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All they wanted was
fair price for paddy

14 students of Bangabandhu Tech University
asked to show cause for demo on campus

STAR REPORT

The students had only demanded fair prices
of paddy for farmers, but the university
authorities think it was anti-government
activities,

In an unprecedented move, authorities
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Science and Technology University
in Gopalganj have issued show-cause
notices to 14 students for “carrying anti-
government and  anti-administration
placards and festoons” during a protest.

Rathindranath Bappi, who studies
international relations, is one of them.

He said they were shocked to see the
low prices of paddy this Boro season. So
they formed a human chain in front of the
university gate on May 16 to demand better
prices for farmers.

“We didn’t carry any anti-government
placards. We just urged the government
to ensure fair prices for paddy. Still, we
will send our replies within the deadline
because we respect our authorities.”

The notice, signed by Registrar Prof
Nuruddin Ahmed, was issued on May 30.

“Your involvement has been found
in carrying anti-government and anti-

administration placards and festoons
and delivering provocative speeches ...
without permission of the administration
to destabilise the academic atmosphere of
the university, which is a heinous act and it
goes against the discipline of the university.

“You are therefore asked to reply in
writing in seven working days upon
receiving the notice as to why punitive
actions shall not be taken against you,” it
said.

Contacted, Dhaka University's
Mass Communication and Journalism
department’s Associate Professor Fahmidul
Haq said students and teachers of all
the public universities should be able to
exercise their right to be wvocal for just
demands.

I don't find anything anti-government
here. The students only demanded fair
prices for paddy. We often see authorities
of some public universities do things
overenthusiastically to prove their loyalty
to certain political parties. This is one such
example.”

SM  Abdullah Kaf, a third-year law
student, said they formed the human chain

because it was a national issue.
SEE PAGE 5 COL 3
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Disgruntled worker
= kills 12 in Virginia
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The gunman who killed 12 people at a Virginia Beach
municipal building before dying in a gun battle with police
was identified yesterday as a disgruntled city engineer and
co-worker of most of the victims.

All but one of the victims from the mass shooting in
the coastal resort community were employed by the city,
officials said at a news conference, while the other was a
contractor seeking a permit. Four people were wounded.

The gunman, DeWayne Craddock, had worked for
the city’s public utilities department for about 15 years,
Virginia Beach Police Chief James Cervera said at a news
conference.

Police said he used a .45 caliber handgun equipped with
a "sound suppressor” device and extended ammunition
magazines that he used to reload during the attack.
They said more weapons were found at the scene and at
Craddock’s home.

Two police supervisors from a building across the street

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

A platform at Kamalapur Railway Station is overcrowded by holiday-makers yesterday as at least half a dozen trains are
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behind schedule by one to three-and-a-half-hours. The situation was similar on Friday.

North-bound trains
run late up to 3 hours

Home rush eases up on highways, crowds thin at city bus terminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the second day, holidaymakers going to
the northern districts faced long delays at
Kamalapur Railway Station yesterday, as at least
half a dozen trains were behind schedule by
one to three and a half hour.

Trains for other destinations left almost on
time, with relatively lesser crowds seen at the
country’s premier railway station.

Many people left the capital through
Sadarghat Launch Terminal yesterday, while
crowds were at a normal level at long-route
bus terminals. No major tailbacks were
reported on highways.

Meanwhile, Road Transport and Bridges

Minister Obaidul Quader yesterday said
vacationers would be comfortable as he had
negated any possibility of traffic jams on
highways, reports BSS.

“There is no need to worry about traffic
congestion on roads and highways this year.
The holidaymakers will also be able to return
to the capital city smoothly after celebrating
Fid,” he told reporters while wvisiting the
Mohakhali bus terminal.

TRAIN DELAYS, SOUR MOOD

Asmaul Islam and nine other masons came
to Kamalapur station around 1:00pm from
Cumilla to go to their home town of Rajshahi.

“We came to know that our train -- Silkeity
Express -- was delayed by more than two

PHOTO:
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hours. We have nothing to do but wait here,”
he said.

The Rajshahi-bound train was scheduled to
leave the station at 2:40pm but the authority
later said it would depart at 5:10pm instead.

Similarly, the Chapainawabganj-bound
Rajshahi Express was scheduled to leave the
station at 12:20pm but was later announced
to be leaving at 2:45pm.

But the train did not reach at the station till
2:30pm. The same train had left Kamalapur
station after around a two-hour delay on
Friday.

“Delayinscheduleisaregularphenomenon

for this train. The authority is very much
SEE PAGE 5 COL 3

GovT PROCUREMENT
Most farmers
denied chance
to sell paddy

S Diuip Rov, Lalmonirhat

By the time Saminul
Islam reached the
government buying centre
with 500kg of paddy on
Thursday, the officials had
already wrapped up the
procurement activities
there. No more buying,
he was told, because the
procurement limit was
reached.

With a sullen face, the
farmer returned home
to Dhairkhata village
in Lalmonirhat sadar
upazila, and all the Tk
400 he spent on carrying
the grain from his home
and back went to waste.
The government buying
centre, known as the local
supply depot (LSD), is
located on Kalibari Road in
the upazila headquarters,
3.5km from his home,

“I got 55 maunds of
paddy (2.2 tonnes) from
three and a half bighas of
land this season. I sold
two maunds for Tk 900
in the local market due
to family necessity,” he
said. "I thought [ would
get Tk 13,000 from selling
the 500kg, and do the Eid
shopping for my family.”

Saminul is a listed
farmer and can sell up to
500kg of paddy against
the agriculture card he has.
But the number of listed
farmers far exceeds the

number of farmers
SEE PAGE 5 COL 1
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Dejected farmer Saminul
Islam holds his ID at a
government warehouse on
Kalibari road in Lalmonirhat,
where he was told yesterday
that the procurement was
done before he got there.
Below, political activists and
rice mill owners sell paddy at
the facility. A happy Awami
League activist after being

able to sell his paddy.
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Top yaba dealer’s
luxury homes
confiscated

Policemen taking over the mansion of a yaba
dealer in Cox’s Bazar yesterday after a court

ordered the confiscation of three such houses.
PHOTO: COURTESY OF PROTHOM ALOD

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Police, for the first time, seized two luxurious houses and
land properties owned by a top-listed yaba trader and his
family members in Cox's Bazar's Teknaf upazila yesterday
following a court order.

The houses were owned by of Nurul Haque Vutto, 33,
his brother Nur Mohammad Mongri, 35, and their father
Ezahar Mia, 70, police said.

Of them, Vutto is currently on the run while Mongri was
killed in a “gunfight” with police in Gopalganj six months
ago, said Prodip Kumar Das, officer-in-charge of Teknaf
police station.

Ezahar is currently living in his house in Nazirpara
village, the OC added.

Police seized these houses and the land properties in
separate drives conducted between 10:00am and 3:00pm
yesterday, Prodip said.

These proprieties would remain under police custody
until receiving any further notice from the court, he said.

The owners of the houses used to be rickshaw-pullers in
the past and suddenly became millionaires by trading yaba
pills, he further said.

Earlier on May 23, a court of Justice Khondker Hasan
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