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Militants attack
Afghan ministry

Suicide blasts, shooting kill at least 3

AFP, Kabul

Suicide bombers and gunmen attacked the communica-
tions ministry in central Kabul on Saturday, officials said,
in a deadly, hours-long assault that destroyed weeks of rel-
ative calm in the capital.

The Taliban said it had “nothing to do” with the attack,
which left some 2,000 people stranded in the tall office
building for hours at the start of the Afghan work week.

No other group claimed immediate responsibility, but
the Afghan branch of the Islamic State group has previ-
ously carried out multiple deadly attacks in the capital.

“As a result of today’s explosion/attack in Kabul city,
two people have been martyred (killed) and 6 others are
wounded,” the health ministry spokesman wrote in a
tweet, adding 3 of the injured were women.

In a statement, the interior ministry said four civilians
and three soldiers had been killed, though unverified so-
cial media posts suggested the final toll could be higher.

AFP journalists heard one big blast around 11:40am
(0710 GMT), followed by sporadic gunfire for hours af-
terwards.

“The information that we have is four attackers have
placed themselves near the communication ministry and
are engaged in gun battles with the Afghan security forces,”
Amanduddin Shariati, a security official in Kabul told AFP.

By about 5:00 pm (1230 GMT), the interior ministry
declared the assault over.

“Operations finished. All suicide bombers killed &
more than 2000 civilians staff rescued,” the ministry said
on Twitter.
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A police community support officer talks to a climate change activist as demonstrators continue to block the road at Oxford Circus in London
yesterday, on the sixth day of an environmental protest by the Extinction Rebellion group. Police have made 700 arrests so far.
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ECI stops web series
on Indian PM Modi

AFP, New Delhi

India’s poll watchdog yesterday ordered producers to stop streaming a
web series on Prime Minister Narendra Modi, weeks after it banned a Bol-
lywood film and clamped down on a TV channel devoted to the right-
wing premier.

The Election Commission of India -- an autonomous body tasked with
overseeing the world’s biggest democratic exercise -- said the online web
series was in violation of its rules.

Under Indian election regulations, the publication of any content
which is deemed as campaign material or propaganda is not allowed
during the voting period.

Any political advertising must also be approved by the
election authorities so that all spending is accounted for.

India’s mammoth six-week vote began on April 11
and will run until May 19, with results due on May 23.

When it ordered a halt to the streaming of the online
series, the commission said any biopic material which
has the “potential to disturb the level playing field”
should not be displayed until after the polls have closed.

The series, titled “Modi: Journey of a Common
Man” is produced by Eros Now and traces Modi's journey from child-
hood to becoming the prime minister of the world’s largest democracy.

Earlier this month, the commission banned the release of a flatter-
ing movie about Modi until after voting finishes. Days later it ordered a
clampdown on NaMo TV, a channel showing 24-hour programmes on
Modi rallies, speeches, and even rap songs and dance routines devoted
to the leader.

The Hindu nationalist Modi, 68, is seeking a tough re-election after
storming to power in 2014. He often uses his humble upbringing as a
tea-seller’s son to strike a chord with millions of poor voters.

IS, AL-QAEDA AFFILIATE ATTACKS ON REGIME POSTS

Jihadists kill 50 fighters

AFP, Beirut

Jihadists have killed almost 50 Syrian
regime fighters in 48 hours, a mon-
itor said Saturday, in some of the
deadliest attacks on pro-Damascus
forces in recent weeks.

Kurdish-led forces in March an-
nounced the defeat of the Islamic
State group’s “caliphate” in eastern
Syria, but the jihadists have retained
hideouts there and in other parts of
the country as well as the ability to
carry out deadly assaults,

Since Thursday, IS jihadists have
killed 35 pro-Damascus fighters in
regime-held parts of central and east-
ern Syria, the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

Observatory chief Rami Abdel
Rahman described those attacks as
producing “the highest death toll
among regime forces since the caliph-
ate was declared defeated” in the east-
ern village of Baghouz last month.

Meanwhile, regime fghters also
came under attack on another front
of Syria’s grinding eight-year war, the
Britain-based monitor added.

Yesterday, jihadists linked to Syr-

ia’s former Al-Qaeda affiliate at-
tacked loyalist checkpoints and po-
sitions on the western edges of the
northern city of Aleppo, killing 13
more pro-Assad fighters, it said.

It was the latest death tally in a
civil war that has killed more than
370,000 people since starting in
2011 with the brutal repression of
anti-government protests.

President Bashar al-Assad has
managed to claw back around 60 per-
cent of the country with Russian mil-
itary backing since 2015, but several
regions remain beyond its control.

These include a large swathe of
northeastern Syria held by Kurd-
ish-led forces who have been fight-
ing IS with the support of a US-led
coalition, as well as the jihadist-held
region of Idlib west of Aleppo city.

Regime forces in theory control
the vast desert that stretches from the
capital Damascus to the Iraqgi border,
but IS is still present there.

