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Hawkers gathur in front of Dhaka South City Corporation to demand formalisation. There were 50 many protesters that it Impadadtﬁﬂnmn- MUNTAKA

Gity hawkers allll Ille Public

TYRA ISLAR Evarvthing is going as is at the fraffic
signal beside Dhanmondi road numiber

32, whaen all of a suddan, the fhalmiirk
walah hoists up his heswy wash-bowd Tull
of ingredients onio his head, tucks hig
rickety stool under his arms, and makes
a dash down the streat. His swift motiona
set off a chain reaction across the area.
The man with a wooden wheslbamow
full of sour mangoes lifts up the handles

and fries o waddle away as fastas he can.

The ice-cream man ties ko do the same,
but ha isn't fast anough. A balon-wiald=
ing sergeant cakchas up with him, lands
the baton squarehy on his back, ducks fo
relessa the air from the cart's tyres, and
then moves on to the next vendaor, lesving
the ice-craaim man stranded with an im-
mobile cart full of melting popsicles.
Thesa cal-and-mouse chases ans com-

mion sights. om my way fo work, occurming
once every few wesks. In a city whose
streats ana govemead by hot-headed ruth-
lesaness, these scenes don't make a dent
in anybodys mind.

Meiher do the union prodesis being
staged day after day in front of Press Club
since mid-January ths vear.

*Thera neads to be some kind of end io
all this. Wis need to come up with syslams
ioin hewher markets into the
city,” says the genseral secretary of Bangla-
desh Hawkers' Union Sekandar Hayal.
"W have been carrying out prolesis since
2008 demanding the rehabilitation of
hewkers bt there have been no resulls
yel.” This week, hawkers surmounded the
MWagar Bhaban, the office that houses
Dhake Scuth City Corporafion (DECC),
only 1o be chasad out by the polics.

*Hawkers don't want to constantly
v i & faar of arrest. Picking up hawkears
from: the streat and booking them inlo
custody for a day has bacoma the norm.
Evary tine they ana picked up, thair goods
are. confiscated, go they suffer huge loss-
Bg," says Hayal,

Ha is not wrong. Walk dowmn the fook
path leading from Paltan traffic signal,
and evary other vendor claims to have
been picked up. As & result, many old fao-
8% ars gona. A book saller who helpad ma
find rare documents last year ks nowhera
10 be sean.

Mohammed Mainuddin was picled up
the day before Shab-e-barat, and spent six
days in prison, bafora getting out on bail.
*I sedl guavas. How is this a crime? | had
lo spand Tk 14,000 to get out of jail.” ha
says

Sumon, & book saller, says he was
picked Up around the same time, ‘and
gpent & night at the polica station. "Theay
baat mea Up badly,” he claims. One vendor
away, herbal medicing peddler Littam

K.umar was also armesied.

*I am 53 years old now. | hawe been sik
ling af this spot sinca the age of 10. | skark
ed off by selling books. My son is in high
school, and my daughter is a sacond-year
coflege student at Edan College. | cannot
give up my lhvalibood now,” ha says.

“Our new decision is that hawkers
ehould not be allowed on the streets,” says
DSCC's chief estate office Moharmmead
Asaduzzaman, "Why do they have to take
up public spaca?’ When asked about the
ongoing prodests. he says, “We shouldn't
pay atiention fo their demands. That way
they can be divertad io other vocations.®

On January 12, 2017 the DSCC Mayor
Sayead Khokon announced the idea of
*Holiday Markets". He said thet cariain
gpote wouwld be designated for hewkers,
wha can keep shop there all day long
there on Fridays, and in cartain aneas, on
Saturdays as wall.

*Thesa holiday markets turn out to be
places controllad by powarful lacal goons.
Those who can pander fo them, or pay
the bribes, get a spot, whils others don't,”
says Hayal.

A3 it urma ouk, only two such epots are
currently oparational, informs Asaduz-
Zeman. “There is ona in Segunbagicha
and cne in Motjheal, but the police are
not letling anyons sil in the atisr fght
now.”

The government abso iook Lpon a
project bo relocale all the hawkars to 8
large multi-storied boilding. All five lakh
of tham. On April 19, 2018, tha Executive
Committes of the Mational Economic
Cotincil (ECNEC), which is haadad by
the Prima Minister, ook the decision io
build & mullistoriad hawker markat for
parmanent seftlemeant and rehabilitation
of streat hewkars. A year latar an karch
14, 2017 tha High Court gave a directive
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