4 | The Baily Star

2nd Edition

DHAKA SUNDAY MAY 26, 2019, JAISHTHA 12, 1426 BS

Dr Kamal

FROM PAGE 3

written in the constitution
that multiparty democracy
would be there in the
country. Leaders of
different parties are here on
the same stage. There can
be differences of opinions
among us, but we have to
be united on fundamental
issues,” he observed.

The Oikyafront chief
said independence
becomes meaningless if
people’s ownership of the
country cannot be ensured.

Former Gonoforum
general secretary Mostafa
Mohsin Montu, its
executive president Subrata
Chowdhury, general
secretary Reza Kibria, JSD
general secretary Abdul
Malek Ratan, Bangladesher
Biplobi Workers Party
general secretary Saiful
Haugqe, Gonoshasthaya
Kendra founder Dr
Zafrullah Chowdhury and
Prof Asif Nazrul of Dhaka
Liniversity were present at
the programme, held with
Nagorik Oikya Convener
Mahmudur Rahman
Manna in the chair.

Finance minister
hopes for smooth
hajj management

Bss, Dhaka

Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal yesterday hoped
that Bangladeshi pilgrims would be able to perform hajj
this year without any hassle, as the government has taken

all necessary steps in this regard.

“Before the Awami League government assumed office
in 2009, hajj management was bad every year, but now
there is no problem regarding the hajj management,” he

said.

He was addressing the annual iftar of Hajj Agencies
Association of Bangladesh (HAAB)

Convention Hall in Ramna.

State Minister for Religious Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah assured HAAB of looking into their problems

through discussions.

State Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism Mahbub
Ali said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina had already directed
his ministry to see that there is no mismanagement during

the hajj time.

He also said from this year, Bangladeshi hajj pilgrims
can complete immigration formalities of Saudi Arabia
from Dhaka airport, saving their time and energy.

Chaired by HAAB President M Shahadat Hossain Taslim,
the event was moderated by HAAB Secretary General Faruk

Ahmad Sardar,

Taslim said HAAB would not shelter agencies which
would resort to corruption and injustice to pilgrims.
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With a 14-point demand including allocation for Dalit youths’ skill development in the national budget, Reach to Unreached formed a human
chain on Barishal city’s Sadar Road yesterday.
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Three killed
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killed as a truck hit him
while he was crossing
Dinajpur-Panchagarh
highway in Baromile
village of Kaharol upazila
yesterday.

Abdul Gafur, 60, from
the village, died instantly,
said police.

UNB from Cox’s Bazar
reports, two people were
killed and 10 persons
injured in a head-on
collision between a bus
and microbus in Dulafir
Majar area of Sadar upazila
yesterday.

Among the two
deceased, one was
identified as driver Md
Yakub, 27, of Kalatoli
Adarsha Uttar village in the
upazila.

Ray of hope
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“We got around five to 10
ounces of eggs. We were
hoping for more as it's the
second time broodfish laid
eggs in the river. But it’s still
a good sign,” he said.

Prof Md Manzoorul
Kibria, an eminent Halda
researcher, told The Daily
Star that the repeated release
of sample eggs is a positive
sign. “We hope the spawning
will begin in full swing
within days,” he added.

Broodfish release sample
eggs before releasing eggs
in full. Heavy rainfall
accompanied by gust
and thunderbolt create a
congenial atmosphere for
its breeding.

UTTARA & BANANI
(PREFER FOREIGNER)
1. Uttara- 4 storied Full
building (Sector-6, Road-05).
2. Banani -3000 5ft &

4200 S5ft ( Block-F, Road-7)
(Full Building is only 4 units)
Both Buildings are with
24hours Security Guard &
under CCTV surveillance.
Ple. Cont: 01711525563,
email: info@capital-bd.com

‘Stay alert of middlemen’
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nationals of different
seeking fortune abroad.

These migrants had left Libya and
undertaken perilous journey through
the sea in hopes of reaching Europe.

Different media outlets reported
that unscrupulous quarters were
involved in sending the Bangladeshis
through illegal means.

At yesterday’s discussion, speakers
including lawmakers, human rights
and development activists also
called upon the government to
increase monetary allocation for the
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Ministry in the national
budget, to address various problems
of migrant workers.

Addressing the discussion,
Deputy Speaker Fazle Rabbi Mia
said remittance by migrant workers
is one of the key forces of the

countries

country's economy. But unfortunately,
allocation of money in the national
budget for the concerned ministry is
not enough.

He also urged all stakeholders
to raise awareness among people,
so that they are not cheated by any
unscrupulous quarter or middlemen
in the name of migration.

Fazle Rabbi also assured that he will
allocate adequate time to lawmakers
if they want to raise their voice in the
parliament over safe migration.

Ruling Awami League lawmaker
M Israfi Alam, chairman of the
Parliamentarians Caucus on
Migration and Development, said the
government is yet to see success in
reducing cost of labour migration.

Lawmaker Aroma Dutta, a member
of the caucus, said the government is
doing many things for safe migration
but people are not aware about it due

to lack of publicity.
Presenting the keynote paper,
Syed Saiful Haque, chairman of

Welfare Association for the Rights of
Bangladeshi Emigrants (WARBE), a
non-government organisation, said in
the 2018-19 fiscal, Tk 594 crore was
allocated in the national budget for
the Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Ministry, which was Tk
90 crore less than the previous fiscal
year,

He said increament of budget
allocation is urgent for safe and legal
migration.

