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INTERNATIONAL

Sri Lankan bomb disposal squad officers use a sniffer dog to check for explosives at a school in Colombo
yesterday, ahead of the reopening of all public schools after an extended Easter holiday. The search for
explosives and a security cordon thrown around 10,900 schools nationwide came as the government said it has
expelled over 600 foreigners, including around 200 Islamic clerics, since the April 21 attacks claimed by the
Islamic State group. Home Affairs Minister Vajira Abeywardena did not give the nationalities of those who have
been expelled, but police have said many foreigners who have overstayed their visas were from Bangladesh,
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Taliban attack
Afghan police
headquarter

13 killed; dozens hurt
AFP, Kunduz

At least 13 people were
killed and dozens more
wounded after a Taliban
suicide bomber and several
gunmen attacked a police
headquarters in northern
Afghanistan yesterday.

The deadly assault
occurred two days after
President Ashraf Ghani
offered the Taliban a
ceasefire during the holy
month of Ramadan, which
begins today.

The insurgents have
rebuffed the move, which
came at the end of peace
talks in Kabul, and as the
Taliban meet with the US
at separate talks in Qatar.

Yesterday's attack
started with a massive
blast at the police facility
in Pul-i-Khumri, about
250 kilometres (155 miles)
north of Kabul, sending a
huge plume of smoke into
the sky.

Meanwhile, at least
52 Taliban militants,
including two key
commanders, were killed
by the Afghan Army in
Ghazni province, the
defence ministry said

‘Your karma awaits you'

Rahul Gandhi hits back at PM Modi over
remarks against his father Rajiv Gandhi

Hinpustan TiMes ONLINE

Congress president Rahul Gandhi has hit
back at Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
his comments against his father, former
PM Rajiv Gandhi.

Modi had said that life of Rahul
Gandhi’s father ended as “corrupt number
1%,

The PM was apparently referring to
the Bofors scam, which dates back to
1980s and 1990s, in which Rajiv Gandhi
was accused of receiving kickbacks from
Swedish defence manufacturer Bofors. The
scam led to the removal
of Congress party from
power. Rajiv Gandhi
was assassinated in
1991,

“Modi Ji, The battle
is over. Your Karma
awaits you. Projecting
your inner beliefs about
yourself onto my father
won't protect you. All
my love and a huge hug,” Rahul Gandhi
tweeted. His sister and Congress general
secretary Privanka Gandhi targeted the PM
and said the people of Amethi will give a
befitting reply to Modi.

Priyanka Gandhi said that PM Modi had
“insulted the martyrdom of a righteous
and holy man in his unbridled craze”.

“The reply will be given by the people
of Amethi for whom Rajiv Gandhi gave his
life. Yes Modi ji, this nation never forgives
treachery,” Privanka tweeted.

comments and said they were hurtful.
“Why did he say that? We are ashamed of
the statement, I am a Gujarati too & come
from Gandhi ji's state. People of this state
can lie so much & speak such lowly things,
this saddens us,” said Sam Pitroda, Indian
Overseas Congress chief and a close aide of
Rahul Gandhi.

PM Modi, at a rally in UP’s Pratapgarh
on Saturday, had accused Rahul Gandhi of
trying to tarnish his image over the Rafale
fighter jet deal. “Your father was termed
‘Mr Clean’ by his courtiers, but his life
ended as ‘Bhrastachari
number 1° (corrupt
number 1)," Modi was
quoted as saying by
news agency PTIL.

The prime minister
said that only BJP can
give a stable government
at the Centre and the
opposition wants to
tarnish his image and
form a weak government.

Privanka Gandhi Vadra’s husband
Robert Vadra called Modi’'s comments as
“gutter politics” and said that it demanded
condemnation.

“Verbally attacking Rajiv Gandhi shows
moral degradation. This ‘gutter’ politics
demands strict condemnation. Using
humiliating words for Rajiv ji shows lack
of basic civility. I took baseless accusations
on me bravely, but my heart bleeds at
deplorable statements made against Rajiv

India, Maldives and Pakistan. PHOTO: AFP | yesterday. The Congress has also slammed Modi's Gandhi.”
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