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2aisill be trying to take
eailyiWiekets and put pressure
'un'||[ e Datting team. To see
those 300- 350, 400 even being
touched, and then being chased '
down is pretty crazy in my A
opinion

TRENT BOULT, NEW ZEALAND PACER

Beware of those par scores
at the World Cup: Is even 500

how possible?

ABDULLAH AL MEHDI

At the Kennington Oval in London May 25th
-- exactly four days ahead of the 2019 Cricket
World Cup - India were bowled out for just
179 runs in 39.2 overs and New Zealand
chased down the target easily in a warm-up
match. The conditions were conducive to
swing and India struggled to adjust to a pitch
which they had not expected.

Former India cricketer Sanjay Manjrekar
tweeted about taking India’s batting
performance with a ‘pinch of salt. “Pitch
today nothing like you would find in the main
games. Not as much work has gone into it. So
take India’s batting performance with a pinch
of salt,” he wrote.

He was right of course. Barring the quite
mundane prediction about pitches -- given
that ICC events frequently feature sporting
pitches, that performance was an outlier for
the Kennington Oval. In the last ICC event
-- the 2017 ICC Champions Trophy which
was played in England -- the average score for
teams batting first at that very ground in the
last five matches was 290.8.

The match would not have been easier
had they posted closer to that average score
either. 300-plus totals have been chased down
comfortably in this ground. But India’s batting
collapse signaled that teams need to be careful
how they deal with early losses. Notching
high scores is all good and well but in a
tournament like the World Cup, teams need
something to fall back on when they do not
find that winning score they were looking for;
the need to find a defendable score. It could
be this delicate balancing act that makes the
difference in crunch games.

The scores have only gotten bigger in
international ODI cricket and the lure of
only settling for a big score is always going
to prevail. For instance, England possess the
deepest batting line-up in the game and are
holders of the two highest totals in ODI cricket
-- 481/6 against Australia and 444/3. England
paceman Mark Wood opined that 500 is now

a realistic target for the English side, “That
[500] is a realistic target for our one-day
team,” Wood told BBC Sport. “It's almost
normal to get 350; 400 is easily gettable. We
truly believe that we can chase down high
scores, no matter what the opposition get.”

Then what should a batting side really aim
for when they bat?

In a recent article by Cricinfo, backed by
statistical model, it was argued that a par score
should be defined as something that gives a
team a batting side 66.67 percent chance of
winning. An average score, considered to be
the par score by fans and experts alike, does
nothing for teams who should be planning

The scores have only
gotten bigger and the
lure of settling for a big
score is always going
to prevail. For instance,
England are holders

of the two highest ODI
totals -- 481/6 against
Australia and 444/3.

around these values. During the first 17 years
(1971 to 1986) of ODI cricket, the par score
was a middling 252. What about the bowling
side? A score of 191 gave them 33.67 percent
chance of defending that total during that era.

Before the turn of the millennium, the
batting par score had moved up significantly
by 14 runs. After 1992, when field restrictions
for the first 15 overs began to have an impact,
29 300-plus scores were made. That number
shot up quite incredibly as 72 300-plus scores
being made between the period of 1997 and
2002. These scores were being chased down
as well; 12 occurrences of sides losing after

posting 300-plus runs.

With the rise of T20 cricket, that number
only rose higher as 17 300-plus scores were
chased down between 2008 to 2013; 125 were
made in total. The par score went through the
ceiling since then. It currently stands at 294
runs. The bowling par score was 209 in 2009
but in 2019 it is 232 - statistically the lowest
total that a bowling team can defend one-third
of the time.

That study accommodated data up till
March this year but a bigger shift is taking
place. In England’s recently-concluded series
against Pakistan, 350 scores were posted five
times in four matches. Pakistan almost chased
down England'’s 373 in the second ODI and
England comfortably chased down Pakistan’s
358 in the third ODI. The lowest total by any
of these teams in the series was Pakistan’'s 297
in the fifth ODI and the average score for the
team batting first was 355.5 and 339.5 for
teams batting second.

India captain Virat Kohli knew about that
particular challenge too. He had wagered
that A bilateral series compared to a World
Cup is very different, so you might see lot of
260-270 kind of games and teams successfully
defending it because of the pressure factor.”

