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Out of clutter, find simplicity. From discord, find har-
mony. In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.

Check anarchy in bus
fransport secior

Public transport in Dhaka is
regarded as of low status and
poor service. Poor bus
conditions due to lack of
maintenance, lack of proper bus
stoppages, and no rules
regarding passenger safety make
it the most unappealing option
for city dwellers. The condition
of the roads is not much better.
Bus drivers stop in the middle of
the road as passengers wish. The
footpaths are occupied by
hawkers, construction materials,
and even foot over-bridges are
not clean or pedestrian-friendly,
forcing pedestrians to cross or
walk on the road leading to
accidents.

Lack of BRTC bus service is a
longstanding issue. Why don't
we see the state-owned bus
service on all routes? Even they
are run by private companies
which dilute the state's
responsibility towards the
public. As the private sector
creates a monopoly, taking
control over buses and other
forms of transport and raise
fares, public interest is of least
priority. All buses ply on a

contractual basis and drivers
adopt unfriendly means towards
passengers. None of this is to
the passengers' benefit. In the
end they are the ones who have
to pay extra and suffer,

Bus passes which can be
bought beforehand would save
a lot of hassle and all bus
companies would be bound to
charge the same fare. Road signs
need to be placed more
precisely so they are visible.

Drivers and helpers need proper
traffic education immediately,
such as stopping at zebra
crossings for pedestrians (which
should work in tandem with
traffic lights). Traffic police
should be stricter regarding the
enforcement of rules and
regulations—using
speedometers and speed
breakers to stop speeding buses.

Zubair Khaled Hugq

— Albert Einstein
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When will the collective psyche
of the nation awaken?

It has been a month since the
devastating fire in Chawkbazar
took 70 lives and soon after,
three new fire infernos in the
capital also made
headlines—Banani's FR Tower
inferno, Gulshan DNCC
kitchen market yet again, and a
kitchen market in Khilgaon.
One cannot forget that so many
lives have been lost and many
families and businesses were
destroyed in these four fire
incidents because of the greed
and indifference of the building
OWners,

Fire safety experts found that
the commercial building in
Banani lacked any safe fire exits.

THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN THESE LETTERS DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF THE STAR WEEKEND.

In the Gulshan and Khilgaon
kitchen markets, an electric
short-circuit might have caused
the fires. These show that such
fires are not merely accidents
but murder because of poor
vision in terms of following fire
safety and building code rules.
No concrete actions and
solutions have been taken so
far. We have also witnessed
bystanders not helping the fire
brigade to perform their duty or
stay out of the way; rather they
are interested in taking selfies in
front of the raging fires.

Nuzhat Rifa Ehsan
Baridhara, Dhaka