Lawmakers Rezaul Karim Bablu and
Shamsun Nahar, Ain o Salish Kendra
Executive Director Sheepa Hahza,
and secretary general of Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies Shameem Ahmed
Chowdhury spoke at the programme,
among others.

ripened mangoes in Baipail market area.
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Govt working to improve

Universities allocations
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Atiur Rahman, in his speech, also demanded
separate education budget.

The recommendations made by the duo
include increasing budget allocation for
higher education, linking higher education
with the industry, revamping technical
and vocational education and training,
engaging private sector, financial support
to students, promoting research and
development, fostering start-up culture and
ensuring policy support.

Addressing the programme as chief
guest, Planning Minister MA Mannan
said, “We are moving ahead, considering
the past and various issues. Our goal is to
deal with these issues and advance silently.
We are not a revolutionary government,
rather a democratic government with a
compromising mentality.”

He said people often compare the
allocation of developed countries and
Bangladesh in research sector, but they
have to keep in mind that Bangladesh is a
least-developed country.

In response to the ongoing debate
over the absence of DU among the 417
universities of Asia in a recent university
ranking, he cited the lack of budgetary
allocation in research and scholarships
as major reasons. “Quality |of education]
and good position in ranking cannot be
achieved only with words,” he said.

DU Treasurer Professor Kamal Uddin,
President of Dhaka University Teachers’
Association Professor ASM Maksud Kamal,
Dean of Social Science Faculty Prof Sadeka
Halim and Professor Niaz Ahmed Khan of
Development Studies, among others, spoke
on the occasion.

BNP demands
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tonnes are waiting to be imported.

Fakhrul alleged that though farmers set
fire to their paddy fields as a mark of protest
against falling prices, the government is not
taking any step to ensure fair prices for them.

The BNP leader said the government
procures rice from mill owners instead of
buying it directly from farmers to protect
the interests of ruling party people and
middlemen.

He criticised Awami League general
secretary Obaidul Quader for his comment
that torching paddy fields is an act of
sabotage. "Some other ruling party leaders
tried to blame BNP for it, as BNP has
become their nightmare. They see the ghost

Tk 10,000cr

of BNP in everything. That's why they want
to involve BNP in every matter.”

Fakhrul alleged that the government has
indulged in huge corruption in the name
of rice import. “The corruption has become
so widespread in rice import that former
minister Rashed Khan Menon was forced
to talk about it.”

He put forward some proposals to
overcome the current crisis, and protect the
interests of farmers. The proposals include
providing farmers with interest-free loan,
renting private silos for procuring paddy
by the government, distributing rice
among people under social safety net
programmes and buying rice directly from
farmers.

EUROPEAN UNION

DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION TO BANGLADESH

CALL FOR TENDERS FOR SECURITY SERVICES
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developing the country.

Later, the prime minister spoke to a
cross-section of people in Munshiganj,
Cumilla, Gazipur and Tangail through
videoconference.

On March 16, Sheikh Hasina inaugurated
the Shitalakkhya Bridge (Second Kanchpur
Bridge) on the Shitalakkhya River, another
bridge of the same project.

Japanese contractors Obayshi
Corporation, Shimizu Corporation, JFE
Engineer Corporation, and IHI Infra
Systems Company Limited started the
construction of the second Kanchpur Bridge
along with the second Meghna and second
Meghna-Gumti bridges on the Dhaka-

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasian said
this while launching a new semi-nonstop
intercity train service on Dhaka-Panchagarh
route, “Panchagarh Express”, through video
conferencing.

The train will be a new addition to the
existing two intercity trains -- Drutojan
Express and Ekota Express -- on the route.

Highlighting wvarious steps of her
government for expanding the rail network
across the country, the premier said a rail
line is being constructed on the Padma
Bridge and it will be extended to Barishal.

At the same time, the government has
also taken necessary measures to connect
the country with regional and Trans-Asian
Rail Networks, she added.
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Chattogram Highway in January 2016.

The construction works on the new
930-metre Meghna and 1,410-metre Gumti
bridges were completed spending Tk 1,750
crore and Tk 1,950 crore respectively.

The prime minister also inaugurated
Konabari and Chandra flyovers on the

The premier asked
concerned
passenger
Bangladesh Railway to meet the growing
demands of transportation of passengers
and goods.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also

the authorities
to procure more modern
coaches and wagons for
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Dhaka-Tangail highway, underpasses at
Kaliakoir, Deohata, Mirzapur and Ghainda,
and Kodda-1 and Bimail bridges.

PM FOR HIGH-SPEED TOURIST TRAIN
ON DHAKA-COX'S BAZAR ROUTE
At a separate programme later in the day
also at Gono Bhaban, Sheikh Hasina
sald her government could
introduce a high-speed tourist train on
Dhaka-Cox’s Bazar route, reports BSS.

“We think we will be able to introduce
a high-speed tourist train on Dhaka-
Cox's Bazar route as a rail line is being
constructed on Chottagram-Cox's Bazar
route,” she said.

directed the railway ministry to arrange
necessary training for their manpower to
increase professional skills.

Road Transport and Bridges Minister
Obaidul Qader, Agriculture Minister Dr
Abdur Razzaque and Liberation War Affairs
Minister AKM Mozammel Haque were
present on the dais.

Railways Minister Md Nurul Islam
Sujan spoke at the programme from
Bir Muktijoddha Sirajul Islam Railway
Station in Panchagarh through a
videoconference.

Indonesian Ambassador in Dhaka Rina
P Soemarno attended the programme.

Reference number EEAS/DELBGDD/2019/CPN/0007
Contract notice 2019/S 099-238499 of 23/05/2019
The Delegation of the European Union to Bangladesh has launched a call for tender
for security services. Please find under the link below all the information you need
in order to participate:
https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-display.html?cftid=4806
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