The reality of the par score in this cricket
World Cup could be a very deceptive one.
Teams might go out there to post 350-plus
scores and comeback with below-par 150s
if they are not careful. Naturally, wickets,
conditions and opponent team’s bowling
strategy will not always fit the batting side.
While the pitches will have true bounce and
seam movement might be at a minimum,
the teams with better bowling lineup will not
always disappear. Add to that the weight and
pressure of a World Cup match and anything
random might happen.

It's good to set your batting strategy around
reaching that par score first and going further
after that. More importantly it would be the
adjustments to match scenario that will take
precedence for smart teams. It is a safe bet
that the smartest team usually wins,
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The first women's World Cup was held
back in 1973 in England, two years
before the inaugural edition of men'’s
World Cup in 1975. Seems like ladies
are always first.

It is the first time since the 1992
World Cup -- after 25 years -- the
upcoming World Cup in England will
be played in the round robin format
where all the ten teams will be playing
against each other once in the league

stage.

England's Graham
500ch is the only
nlayer to represent
NIS nation In three
different World
Cup finals and
0se all of them.
He lost finals in
hree different
decades (1979,
1987, 1002

It is the fifth time that the Cricket
World Cup will be held in England and
Wales, following the 1975, 1979, 1983
and 1999 World Cups.

This is the first time the World
Cup will see two of the Test playing
nation not participating as the
tournament will be played without
Ireland and Zimbabwe. Also, this is
the first time that the World Cup will
be played without any associate teams
participating.

Netherlands' Nolan Clarke is the
oldest player to play in the World Cup.
His age was 47, when he played the
1996 World Cup. Similarly, Nitish
Kumar represented Canada in 2011
tournament when he was 16, making
him the youngest.

During the 2015 quarter finals
between New Zealand and West Indies,
31 sixes were hit, which is the highest
in a World Cup game.

In 2007, Ed Joyce represented
England and Eoin Morgan represented
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Ireland. In 2011, Eoin Morgan
represented England and Ed Joyce
represented Ireland.

Australia had a 12-game winning
streak from 1999 to 2011. They lost a
league match against Pakistan in 1999.
They were unbeaten in 2003 & 2007. It
was again Pakistan which ended their
winning streak in a league game in 2011.

Pakistan’s World Cup winning
captain Imran Khan returned to
international cricket in 1988 after
announcing his retirement the previous
year, It was at the request of the
Pakistani President, General Zia-Ul-
Hagq, that the all-rounder represented
the country again. Eventually, he gave
Pakistan their first World Cup.

In 2003 World Cup, in a league
match against Sri Lanka, Sachin was
suffering from diarrhea. He wore a
diaper and came to bat and went on to
score 97.

In 1987, Australian batsman Dean
Jones hit a ball for a boundary against
India. But the umpires were not sure
if it was a “four” or a “six". The nearest
fielder Ravi Shastri suggested that it was
a “four”. Dean Jones wasn't happy and
went to argue. The umpires consulted
Kapil Dev’s opinion for which he
generously accepted that it was a “six”".
Eventually, India lost that match by
one run.

England’s Graham Gooch is the only
player to represent his nation in three
different World Cup finals and lose all
of them. He lost finals in three different
decades. (1979, 1987, 1992)

Kepler Wessels became the first
player to represent two countries in
ODI history. He played for Australia
from 1982 to 1985, before representing
South Africa in 1991. Despite local
outrage, Wessels was controversially
named as South Africa’s captain for the
1992 World Cup.

During South Africa’s 1999 World
Cup opener against India, captain
Hansie Cronje and Allan Donald wore
ear pieces to get instructions from their
coach Bob Woolmer. India’s Sourav
Ganguly noticed Cronje talking to
himself and referred the case to the
on-field umpires, who then asked both
Cronje and Donald to remove the
equipment after consulting with the
match referee. However, the act was not
considered to be against the laws of the
game.
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England’s current captain Eoin Morgan batting for Ireland at the 2007 World
Cup. He would change teams before the next World Cup.
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Million Hearts, One Team.

AMUNA BANK

Go Tigers, Create the Maqic.




