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Barishal sees sharp rise in diarrhoea cases
Hospital dealing with overflow of patwnts

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Cases of diarrhoea have risen alarmingly in Barishal in the
last three days.

Barishal General Hospital (BGH), one of the biggest diar-
rhoea treatment centres in the country's southern region, is
currently treating diarrhoea patients three times its normal
flow, said physicians.

Upon a visit to BGH yesterday, patients were seen receiv-
ing intravenous saline on the corridors of the hospital.

“BGH is a hundred-bed hospital, and only four beds are
allotted for diarrhea patients. But we are now treating 30-40
diarrhoea patients every day,” said Dr Delowar Hossain,
resident medical officer of BGH.

“Spreading of diarrhoea in summer is not unexpected,”
he added.

A senior nurse at BGH said, “Some 50 diarrhoea patients
have been admitted to the hospital in the last 48 hours, and
the number of patients is increasing every hour.”

Patients from Barguna and Bhola are also flocking to BGH.
Their attendants said they came to the hospital as they could
not rely on their local complexes. Most of the patients told
this newspaper that they were victims of food poisoning.

District Civil Surgeon Dr Manowar Hossain said nor-
mally 20 to 30 patients receive diarrhoea treatment in nine
health complexes and one general hospital, but in the last
three days, number of patients has reached 109.

He said mainly contaminated water and food poisoning
were behind the ailments. Most of the patients are children,
but number of female and elderly patients was also increas-
ing, he added.

Dr Mizanur Rahman, a former resident medical officer of
Barishal Sadar Hospital, said hot weather helps the bacteria
replicate faster, leading to increased number of patients.

With no room available inside, a large number of diarrhoea patients receive treatment on the

corridor at Barishal General Hospital yeste

rday.
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Bumper mango output
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“The fruit setting period is continuing superbly predicting a
bumper production of the fruit this season,” said Jahangir
who hoped to earn a net profit of around Tk 10 lakh exclud-
ing all farming expenditure.

Abdul Halim, another farmer from Rangatipara village in
the same area, said he has been cultivating Hatibandha
mango successfully on 9.5 acres of land for 10 years.

“Like in previous seasons, | hope to earn a net profit of Tk
12 lakh excluding farming cost after selling mangos in May
and June,” Halim added.

Khondker Md Mesbahul Islam, horticulture specialist of
the DAE at its regional office, said around 95 percent of
mango trees bloomed this season and the fruit setting pro-
cess is continuing well in the region.

“The farmers cultivated mango on 7,122 hectares of land
producing 83,764 tonnes of the fruit worth Tk 335 crore last
yearin the region,” he said.

However, 7,350 hectares of land have been brought
under mango cultivation this season in the region. The
farmers are expanding the farming after getting
repeated bumper production with lucrative price in
recent years.

The field level agriculture officials are assisting farmers in
propetly nursing their orchards and controlling pest attacks,
if any, during this fruit formation period, he said.

Md Moniruzzaman, deputy director at DAE regional
office, said farmers are taking extensive care so that tender
mangoes could grow well in huge quantity.

He also predicted bumper output of Haribhanga,
Gopalbhog, Lengra, BARI-4, Nakfazlee, Khirshapati,
Mohanbhog, Chyatapori, Chandramallika, Lakhna,
Amrapali, Gourmoti and other popular varieties,

Accelerate progress in reducing inequality
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It sought statements from NGOs all
over the world ahead of a three-day
ministerial meeting of the High-Level
Political Forum on sustainable devel-
opment, scheduled to be held from
July 16 to 19 in New York.

MJF enjoys consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council of
the United Nations since 2017, reads
the MJF statement.

Citing growing inequality in
Bangladesh and elsewhere, Shaheen
Anam underscored the need for coher-

ent policy attention to disadvantaged
and marginalised population.

creating political polarisation and
erosion of social cohesion leading to
instability, social unrest and violence,”
she warned.

the dynamics of not only income
equality, but also other forms of
inequalities across various sub-
sections of populations.

necessary,

“Inequality has the potential of

She also urged to look deeper into

“While political commitment is
the implementation of

various programmes through integrity,
transparent and accountable gover-
nance will help to reduce inequality
and develop a more inclusive society
worldwide,” she added.

MJF with the support of UKAid is
currently implementing “Excluded
Peoples' Rights” project to improve
the overall condition of 1.6 million
vulnerable people,
marginalised,
addressing inequality, discrimina-
tion, violence, insecurity and climate
change issues.
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DU journalism dept celebrates
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and mutual respect.

“Someone will respect us [willingly] --
things are not like that; respect has to be
earned. Students are like our children and
we should stand by them always. We
should understand their problems and help
them accordingly, if necessary,” she added.

Prof Ahaduzzaman said, “I do not
consider myself a teacher. | have been and
will be a student forever... My learning
process is still continuing. I learnt...
many things from teaching students.”

Clay lamps were lit at the beginning of

the programme and Prof Kaberi pre-
sented uttoriyo (ceremonial scarf) to the
teachers.

Besides, a journal named “Ograyon”
comprising 23 articles and two interviews
of the professors was launched at the
event which was followed by a cultural
programine.

DU pro-Vice Chancellor Protf
Muhammad Samad, social science fac-
ulty Dean Prof Sadeka Halim, and former
chief information commissioner Prof
Golam Rahman were also present at the
programme.

Rajshahi mayor
FROM PAGE 5

According to Rajshahi City
Corporation officials, they
have been announcing the
drive through loudspeakers
and publishing advertise-
ments in newspapers.

The decision to conduct
the drive was taken at a
special meeting held on
April 9 with the mayor in
the chair.

