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Bangladesh Consulate
General inaugurated
in Toronto

CITY DESK

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam inaugu-
rated the Consulate General of Bangladesh in Toronto and
celebrated the 49th Independence and National Day on
Tuesday. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario graced the occasion as the guest of honour.

Dowdeswell delivered a speech on the event and
expressed her congratulations on the opening of the
Bangladesh Consulate General in Toronto, noting that
inauguration of a consulate happens only once in a lifetime,
therefore, she is glad to be present at the occasion. She
expressed hope that the new consulate will work to connect
the growing Bangladeshi community in Ontario.

The lieutenant governor of Ontario recognised
Bangladesh's strides in materialising the dream to be a devel-
oped country along with Bangladesh's achievement in SDGs
and women empowerment. She also offered her appreciation
for Bangladesh's response to the Rohingya crisis.

The event commenced with welcome speech by the
Consul General of Bangladesh, Nayem Uddin Ahmed fol-
lowed by the Official Declaration of Inauguration by State
Minister Md Shahriar Alam.

The state minister said that the opening of the new
Consulate General was a commitment of the present
government led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to the
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One of N'ganj gas explosion
victims dies

STAFF CORRESPOMNDENT

A five-year-old child died at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital last night a day after he had sustained burns
in an explosion in Narayanganj.

Safwan succumbed to his injuries around 8:30pm at
the burn unit, hospital sources said.

He along with three of his family members suffered
burns in the explosion believed to be caused from a
leak in gas pipeline at their house in Fatullah area on
Saturday:.

The other injured -- Safwan's mother Fatema Akhter,
35, sister Faria Akhter, 9, and brother Rafi, 11 -- were
admitted to the burn unit of the hospital with around
90 percent burns, said Dr Partha Sankar Paul, resident
surgeon of the unit.

Construction worker dies in
Barishal road accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal
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Dignitaries at the inaugural ceremony of the Bangladesh Consulate General in Toronto on Tuesday.

Freedom fighter
Abdul Khaleq

Nno Mmaore

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Md Abdul Khaleq Sheikh, a freedom
fighter and father of Housing and Public
Works Minister SM Rezaul Karim, passed
away yesterday. He was 90,

He breathed his last at the intensive
care unit (ICU) of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University (BSMMU) at
7:20am.

He left behind his wife, four sons and
two daughters.

On Friday, Abdul Khaleq was flown to
BSMMLU by an air ambulance from his
Tarabuniya village home in Nazirpur
upazila of Pirojpur as his condition dete-
riorated.

He was buried in their family grave-
yard in the village with state honour after
his third namaz-e-janaza in the village.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, parliament Speaker Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury and Law Minister
Anisul Huq expressed their deep shock at
the demise of freedom fighter Abdul

[nvestigate corruption

FROM PAGE 3
codes and to form an initial fire fighting team.

M Shahidul Ameen, professor of architecture at
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
(Buet), said a research on building planning was pub-
lished by Buet experts in 2000 but neither the government
nor private developers follow recommendations from
that.

Adil Mohammed Khan, general secretary of Bangladesh
Institute of Planners (BIP), alleged that many high-rises
have been approved indiscriminately to serve personal
interests only.

Mobassher Hossain, former president of Institution of
Engineers, Bangladesh, urged the government to enhance
the power of city mayors so that they can form a strong
coordination among Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk), other stakeholders and parliament members from
Dhaka.

Rayhanul Ferdous, chief engineer of Rajuk, said, “We
acknowledge our limitations in monitoring but we have
already taken numerous plans in this regard.”

Dhaka North City Corporation Mayor Atiqul Islam said a
list of buildings that violated codes will be made as early as
possible and owners will be given an ultimatum for recon-
struction.

“Otherwise, they have to face stern action,” he added.

Among others, former director general of Fire Service and
Civil Defense Ali Ahmed Khan, former REHAB president
Tanvirul Haque Probal and Prothom Alo's assistant editor

JS body for new
tourist attractions

Recommends Sonadia, Maheskhali
BSS, Dhaka

The parliamentary standing committee on the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and Tourism yester-
day recommended developing Sonadia and
Maheskhali islands as attractive tourist desti-
nations along with Saint Martin's.

The recommendation was made at the
second meeting of the parliamentary standing
committee on the civil aviation and tourism
ministry in Dhaka, said a press release.

The committee stressed on further devel-
oping waste management system at the
tourist spots, including Cox's Bazaar, to
ensure an eco-friendly environment.

It recommended taking necessary steps to
sell tickets in such a way that no seat remains
vacant during flights. It was stated at the
meeting that eight development projects and
two study projects of Bangladesh Parjatan
Corporation are under progress, the release
added.

