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RoorrPuRr PLANT
Engr withdrawn
over alleged
irregularities

Online train
ticket sale
1N A mess

Thousands log on slowing down servers
as 50pc Eid tickets go on sale online;
many throng rail stations in capital

StArR REPORT

The Public
Works
Department . %
(PWD) has |
withdrawn
an executive
engineer from Pabna over
alleged irregularities in
purchasing furniture and
other household items for a
housing project of Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant.

Md Masudur Alam,
project director of the
Green City residential
project under the housing
and public works
ministry, has been made a
reserve officer at the PWD
headquarters, Debashish
Chandra Shaha,
superintendent engineer
of the department’s zonal
office in the district, told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Earlier in the day,
Debashish received a fax
which had the order from
the PWD chief engineer,
our Pabna correspondent
reported, quoting the
superintendent engineer.

Asked, Debashish said

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Thousands of people tried to buy train tickets online
yesterday, the first day of advance ticket sale for Eid,
clogging up the servers.

Failing to buy tickets online, many of them rushed to
the city’s railway stations which saw long queues of ticket-
seekers from early morning.

Bangladesh Railway decided to sell 50 percent of
the total Fid season tickets online through app, SMS
and railway website to ease people’s sufferings at ticket
counters. Last year, 25 percent tickets were sold online.

But a large number of people complained that they
could not buy tickets using the Rail Sheba app or the
website,

Meanwhile, the Anti-Corruption Commission got
involved in the issue after receiving a complaint of possible
corruption in the online ticketing process.

Railways Minister Nurul Islam Sujan said it would be
their failure if the Computer Network Systems (CNS)
could not provide ticketing services to the people properly.

Talking to journalists at Kamalapur Railway Station, he
said the BR would sell tickets at counters from May 27 if
any ticket remained unsold.

However, CNS Limited, which provides online services
to passengers on behalf of the railway, claimed there was

People wait in long queues to purchase advance Eid tickets
at Kamalapur Railway Station. The queues grew longer after

mikteetomicr] elitchinthetfvestom: Bangladesh Railway’s online 1|_[:keimg se_nrl{:e fEIIlEI:'i to deal with Fe Brder il fot ot
Although hundreds of people went to ticket counters, the large number of people trying to get tickets online. Inset, people | any specific reason for

some tickets remained unsold, a railway official said. sleep outside the counters, waiting for those to open. The photos Masudur’s withdrawal.

Some people complained that they did not get AC coach were taken yesterday. Meanwhile,

tickets even after waiting for hours.
Besides, many people welcomed the authority's
SEE PAGE 10 COL 5

Transparency

P— International Bangladesh
AMRAN HOSSAIN (TIB) yesterday demanded
a fair probe into the
reported irregularities and
stern legal action against
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project’'s transparency

and accountability.
TIB Executive Director
Dr Iftekharuzzaman
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Khalld REUTERS, Beijing

Hussaln China must prepare for difficult times as the international situation is

increasingly complex, President Xi Jinping said in comments carried by

no more state media }Fester:::lay, as the US-China trade war took a mounting toll on
tech giant Huawei,

The world’s two largest economies have escalated tariff increases on

each other’s imports after talks broke down to resolve their dispute,

The High Court yesterday said it would
take appropriate legal action against
Green Line Paribahan if the transport
company does not comply with its order
for compensating Russel Sarkar who lost
a leg after a bus of Green Line Paribahan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Khalid Hussain, Ekushey and the acrimony has intensified since Washington last week blacklisted | _ .. (o030 April last year AFP, Singapore
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consider its leniency as a weakness.

“We don’t want to be harsh but don't
compel us to become tough,” the court
said.

The city-state has some of the world’s strictest
anti-tobacco laws and smoking is banned in most
public places, with a fine of up to Sg$1,000 ($725)

ik ecosea o i T oo e i B e B if caught. E-cigarettes are also banned outright.
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capital on April 28 last year. up to 10 people at a time.
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a cradle of China’s Communist revolution, Xi urged people to learn the
lessons of the hardships of the past.

“Today, on the new Long March, we must overcome various major
risks and challenges from home and abroad,” state news agency Xinhua
paraphrased Xi as saying, referring to the 1934-36 trek of Communist
Party members fleeing a civil war to a remote rural base, from where they
. re-grouped and eventually took power in 1949,
brother, told the Daily Star. %Eﬁ'vm!:j country is still ini pering of important strategic opportunities for

The singer, E"fhﬂ was development, but the international situation is increasingly complicated,”
known for singing Kazi he said

Nazrul Islam’s Hamd,

He breathed his last at
the National Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases
in Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
at 10:15pm, Mahmud
Hussain, his younger
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MOTORCYCLE FACTORY
IN BANGLADESH,

DEALER WANTED
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