATM booth,
and left some cash lying around on Friday.

The security guard at the booth informed
bank authorities, who checked the CCTV
footage and saw that two men were
withdrawing the money. No account of that
transaction has been recorded in bank server.

The same men then came to the booth
on Saturday, wearing masks and caps. The
security guard became suspicious and
called locals for help, who were able to
catch one of them.

Police raided the hotel based on
information provided by him and arrested
the six alleged fraudsters. One member of
the fraud ring is still on the run, said the
official.

He said seven people came from Ukraine
together. Among them, one Vitaly escaped
when he learned about the raid. The airport
immigration has been alerted, he said.

A case was filed in this connection.

‘NEW TECHNOLOGY USED’

Abul Kashem Md Shirin, managing
director of Dutch-Bangla Bank, said the
fraudsters used a new kind of technology
to withdraw cash from ATM.

“They did not use skimming devices
to clone cards. They took the money out
of the ATM's vault,” he told The Daily
Star yesterday. “We have to find out the
technology they used. Forensic experts are
working on it,” he said.

Slow-moving vehicles
pose risk during Eid

M JaHiruL IsLaM JEWEL, from Barishal

Azad Hawlader was going to his
village home in Jhalakathi from
Dhaka along with his family to
celebrate Eid. On the way, they
faced a road accident, and he
and his wife had to be taken to a
hospital on Saturday.

A car carrying them hit a
roadside tree as its driver tried to
save a three-wheeler, on Barishal-
Khulna highway in [Jhalakathi's
Bagri area -- around 2km away from
their destination.

Critically injured Azad and his
wife are undergoing treatment at
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College
Hospital in Barishal. They will have
to stay hospitalised for a week, he
told The Daily Star.

Like the three-wheeler, hundreds
of unauthorised vehicles including
battery-run  auto-rickshaw and
locally-improvised nosimon and
korimon ply highways, causing
frequent road accidents, say bus,
truck and car drivers in Barishal
city.

“These slow-moving vehicles are
the main obstacle to free movement
of high-speed buses, trucks, cars

and so on,” said Arifur Rahman, a
car driver.

Alamin, a bus driver at the
city's Nathullabad terminal, said,
“Drivers of the wunauthorised
vehicles are unskilled and they are
unaware of traffic rules.”

“The number of road accidents
may increase on highways if
operation of such vehicles cannot
be controlled during Eid rush,” he
added.

“One time, a battery-run auto-
rickshaw suddenly took a turn
without any signal and eventually
was hit my car on Barishal-Khulna
highway in Kalijira of Barishal,”
said Alamin. Five people were
injured in that accident,

"We are conducting mobile
courts on various highways to

check the illegal vehicles,” said
Debashis ~ Biswash,  assistant
director of Bangladesh Road
Transport  Authority  (BRTA),

Barishal circle,

Saiful Islam, superintendent of
police in the district, said, “We have
set up check posts at different spots
on highways so that unauthorised
vehicles can’t ply during Eid.”
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NIGHT OR DAY? With headlights on, a car drives through Dhaka University as nimbus cloud created a night-like
ambience yesterday morning. People found much-needed respite from suffocating heat thanks to the sudden rain.

ROHINGYA CRISIS
Emirates

Red Crescent
raises $18m

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A weeklong fundraising
campaign launched by
Emirates Red Crescent
(ERC) has raised nearly

US $18 million (AED
65 million) to support

Two new attractions

Cop found dead
in Gowainghat
Police Station

Our CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Body of a sub-inspector
was found hanging from
the ceiling of the barrack
at Gowainghat Police
Station in Sylhet yesterday
afternoon.

The deceased, Sudip
Barua, 45, was son of Lal

Rohingyas in Bangladesh.
ERC launched the
campaign as per directives
of President Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, to provide
over a million displaced
refugees with food, medical
assistance, clean water,
education and housing,
reported Gulf News.
The campaign will bring
all units of ERC together
in a single team to better
coordinate the efforts.

attractions:

“Rock and Roll”
experience “9D (VR)" this Eid, said a press release.

The 9D (VR) features immersive movies and interactive
games. A maximum of 40 people can enjoy Rock and Roll
ride while six people can enjoy 9D (VR) at a time.

A press conference on this occasion was held, which
was attended by Anup Kumar Sarker, executive director of
marketing, Concord Entertainment Co Ltd; Major (Retd)
Manjur Uddin, general manager of Fantasy Kingdom
Complex; Mahfuzur Rahman, head of media and PR; Uzzall
Kumar Basak, assistant general manager (marketing), and
other high officials of Concord Entertainment Co Ltd,
added the release.

Fantasy Kingdom Complex has launched two new
ride and vwvirtual reality

Barua from Sonaichhari
under Rangunia upazila in
Chattogram and a sub-
inspector at Gowainghat
Police Station.

Abdul Jalil, officer-
in-charge of the police
station, said, “He was on
duty till 2pm and then
returned to his quarter.
His body was recovered
an hour later and sent
to Sylhet MAG Osmani
Medical College Hospital
for autopsy.”

Sudip joined police

&

of the United Nations

Food and Agriculture Organization

Vacancy Announcement
Published on: 3 June 2019

force as a constable in
1991 and was promoted
to sub-inspector in 2015.
He was transferred to
Gowainghat on February
16 this year.

Mahbubul Alam,

The FAQ Representation in Bangladesh is inviting applications of the qualified and experienced candidates
for the following position to be filled under the Project “GCP/BGD/059/USA & GCP/BGD/063/EC: Meeting
the Undernutrition Challenge (MUCH)". The project is aimed at strengthening the enabling environment for
eradicating food insecurity and malnutrition in Bangladesh. The post is located in the MUCH project office
hosted by the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit of the Ministry of Food as well as in the FAO
Representation. The Incumbents will be recruited as National Project Personnel.

Position: Public Private Partnership Specialist

The post descriptions and application guideline is available in the job website: Bdjobs.com. Interested
and qualified candidates are requested to create a General Profile (GPF) using the following link:
https://jobs.fao.org/careersection/fao_external/profile.ftl?lang=en and to send it to
FAOBD-Vacancies@fao.org by close of business on 18 June 2019.

All recruitment to FAO posts are made on a competitive and transparent basis. Candidates are
encouraged to apply directly to FAQ and follow the instructions on the above mentioned website.
Please note that no intermediary is allowed fo expedite or facilitate such process. All those who
represent themselves as such are fraudulent and should be reported to FAO immediately.

Women candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

additional superintendent
(media) of Sylhet District
Police, said, “As far as we
know, he was working and
went to his barrack room
above the station. Later, his
body was found hanging in
full uniform.”

“His family lives in
Chattogram and they have
been informed. He used to
stay in the barrack alone,”
Mahbubul said.

He added that all
senior officials of district
police rushed to the
spot and police will be
investigating the matter
thoroughly.
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