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It's almost a common feeling, and
often we hear people exclaim over a
serious lack of talent in our country.
Where have the name, fame, and
creativity of our seniors faded away,
we wonder? But, truth be told, if we
probe around a bit, we would discow
er that the reality is otherwise. The
talent is certainly there, but there’s
simply a lack of medium to connect
one to another.

In the yesteryears when education
was meant for the privileged few,
talent was recognised comparatively
easily, because of the small group of
people. Now, with an ever-growing
population, keeping track of talent
has become next to impossible.

And this is where Bengal Creative
Hub comes in; by creating an online
platform where gifted individuals can
list themselves handily.

The intelligent platform is run by
Eeshita Azad, a creative individ-
ual herself, who realised the
depth of the situation. Azad
is currently the managing
director of Bengal Creative
Hub, and someone who
believes that talent still
flourishes in Bangladesh
and it's about time we
gave these people some
opportunity to shine.

Who is it for?

Bengal Creative Hub is
for all creative youth, residing
in any part of Bangladesh, who
want to build their career in the cre-
ative world. The only criteria to join
Bengal Creative Hub for any young
person is to be a Bangladeshi.

What was the motivation be-
hind the launch of Bengal Creative
Hub?

Over the years, | have seen many
creative young talents who yearn to
work, practice and showcase their
abilities, but end up leaving the cre-
ative sector due to the lack of proper
networking, representation, and
work opportunities.

Even though the creative industry
is expanding, the growth is unstruc
tured and not always inclusive/un-
derstanding of all creative profes-
sions and their development needs.
Bengal Creative Hub (BCH) came to
be from the core feeling of address
ing and reaching the whole spectrum
of creative people — innovative and
tech-savvy designers, photographers,
artists and craftsmen.

The aim was to provide them with
an inclusive platform, not limited by
geography and language i.e. making
it bilingual (in English and Bangla)
so that creative young people have
a place to network and get to work
outside their own city limits.

The site was completely creat
ed in-house to keep it simple and
accessible via phone or desktop, with
features resembling Facebook and
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LinkedIn, so that first time users feel
a sense of familiarity from the very
beginning.

In older days, the arts had a
major influence on families; every-
body tried their hand at least at
one of the many art forms — writ
ing, storytelling, theatre, painting,
singing, etc. Do you think, with the
passage of time, the culture per
spective of Bangladesh has taken a
backstage and the new generation
of men and women have no inter
est in it whatsoever?

No, | do not feel so. On the
contrary, | believe the arts and other
creative forms of expressions are
still as influential and necessary as
yesteryears. However, due to lack of
physical spaces to gather and cele-
brate the arts, this need has taken

a virtual form. We only have to look
into a young person’s social media
footprint to see how much time he or
she spends on sharing film, music, or
pop culture anecdotes with friends.
Is it possible to help youngsters
discover the beauty behind differ-
ent types of art forms and revive
the culture scene in Bangladesh?
Absolutely! Family, and society at
large can play a huge part in bringing
back this culture of ‘adda’ with a
celebration of Bengali culture in the
younger generation. It is our respon-
sibility to bring back old school family
and friends ‘adda; and to create a safe
and fun space for young people to
share their songs, poetry, and other
creative passions. Educational institu-
tions need to support cultural clubs
and events with more enthusiasm
and allow freedom of expression. The
birth of this nation took place based
on cultural freedom and | believe it is
ingrained in the Bangladeshi psyche,
so it is not lost but currently hidden.
Does Bengal Creative Hub
help network ‘deshi’ talent across
borders? Do they get introduced to
international platforms to show-

case their talents?
BCH is a new platform and only

started its journey last year. It is an

online professional network for Ban-
gladeshi creative people, overcom-
ing geographical boundaries and
making the platform accessible from
anywhere in the world.

Think of it like this, an interna-
tional event organiser looking for
Bangladeshi performers or someone
looking for designers or editors for
their projects can simply look at the
different array of creative profes
sionals and their work on BCH, and
choose to work with them without
being limited by geography.

As the platform grows, | hope
more and more Bangladeshi creative
people will connect using our plat
form and vice versa, internationally.

Are there regular workshops at
Bengal Creative hub to fine-tune
talents?

While we know there are educa
tional institutions providing academ-
ic or learning support to creative peo-
ple, they are far and few. Most people
in the creative line of work do not
get the resources or training support
they need — a thought, from which,

| envisioned providing professional

development resources as a core

component of BCH.

We have already initiated a work-

shop series called ‘Artistic Arsenal, in
partnership with EMK Center, where
creative sector specialists engage in
interactive sessions with participants.
Writing, music, photography, TV pre-
sentation, podcasts will be in focus
in the first few workshops, which we
plan to expand based on the need
of emerging and mid-level creative
professionals.

What is the future for Bengal
Creative hub? What can the young
people expect from it in the future?

| look forward to a steady growth
of the platform over the next few
years. One of the key things creative
professionals need is different work
opportunities and career guidance.
We plan to introduce an employment
component where companies or
organisations and creative profes-
sionals looking to work can find each
other, as well as career counselling
services as part of the whole support
ecosystem so that creative profes-
sionals can develop their skills, and
in turn, themselves, one individual at
a time,

Anything else to say to our
readers?

To all creative minds looking for
access to the professitonal world
or to showcase their talents in the
form of an online portfolio, or just to
stay connected to a virtual network
of like-minded peers, join Bengal
Creative Hub at www.bengalcreative-
hub.com
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TREATING

ACNE
SCARS

Acne is not life-threatening but can cause long term
physical and emotional scarring. Scars from acne can
seem like double punishment — first you had to deal
with the pimples, now you have marks as a reminder.

Nearly half of all adult experience mild to moderate
acne. Acne lesions or pimples happen when the hair
follicles or pores on the skin become plugged with oil
and dead skin cells. A plugged follicle is the perfect
place for bacteria to
grow and create
the red bumps and
pus-filled red
bumps known as
pimples. These may
or may not
contribute visible
scarring.

Most serious
scarring is caused by the more severe forms of acne,
with nodules more likely to leave permanent scars
than other types.

The best approach is to get treatment for acne soon
after it appears to prevent further severe acne and
more scarring. Specially if you have nodules, it is
better to consult dermatologist as soon as possible for
treatment.

TREATMENT OPTIONS FOR ACNE SCARS
MILD VS. SEVERE SCARRING

Treatments depend on how severe the scars are.With
advancement of medical science, a Chemical peel or
LASER or Microdermabrasion is more suggested by the
Dermatologists to help improve the appearance of
scarred areas. These
milder treatments can
be done right in the
clinic. If the scarring is
difficult and too old
with punched out
appearance, the
following advanced
treatment may give BEFORE
better result:

* Fractional Laser Resurfacing
* PRP : Platelet rich plasma
* Surgical Scar Revision

One thing you shouldn't do to deal with acne scars is
load up your face with masks or fancy lotions — these
doesn't help. If you are really bothered, better to consult
a Dermatologist who practices medical grade aesthetic
treatments.
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