The meeting also
banned all kinds of floating
businesses on footpaths
from 9am to 4pm,

ULAB holds inter-university
student conference

CITY DESK

University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) organised
the fifth Inter-University Student Conference and
Cultural Competition on its permanent campus on
April 18 and 19, says a press release.

The Department of English and Humanities organ-
ised the competition themed "The Romantic and The
Gothic” in two segments -- an academic session and a
cultural competition. Liaquat Ali Lucky, director general
of Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, was chief guest at the
closing ceremony.

ULAB Vice-Chancellor Prof Jahirul Haque and
Special Adviser to the ULAB Board of Trustees Prof
Imran Rahman were also present.

Scholarships for 65 CUB students

CITY DESK

Canadian University of Bangladesh (CUB) yesterday
awarded Sarafat Chowdhury Merit Scholarship certifi-
cates to 65 students for their outstanding academic
performance in Fall 2018 semester,

Sajjadul Hassan, secretary of the Prime Minister's
Office, was chief guest, while Benoit Préfontaine, high
commissioner of Canada in Bangladesh, was present as
a guest of honour at the ceremony held at the univer-
sity auditorium, said a press release.

Chowdhury Nafeez Sarafat, chairman and board of
trustees of CUB, chaired the event.

Fire guts valuables at Ctg
confectionery factory

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A fire gutted valuables of a confectionery factory in
Chattogram city's Bibirhat area yesterday morning.

The fire originated from an electric short circuit in
the factory of Modhuban Confectionary around 8am,
said Jasim Uddin, assistant director of Fire Service and
Civil Defence, Chattogram.,

On information, firefighters rushed to the spot and
douses the blaze around 9am.

The fire gutted valuables worth Tk 5 lakh, he said,
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Reunited
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Selina, who lives with her
family at Ganganandapur
of the same upazila.

On Friday, Habibur
brought Ayub's daughter
and wife to his house for
the reunion.

This correspondent
also visited the residence
in the morning. It was
surrounded by locals,
who gathered there to
greet the reunited family.
Ayub, with a smile on his
face, was trying his best
to answer everyone's
questions.

Selina, sitting beside her
father, told him about his
grandchildren.

“I'm elated to see my
husband after so many
years. We almost gave up
hope,” said Ayub’s wife
Marjina Begum. “Words
cannot express our grati-
tude towards them
[Habibur and his family]
for looking after him and
helping him get well.”

Ayub, still a little over-
whelmed, told this corre-
spondent, “I now have two
families, what more could 1
ask for?”
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Where pedestrians
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Contacted, Shahidul Islam, additional director (sales) of
BFDC, said, "We did not dump the garbage there. Also, the
cranes do not belong to us. Directors or producers might
have rented those and the rental companies left those
there.”

When this correspondent asked him why he did not take
any step to remove those, he said, “What happens outside
the | BFDC] gate is beyond our control.”

Md Sharif Uddin, superintending engineer (civil circle)
of DNCC, said, “This footpath is under our jurisdiction.
During construction of the flyover, we were unable to reno-
vate it. Also, other issues like drainage and gas pipelines
came up.”

“Now, we are planning to reconstruct the footpath...
hopefully it'll get priority in the upcoming budget,” he
said.

Foreign policy
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CEAF Executive Director Nasim Mahmmud said the publi-
cation of this magazine will have Bangla and English sec-
tions, to cater to a wider audience.

He said BRI is a noble initiative for the world, as it aims to
strengthen infrastructure, trade and investment links
between China and more than 65 other countries in the
world.

Among others, Chen Wei, Charge d'Affairs, Embassy of
the People's Republic of China; and Prof Dr Delwar Hossain
of the department of International Relations at DU also
spoke at the ceremony, chaired by former ambassador
Selina Mohsin.

A 37-member delegation from Bangladesh will attend
the second Belt and Road Forum on International
Cooperation to be held in Beijing from April 25-27. The BRI
is a multi-billion-dollar initiative launched by Chinese
President Xi Jinping in 2013.

Bangladesh formally joined BRI, when the Xi Jinping
visited Bangladesh in October 2016. Later, he committed
$40 billion of investment and aid for Bangladesh, said
organisers.

Bright future
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During the Bangladesh
Liberation War, he was
detained by the then
Pakistani government and
kept in custody in West
Pakistan. He was later freed
together with
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

After the country's inde-
pendence, Dr Kamal served
the government of
Bangladesh under Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman first as
the law minister, then as
the foreign and later as
energy minister,

He was also the chairman
of the drafting committee of
the Constituent Assembly,
and led the process until
the 1972 Constitution of
Bangladesh was produced.

Dr Kamal formed
Gonoforum deserting Awami
League in 1992,

3 accused
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named Global Fortune

Immigration and
Education Centre. There
they duped around 150
persons and took Tk 8
crore in cash, promising to
send them to Canada and
the US," said the ADC.
Later, they closed down
the office and went into
hiding with the money, he
also said, adding, they are
accused in five cases filed
with different police stations
in Chattogram, Dhaka,
Pirojpur and Khulna.
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Apartment Sale (Mirpur DOHS), Dhaka

In Brief: 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 1 living room,
1 dining space, 1 family living space, 4 verandahs,
1servant room, 1servant toilet, 1 kitchen and 1nos
Car Parking and other Common features: Recep-

tion, Lift Service, Generator, Sub-station, Roof-
access and roof top, Fire protection, Walkup stairs
and Security services, Guard room.
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» Apartment Size: Corner Plot, 2200 Square Feet (Approx.)

Only genuine buyers are requested to call directly

Number: 01713378337
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