Attacks by the jihadists have killed
27 troops and allied militiamen, in-
cluding four senior Syrian army offi-
cers, in the desert east of Homs prov-

ince since Thursday, the Observatory
said.

The propaganda arm of IS said its
fighters carried out the operation.

The Observatory also said IS fight-
ers killed another eight soldiers and
militiamen, including two officers, in
the eastern province of Deir Ezzor on
Thursday night.

That attack targeted a desert vil-
lage south of the city of Mayadeen on
the Euphrates River, upstream from
the village of Baghouz where IS made
a desperate last stand in March.

IS swept across a large swathe of
Syria and Iraq in 2014, declaring a
cross-border “caliphate” in areas it
controlled. At the height of its rule, the
extremist group imposed its brutal ide-
ology on millions in territory roughly
the size of the United Kingdom.

But after various military opera-
tions in both countries, IS lost the last
shred of its proto-state on the eastern
banks of the Euphrates last month.

The US-led coalition has however
warned repeatedly that the jihadists’
loss of their last piece of territory
does not mean their elimination as a

fighting force.
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Strike destroys Yemen

rebels’ drone cave
AFP, Riyadh

‘Very naive’ Thunberg
says time running out

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg wants to
fix climate change and hopes for world peace, but
acknowledges that she might be being “very na-
ive"”] think what | want for the future is just that
we fix everything and that we fix the climate and
the ecological crisis so that everyone lives in peace,
| quess, very naive,” she told Reuters, shrugging
her shoulders. Thunberg shot to prominence last
August with weekly sit-ins on the cobblestones

in front of Stockholm’s Parliament House with her
“school strike for climate” sign. Thousands of stu-
dents around the world have since copied her and
youth organisations have launched school strikes
involving students in more than 40 countries.

Her blunt criticism of politicians has raised some
eyebrows, but she warned that it was up to the
current crop of leaders to find solutions because
time was running out.

Trump speaks with
Libya’ warlord Haftar

The White House revealed Friday that President
Donald Trump reached out personally to Libyan
warlord Khalifa Haftar, as a push at the United
Nations to broker a ceasefire hit trouble. Observers
see Trump's words of praise for the strongman, at
the expense of internationally-recognized leader
Fayez al-Sarraj, as evidence of US support that
explains Haftar's determination to pursue his of-
fensive to seize Tripoli. A statement said that Trump
“recognized Field Marshal Haftar’s significant role in
fighting terrorism and securing Libya’s oil resources,”
adding that “the two discussed a shared vision for
Libya's transition to a stable, democratic political
system.” Meanwhile, forces loyal to Libya's unity
government yesterday said they have launched a
counter-attack against Haftar’s fighters just south
of the capital Tripoli. Haftar launched an offensive
on April 4 against Tripoli, where the UN-recognised
GNAis based.

Gunmen I(II 13 at

Mexican party

Thirteen people, including a child, were killed Friday
when a group of unidentified gunmen opened fire
on a party in the violence-wracked eastern Mexican
state of Veracruz, officials said. The Secretariat of
Public Safety said the gunmen arrived at a family
reunion in Minatitlan asking to see someone named
“El Becky’-- the owner of a local bar -- before
opening fire. It said seven men, five women, and

a child were killed, and four others injured in the
attack.There was no known motive for the shooting,
but Veracruz is plagued with organised crime and
bloody gun battles frequently erupt between rival
drug gangs. Survivors described how the gunmen
forced their victims to look them in the face before
shooting them. SOURCE: AFP

TWO PHASES OF POLLS IN WEST BENGAL

Mamata has lost
her sleep: Modi

InDIAN Exrress ONLINE

The Saudi-led coalition
yesterday launched an air
raid on a cave in the Yeme-
ni capital Sanaa, used by
Huthi rebels to stockpile
drones, a spokesman said.
The cave near the presiden-
tial palace in Huthi-held
Sanaa contained drones
to be used in “terrorist op-
erations”, Colonel Turki
al-Maliki said.

Ebola worker shot
dead at DRC hospital

AFP, Butembo

A health worker fighting
an Ebola outbreak in DR
Congo was shot dead Fri-
day in an attack on a hos-
pital in the eastern city
of Butembo, the World
Health Organization said.
The WHO said that Dr
Richard Valery Mouzoko
Kiboung, an epidemiol-
ogist it had deployed to
help rein in the Ebola out-
break, was killed in the at-

A protester lies on the ground wounded during clashes with police, as thousands of “Yellow Vest” (Gilets Jaunes) protesters took to the streets a 23rd week
of anti-government marches. French police said they have arrested more than 100 demonstrators yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

North Korea slams Bolton

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi yesterday slammed
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and said
“speed breaker didi” has lost her sleep after the first two
phases of the Lok Sabha elections in West Bengal.

Addressing an election rally in South Dinajpur district,
the Prime Minister said, “Speedbreaker didi has lost her
sleep after the reports that came in post the first and sec-
ond phase of polling in the state.”