Presided over by chairman of the commit-
tee RAM Ubayedul Moktadir Chowdhury,
members of the committee -- State Minister
for Civil Aviation and Tourism Md Mahbub
Ali, Engr Mosharrof Hossain, Ashek Ullah
Rafique and Syeda Rubina Aktar were present

Magistrate
imposter held
in capital

JNU CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday arrested a
magistrate impersonator
from the office of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM) of Dhaka over
fraudulence.

The arrestee was identi-
fied as Jewel Rana alias
Sohel, 27, hailing from
Tangail.

Around 11am on the
day, Jewel went to the
CMM's office to lobby for a
case. He introduced him-
self as a magistrate, but the
CMM wanted to check his
credentials out of suspi-
cion.

When Jewel showed his
papers, the CMM found
out that those were forged.
He then handed Jewel over
to police, said Moudud
Howlader, officer-in charge

A construction worker was killed and six of his co-
workers were injured as a pickup truck carrying them
hit an electricity pole beside Dhaka-Barishal highway
near Barishal Cadet College yesterday.

Ashikur Rahman, 18, from Godagari area in
Rajshahi, was declared dead at Barishal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital, said Mahbubur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Barishal Airport Police Station.

The injured were admitted to the hospital, police said.

Police quoted the witnesses and the injured as say-
ing that the Barishal-bound pickup coming from
Rajshahi knocked a human haulier before hitting the
electricity pole.

Law enforcers seized both the vehicles.

Mahmooda Saeed dies

CITY DESK

Khandker Mahmooda Saeed, wife of ’T S
telecommunication expert Abu ’
Saeed Khan, breathed her last at a
Bangkok hospital yesterday. She was ¥
68, says a press release,

She had been suffering from can-
cer for the last few months.

Mahmooda left behind a son and
host of relatives and admirers.

Her funeral will be held at her father's residence in
Islampur village of Tangail on Thursday.

Relatives, friends and well-wishers are requested to
pray for the salvation of the departed soul.

Sariyya Subaha passes away

CITY DESK

Sariyya Subaha Salam, the youn-
gest daughter of architect Md

Anisul Hoque also spoke at the event.
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HC directs police

FROM PAGE 3

Mohammad Ali and Samad; along with Abu Borhan
Chowdhury and Bahauddin, chairman and managing director
respectively of Everest Holding and Technologies Ltd -- on
charges of misappropriating Tk 15 crore from Rupali Bank.

ACC Deputy Director Md Jahangir Alam on August 29,
2013 submitted the case's charge sheet to the trial court,
exempting the Rupali Bank officials from the case.

He, however, implicated Borhan, Bahauddin, and
Bangladesh Bank Inspector Md Abdul Quddus in the charge
sheet, DAG Manik said.

The special judge court-6 of Dhaka on April 12, 2015 sen-
tenced Borhan and Bahauddin to life imprisonment, and
acquitted Quddus of the case, he said, adding that Bahauddin
filed an appeal with the HC challenging the trial court verdict.

Barrister Hassan MS Azim appeared for the ACC during
yvesterday's hearing, while Advocate Md Rezaul Islam Reaz
argued for Bahauddin and Advocate Sheikh Obaidur
Rahman stood for Atiqur, Mohammad Ali and Samad.

Bangladesh can be

FROM PAGE 3
resisting corruption, said the parliamentarian.

“We want to see a confident Bangladesh, with strong, trans-
parent and accountable democratic institutions,” said Field.

Speaking as chief guest, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's
Political Affairs Advisor HT Imam, however, claimed that the
11th parliamentary polls was held in a free and fairmanner.

“Many polling officials were recruited to ensure the fairness
of the election, The government did its best to fulfil the
demand of the Election Commission,” he said, claiming that
some 104 million people voted on election day.

Stop land acquisition

FROM PAGE 4
its assistant commissioner (land); land acquisition of Cox's
Bazar sadar; Jamal Uddin Khan of Bakshir Ghatichhora
under Mathbaria upazila in Pirojpur; and Ziaul Haider
Hashmi of Khalishatola Sun Uddin Haji Bari in Noakhali -
who were given power of attorney on behalf of the owners of
the land to be acquisitioned, a Bela press release said.
Barrister Fida M Kamal, Advocate AM Aminuddin and

(investigation) of Kotwali
Police Station. A case was
filed in this regard, he
added.

The details regarding as
to why Jewel impersonated

a magistrate were not avail-
able.

Abdus Salam, breathed her last
at Apollo Hospitals Dhaka yes-
terday. She was 11 years old.

She had been suffering from
pneumonia, says a press release.
Her father Abdus Salam is
managing director of DOM-INNO Group. The com-

pany expressed its deep shock at the death.
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