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FAIR PRICE OF PADDY
Badsha warns govt

of public movement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Ruling alliance lawmaker Fazle Hossain Badsha yesterday
criticised the government for its development policy
depriving the majority of the population, and warned of a
movement by the deprived populace.

Badsha, also general secretary of Workers Party of
Bangladesh, demanded setting paddy price not below Tk
1,100 per maund, to protect the interest of the farmers.

The lawmaker from Rajshahi-2 (Rajshahi city) was
addressing a rally of the party on the Rajshahi court
premises yesterday, demanding fair price of paddy.

“Development happening in the country today are coming
to use of only five percent people. Due to disparity, 95 percent
people are being deprived of the benefits,” he said.

“If the government fails to alleviate disparities of society,
the deprived may take to the streets,” Badsha told the rally.

“Hollow words” of development will be of no use while
farmers are dying of hunger, the lawmaker remarked.

Badsha said ruling party ministers talk about taking up
mega projects, but do not think about creating granaries.
They talk about importing food because they want a
business for themselves, he added.

Workers Party brought out a procession and handed
a six-point memorandum to the deputy commissioner,
including opening paddy procurement centres at every
union and constructing new granaries.

Social organisation Bidyanondo has been distributing iftar to hundreds of street children at different locations in Chattogram city. The children collect iftar from these mobile
stalls for themselves and their families. The photos were taken at Central Railway Building area yesterday.
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DHAMRAI ROAD ACCIDENT
Rumour of death triggers
RMG workers’ protest

Our CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Workers of a readymade garment (RMG) factory took to
the streets in Dhamrai of Dhaka following a rumour that
several of their co-workers were killed in a road accident
yesterday.

Around 1,000 workers of Mahmuda Attires Ltd blocked
Dhaka-Aricha highway in front of the factory for one and a
half hours, said police.

Earlier in the day, 20 to 25 workers were injured as a bus
carrying them and a truck collided head-on in Bathuli area,
around two kimoletres off the factory, said Dipak Saha,
officer-in-charge of Dhamrai Police Station.

The workers were going to their workplaces, he said.

The injured were taken to the medical centre of the
factory, the OC said. As soon as the rumour swept through
their fellows, they left their workplaces bringing an
allegation of negligence.

The workers alleged that management staff misbehaved

with them when they asked them to send the victims to a
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

CLAY HOME FOR FEATHERY FRIENDS... A man attaches an earthen pot to the branch of a tree in Barishal’s Durgasagar Dighi area to provide

PROPOSED PRISONS TRAINING ACADEMY

Rajshahi residents rally to
protect char land

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Nearly 100 people demonstrated in
front of Rajshahi Central Jail yesterday,
protesting prison authorities’ bid to
grab at least 100 acres of char land on
the river Padma.

They also made a six-point
demand including protecting the
areas along the river in the town as
heritage sites. The river bank has its
role in establishing the township and
connected to many historic events.

The Daily Star on May 15 reported
that the prison authorities in May last
year proposed to the land ministry
for acquiring 100 acres of char land
for building a complex for a training

academy. The proposed work would
require activities like river training
and river filling.

Learning about the initiative, local
people expressed angry reactions on
social media, and a socio-cultural
organisation named “Rajshahi-bashi”
(citizens of Rajshahi) called the
demonstration.

At 1lam, some 50 people under
the organisation’'s banner formed
a human chain on the footpath in
front of Rajshahi Central Jail. Many
locals, under the banner of two other
organisations -- Swadhinata Charcha
Kendra and Tarunner Shokti -- joined
them.

Demonstrators also staged a
rally with Rajshahi-bashi convener
Mahbub Tunku in the chair.

Tunku in his speech asked the
prison authorities to find another
place for building the academy, and
let the river flow. He said any project
to construct concrete structures on
the river would hamper the region’s
ecology and may affect the river flow.

“The river has turned towards right
following siltation. Now we may even
lose the river, if it is disturbed with
concrete constructions,” he said.

Mahfuzur Rahman, convener of

Swadhinata Charcha Kendra, said the
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suitable roosting sites for birds. The photo was taken in Babuganj upzaila yesterday.

[UB competes in US
debate tournament

Crry DEsSK

A three-member team of IUB Debate Club representing
Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB) had earned the
prestigious right of being the only Asian team to compete
in Hobart & William Smith College Round Robin (HWS
RR) Debate Tournament recently held in New York, USA,
said a press release.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3
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Telenor Health observes World
Hypertension Day

Organises free medical services to raise awareness

attack or stroke.

To observe World Hypertension Day,
Telenor Health launched a five-day health
campaign throughout the country. The
main aim of the campaign is to educate and
increase public awareness of hypertension,
also commonly known as high blood
pressure, said a press release.

As high blood pressure is the main risk
factor in developing cardiovascular disease,
this year's global theme “Know Your
Numbers” refers to raising awareness about
the importance of knowing one's blood
pressure measurement. Hypertension 1s a
major cause of strokes, heart attacks and
kidney diseases, and can also contribute to
dementia. Many people who suffer from
hypertension are not aware that they have
it as there may be no symptoms, and often
people only find out after suffering a heart

Executed by Tonic, the campaign
conducted more than 1,000 blood pressure
checks for the public from May 13 to May
17. Several health camps were established
in both urban and rural areas.

Stating the importance of the day,
Andrew Smith, chief commercial officer of
Telenor Health, said, “According to World
Health Organization, hypertension was
defined as ‘the number one killer" in 2002.
As a responsible authority, we feel serious
obligation and utmost sincerity for the
cause and so, we conducted this campaign
to raise mass awareness on Hypertension.”

World Hypertension Day is organised by
World Hypertension League (WHL), which
is an umbrella organisation composed of
85 hypertension societies and leagues from
all over the world.
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BARISHAL RIVER PORT

[L.one metal detector out
of order for six months

Our CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

The only archway metal detector at Barishal River Port has
remained out of order for around six months, posing a
security threat ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Around 20,000 passengers usually cross through the
port on a daily basis and the figure rises to about one
lakh during Eid, said sources at Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA) in Barishal.

At least 50 wvessels including steamers and triple-
decker launches will be anchored at the port in the river
Kirtankhola every day from May 31, they said.

Over  security, Barishal Metropolitan  Police
Commissioner Md Sahabuddin Khan told The Daily Star,
"Most of the people from the country's southern region
travel on waterways and pass through the Barishal port. So,
we will install an adequate number of close circuit cameras
to monitor the situation during the Eid.”

Talking about the metal detector, he said they did not
know about the latest situation of the machine. “We will ask
the authorities concerned to repair it immediately,” he said.

BIWTA is entrusted with looking after the machine.
Ajmol Huda Mithu, its deputy director in Barishal,
yesterday said the scanner has been out of order for the
last six months.

“We informed our technical team in Dhaka of the fact.
Official process to send it for repair has already started. We
hope it would be fixed before Eid,” he said.

When asked about the delay, the official said he took
over the charge only one and a half months ago.

DicrTaL SEcurity Acr
Cumilla univ
student held
over FB post

Our CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A Cumilla University
student was arrested
yesterday in a case filed
under Digital Security Act
over a Facebook post.

The case was filed with
Kotwali Model Police
Station over his derogatory
remarks on religion, said
OC Abu Salam Mia.

Meanwhile, students
of the university formed
a human chain on the
campus, demanding his
punishment.

Proctor Dr Kazi Kamal
Uddin said the student was
suspended following the
incident as in a preliminary
investigation they found
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