Modi accused the CM of fooling people in the name of
‘maa, mati and manush’ (mother, land and people).

He further attacked her for allowing people from the
“neighbouring country” to campaign for the TMC, and
said, "It is shameful that people from the neighbouring
country are campaigning for the TMC. This was done by
the party to appease the minority community.”

His ‘neighbouring country’ remark comes a few days
after two Bangladeshi actors” visa was cancelled by the
Ministry of Home Affairs after they were allegedly found
campaigning for the TMC in West Bengal.

The PM attacked the opposition parties as well and
said, “Be it TMC, Congress or the Left Front, they only
know how to discriminate. Whereas Chowkidar's gov-
ernment is working on the mantra of ‘Sabka Sath, Sabka
Vikas.”” He further added that the schemes of the Modi
government are benefitting a large number of Dalits, the
backward classes and the underprivileged.

US ‘HOUSE OF HORRORS' CASE

tack on Butembo Univer-
sity Hospital. The motive
behind the attack is not
known yet,

13 killed in church

collapse in S Africa
AFP, Johannesburg

Thirteen people were killed
and 16 injured when part
of a church collapsed on
worshippers following a
violent storm near the east-
ern South African city of
Durban, officials said Fri-
day. The accident happened
late Thursday when a brick
wall under a makeshift roof
collapsed during a service
at a Pentecostal church, a
converted hangar, in the
town of Ndlangubo, north
of Durban, in KwaZulu-Na-
tal province.

for “stupid’ remarks: KCNA

AFP, Seoul

A senior North Korean official slammed
US National Security Advisor John Bolton
yesterday, accusing him of making “stu-
pid”" comments on stalled denuclearisa-
tion talks and warning “nothing good”
would come of them.

Bolton is the second, top rank-
ing US politician to be criticised
by Pyongyang in recent days, after
it labelled Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo as ‘“reckless” Thursday,
demanding his removal from talks
over the North's banned nuclear
programme.

Those comments came hours
after the isolated state claimed to have test-
ed a new kind of weapon.

Pyongyang and Washington have been
at loggerheads since the collapse of a sum-
mit between Kim Jong Un and Donald
Trump earlier this year.

In an interview with Bloomberg pub-

lished Wednesday, Bolton urged Pyong-
yang to give a “real indication” it is willing
give up nuclear weapons.

In comments cited by North Korea's of-
ficial KCNA news service, Vice Foreign Min-
ister Choe Son Hui said Bolton’s remarks
may have showed a "lack of understanding
about the intentions of the two
leaders”.

But, “they all sound uncharm-
ing and stupid to me”, she said.

“Nothing good would come
to you if such insensitive remarks
persist.”

In the Bloomberg interview,
Bolton said that for a third Trump-
Kim summit to take place, “a real
indication from North Korea that they've
made the strategic decision to give up nu-
clear weapons”, would be needed.

He said US Trump was “fully prepared”
for his next summit with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, adding the Trump ad-
ministration was ready for “the big deal”.

SON FORGIVES AS PARENTS JAILED FOR LIFE

AFP, Riverside

A California couple were handed
life sentences Friday after admitting
to imprisoning and torturing 12 of
their 13 children in a grisly "House
of Horrors” case that shocked the
world.

David Allen Turpin, 57, and his
wife Louise Anna Turpin, 50, had
pleaded guilty to 14 felony counts
-- including cruelty, false impris-
onment, child abuse and torture
of their children aged three to 30
-- and will serve at least 25 years be-
fore they are eligible for parole.

In an emotionally wrenching
hearing, several of the children pro-
fessed continued love for their par-
ents, who lived in the city of Perris,
70 miles southeast of Los Angeles.

The case came to light last year
when one of the children, aged 17,
escaped through a window from
the couple’s home and called the

eMmergency services.

Both Turpins fought back tears
throughout the hearing, with Lou-
ise visually trembling as two of her
own children came into court.

‘My parents took my whole life
from me, but now I'm taking my life

back,” one of the couple’s daughters
said, while a son said he still loved
his parents and had forgiven them.
According to excerpts of the ini-
tial emergency call released during
court proceedings, the escaped girl
told the dispatcher two of her sib-
lings were chained to beds so tight-

ly that their skin was bruised.

She told responding officers that
the house was so dirty she couldn’t
breathe and that she and her sib-
lings never took baths. An offi-
cer who interviewed the teen said
she was so emaciated that he first
thought she was a child.

He said the girl described being
forced to sleep 20 hours a day and
in the middle of the night eating a
combination of lunch and dinner
that most often consisted of peanut
butter sandwiches, chips and mi-
crowaved food.

One of the older children also
told investigators that the couple
would lock him and his siblings in
cages as punishment and beat them
with paddles.

The Turpins moved from Texas
to California in 2010. Investigators
have said it is unclear what prompt-
ed the abuse.



