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Manipulation

suspicions rise

Thailand's first general election since a 2014 army coup has
been touted by the ruling military junta as a return to demo-
cratic rule, but two weeks after the vote, results are still
unclearand allegations of manipulation are mounting.

Since the March 24 vote, figures linked to a "democratic
front" of opposition parties say they have come under
increasing pressure from police and the military.

The Election Commission has also indicated it would use a
complex allocation formula for 150 "party seats” in the
House of Representatives in a
way that would likely dilute

the opposition alliance's seats EC Wm'!lti dannounce even
in the 500-seat lower house. provisional winners

The Election Commission of 150 party seats
has said it won't announce until May 9

even provisional winners of
the 150 party seats until May 9,
saying it needs time to order
by-elections and vote recounts
as well as to disqualify candi-
dates who broke election laws.

But critics say the time gap allows the military-royalist estab-
lishment to manipulate results and disqualify opponents of the
pro-army Palang Pracharat party that seeks to keep junta leader
Prayuth Chan-ocha in power as an elected prime minister.

The leading opposition Pheu Thai party, made up of
loyalists to army-ousted Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, sees the delays and legal actions as an attempt
to deny the "democratic front" enough seats in the House

Time gap allows military-
led establishment to
manipulate results: critics

needed to block the main junta-linked party from unre-
strained lawmaking power.

The Election Commission's secretary-general,
Jaroongwit Phumma, told Reuters the body is not helping
the pro-military party.

SEDITION CHARGE

However, opposition figures say they are being targeted.
Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, the leader of the youth-
oriented Future Forward Party which did surprisingly well
in the vote, was charged on Saturday with sedition on a
junta complaint dating back to 2015 - a case that could see
his party disbanded.

Online campaigns have also cast Thanathorn as anti-
monarchy, a serious crime in Thailand, where the monarchy
is revered without question. Thanathorn denies being against
the monarchy and all charges against him. The rules of the
election were written in the 2017 junta-backed constitution,
which critics said were aimed at ensuring military influence in
Thai politics. Palang Pracharat has repeatedly said it reaps no
benefits from the constitution. SOURCE: REUTERS
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (C) waves to supporters during a campaign rally ahead of the national elections in Cooch
Behar in West Bengal state yesterday. India is holding a general election to be held over nearly six weeks starting on April 11,

when hundreds of millions of voters will cast ballots in the world's biggest democracy.
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BJP, Congress

unveil slogans

HINDUSTAN TIMES ONLINE

Union finance minister and senior BJP
leader Arun Jaitley yesterday unveiled the
BJP's election tag line and theme song for
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections that
begin on April 11 and end on May 23, the
day the votes will be counted. The BJP,
however, is yet to release its manifesto.
The party has chosen the slogan “Phir

ek baar Modi sarkar” as its election tagline. | : _
. armed neighbours nose-dived after

- a suicide bombing in Indian-
* administered Kashmir in February
- killed 40 Indian security personnel
.and was later claimed by a
. Pakistan-based militant group.

The party's campaign will revolve around
the Narendra Modi-led government's
achievements in the past five years.

It also launched the party's theme song,.

Earlier yesterday, the Congress launched
its official campaign tagline for the Lok
Sabha election: "Ab hoga NYAY", centered
around its minimum income guarantee
scheme and party president Rahul Gandhi.

The manifesto titled 'Congress will
deliver' focused on the agrarian crisis and
unemployment, and the Congress' mini-
mum income scheme NYAY that guaran-
tees Rs 72,000 a year to the bottom most
or poorest 20% of households.

 the attack and Prime Minister
. Imran Khan offered cooperation in
. the investigation if credible evidence was
. provided by India, reported AFP,

India planning military
attack this month: Pak

. Pentagon 'not aware' of any audit of Pak F-16s

* AGENCIES

. Pakistan's Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
. Qureshi yesterday claimed his government
. had reliable intelligence that India was
' planning to carry out aggression against
+ Pakistan between April 16 and 20.

