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At a certain location, the Louhajang River occasionally
changes its colour. Sometimes it turns red, sometimes
yellow, and sometimes purple. But it is not out of some
natural event. It is man-made.

Before 1995, when Alauddin Textile Mills was built on
the bank of the river, the water was fresh and used for
bathing, washing, and irrigating farms. Ever since then,
the factory has been continuously releasing untreated
waste into it.

Now the water is unfit for any use, say local villagers.

Alauddin Textile Mills sits on three acres of land, next to
the river, at Khudirampur village in Tangail Sadar upazila.

While talking to this correspondent by the riverside,
local farmer Jinnah Miah said, "Before this factory was
there, we could fish in the river throughout the year. We
didn’t have to buy fish. Now you wouldn’'t see even a frog.”

During a recent visit, it was seen that the river has
turned red and spreads a pungent smell of chemicals.
The pollution has atfected several riverside villages --
Khudirampur, Karatia, Bhatkura, Taratia, and Gosaibari
Kumulli.

The Louhajang is a distributary of the Dhaleshawari
and runs 76km through Tangail town before emptying

into the Bangshi River in Mirzapur upazila.
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

The photo taken this month shows the water of the Louhajang river turned red due to

April of 2010, inset, of the same river shows the colour of the water to be dark blue as the
pollution has been going on for years.

She’d face
death penalty
in Bangladesh

Foreign minister tells
BBC about ‘IS Bride’

[T worker
‘abducted’
in Tejgaon
Family alleges

Ronaldinho raps
against graft

High migration cost
is killing the workers

Says state minister for expatriates’ welfare

STAR DESK StAFF CORRESPONDENT
Shamima and overseas employment An information technology
Begum, _ | professional has been
whileft STAFF CORRESPONDENT He said some one crore Bangladeshi [ missing for more than two
east London i — migrants send home $15 billion a year, | days.

tes oin the State Minister for Expatriates’ Welfare pyr the figure could have been $20 to $25 Thirty-eight-year-old

and Overseas Employment Imran Ahmed
yesterday said high migration cost was
“killing migrant workers”.

billion if all the remittance transactions
were done through the formal channels.
The programme was jointly organised

Ataur Rahman Shahin, an
assistant general manager
at a private organisation

Islamic State in 2015,
would “face the death

penalty” for terrorism if AFP, Rio De Janeiro

pollution allegedly by a textile mill in Khudirampur village of Tangail. The file photo taken in
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“Migration cost is killing migrant
workers...let's work together and in a way
that the migrant workers are not hurt,” he
said at a regional consultation on Global
Compact on Migration (GCM) at Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka.

Urging all to act responsibly to
protect migrants’ rights, Imran said the

in Tejgaon, was whisked
away in a microbus from
the capital’s Gulshan
Link Road in Tejgaon
on Thursday night, said
police, quoting his family
members.

The next day, Ataur's

by the Bangladesh foreign ministry, the
International Organization for Migration
(IOM) and International Labour
Organization (ILO).

According to experts, migration cost
goes up due to involvement of manpower
brokers in several stages and visa trading.
It eventually leads to forced labour and

she came to Bangladesh,
said a BBC report, quoting
Foreign Minister Abdul
Momen.

In an interview with the
British public broadcaster,
Momen said Begum had
“nothing to do” with

after retiring from professional football: rapper.

Vercillo decrying corruption in their country.

Brazil’s Ronaldinho has found a second calling

The former Brazil national and FC Barcelona
megastar -- full name Ronaldinho Gaucho -- has
released a song along with Brazilian singer Jorge

The 2005 Golden Ball award winner appears in

Bangladesh. government is considering bringing debt bondage in the destination countries. | uncle Saiful Islam filed a a video, recorded in a studio, wearing a black beret
The 19-year-old was migrant workers under an insurance The migrants also face physical and general diary with Tejgaon and a white tank top emblazoned with the image
stripped of her British coverage and offering cash incentives to psychological troubles. Industrial Police Station, of Saint George slaying a dragon.
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2 schoolgirls
raped in two

districts

STAR REPORT

Two cases were filed
with Bandarban and
Narayangani police

yesterday over rape of two
schoolgirls in the districts.

In Bandarban’s
Rowangchhari upazila, a
ninth grader was abducted
on April 23 and had
been raped in a hotel till
yesterday.

The victim told The Daily
Star that her schoolmate’s
elder brother U Shwe Sing
Marma, 25, took her to visit
Ram Jadi (temple) area and
later abducted her from
there.

U Shwe then took her
to a local hotel and raped
her. He also threatened
the victim with death if
she disclosed the matter to
anyone, she added.

A case was filed with
Rowangchhari Police
Station on Friday after the
victim managed to flee the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

2 ‘criminals’
killed in
‘gunfights’

StarR REPORT

Two alleged criminals were
killed in “gunfights” with
law enforcers in Khulna
and Mymensingh early
yesterday.

In Khulna’s Dumuria
upazila, an alleged robber

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

PRAYER TIMING MAY 5

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 415 1245 500 634 B-00
638 830
E: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

sieifaesfe

AT, AR FSH GFE AT 'S YT (OTF MY |
T FJ9E F49E=

fFarom Ay FEAF oS M-I 59 TR

A=W Uy FSAF &S M-I 8 BT

(TS (97 AR B AR GF2 (9 9 9 FIZA (AF [ A |

H97 91 96F (I FACIT =1 |

T AT ST AT FA AR T AFAR G (I SFH

PHOTO:
COLLECTED

Children speaking at an event organised by Save the Children at the Rajuk auditorium yesterday
to ensure cleaner, greener, and safer cities for children. l
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Aching for playgrounds

Children at a dialogue share their thoughts on
greener, cleaner Dhaka

Narayanganj -- came up with these
views yesterday, while sharing their
perspectives with policymakers on
the revised detailed area plan (DAP)
for the capital.

Save the Children organised
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population.

Yesterday, the children, aged below
18, took part in group works, sorted
out various problems, and offered
solutions from their perspectives.

In response, the policymakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

They long for a city free from sound
and air pollutions. They desire a
city with footpaths suitable for
walking and playgrounds near their

doorsteps. They also want to preserve  the daylong dialogue at Rajuk promised to incorporate those views T 3 T Y (R0 2T
the ecosystem. : auditorium in the capital with a view and ideas into the revised DAP. = >
Around 60 young minds -- (g ensuring cleaner, greener and safer Each  group of  children A GRERIGE

secondaryand higher secondary level
students from different educational
institutions across Dhaka and

city for children who according to the
organisation constitute around half
of the country’'s 4.27 crore urban

highlighted the outcomes of their

group works on six different topics,
SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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