Relations between the nuclear-

Pakistan has denied any role in

Talking to reporters in the southern city

: of Multan, Qureshi said the ambassadors of
. the permanent members of the UN Security
" Council in Islamabad had been informed

about "the plan” two days ago.

"We have reliable intelligence that India
has made a new scheme and the planning is
underway and there are chances of another
aggression against Pakistan and according
to our information this action can take place
between April 16 and 20," he said.

India vyesterday rejected the
"irresponsible” statement made by
Pakistan foreign minister.

Meanwhile, claims and counter-
claims continue to fly over India's
' insistence that it shot down an F-
16 during its skirmish with
Pakistan following New Delhi's
retaliatory strike on Balakot,
reported TNN Online.

While the Pentagon said on Friday it was
“not aware” of any audit of Pakistan's F-16
jets that a US journal said showed no miss-
ing aircraft, Pakistan released pictures of
what it claimed are four missile seeker heads
purportedly from India's downed MiG 21,

117 all-women polling

stations in Mizoram

There would be 117 all-women polling stations with
women polling officials and security staff for the
lone Lok Sabha seat in the north eastern state of
Mizoram. Polling for the lone Lok Sabha seat in
Mizoram and the by-poll to the Aizawl West
Assembly constituency will be held on April 11.
Addressing the media in Aizawl on Saturday after-
noon, state Chief Electoral Officer Ashish Kundra
said, "There would be 117 all-women polling
stations, manned by women polling officials and
women security staff, on the polling day due to the
huge positive response in the state assembly polls
held late last year” He said 256 voters awareness
forum were formed across the state besides forma-
tion of young voters club by social media enthusi-
asts. Kundra said that 600 federal armed police
force personnel were being deployed to ensure
peaceful polling. Wireless communication back-up
would be in place in "mobile shadow areas”
especially in southernmost Lawngtlai district
where 50 percent of the polling stations do not
have mobile network, he said.

Modi has done nothing for
us: sanitation workers

Five sanitation workers, all from the lowest rung of
India's caste system, were chosen in late February
to meet a very important guest: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. As cameras flashed, Modi pro-
ceeded to wash the feet of the workers, one by one,
using water and his hands, a gesture intended to
honour staff who clean toilets at the Kumbh Mela,
a massive religious gathering in north India. But
sanitation workers, scores of whom die each year
from asphyxiation while removing waste from
underground drains, have had enough, said
Bezwada Wilson, the head of the Safai Karmachari
Andolan (SKA), or Sanitation Workers' Movement.
Ahead of general elections that begin on Thursday,
the workers are reminding Modi of his promise to
eradicate by this year the practice of manual
scavenging — the cleaning, carrying or disposing
of human excreta from dry latrines and sewers.
“(Modi) has done nothing for us in the past five
years," Wilson said.

BJP |gnores blggles

BJP on Saturday dropped nine more of its sitting MPs,
disregarding resistance from influential satraps and
dramatic protests of the discards. In an interesting
choice, the party named Diya Kumari, scion of the
former Jaipur royal family, for the Rajsamand seat in
the Lok 5abha. In doing so, it has ignored strained
equations the former Jaipur royals share with ex-CM
Vasundhara Raje. This is the second instance of the
brass taking calls which Raje may not be comfortable
with. Early on, it reached out to saffron rebel
Hanuman Beniwal, who had quit the party in protest
against Raje's unquestioned dominance. BJP is
backing Beniwal's candidature for the Nagore seat as
an independent. Diya's choice for Mewar seat raised
eyebrows because Rajputs of the area have not been
fond of her family since the days of their challenge
to Mughal emperor Akbar. The then rulers of Jaipur
chose to side with the Mughals, a call seen by Mewar

Rajputsas treason.  goyRCES: REUTERS, TNN
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