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Turnout
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wias T05T percent, while it fell to
G1.23 percent i 2014,

Election Commismoner Raligol
Esdam anecibuted the low voter enthia-
st 1o the absence of wome regis:
tered political parties inthe palls.
“The elections became less competi-
tive amd participation of wobers
bevame bews than that of previous
elections.

Baciul Alam Majumedar, secretary
af election watchdog Shishashoner
fonnag Magork (Shajan), termed the
turmgnat figure “gquestionakble’, He
also called the polls "one-sided” s
the peaple already considered i
results “eertain®

Woters became disinterested
because they were niot sure whether
casting their votes will make any
difference, " he said, .'I.Millﬂ_ that
virers feared they could not wote if
they tumed up al polling centres.

“mbost importantdy they [woters)
bewit Fawith i the BT he ddid.

This year, eledions in 4B0 upazilas
out af 492 are aking place in five
phases, The fifth- phase will be an
June LB,

This i the first e political par
ties have nominated candidages for
thie posts of dleairman, vice.chairman
and female vicechairman in upazila
parishads,

The BMP: left democratic alliance,
a combine of eight lefi-leaning par.
ties; Islamd Andolan H-.mg].ar]t':]l;
Bangladesh Khelafat Ancdalan and
Bangladesh Musling Leagoe boy-
cotted the election, saying that they
did ned see any prospeat of free and
Eair pedls

The results also show that 108
chairman candidates had been
elected unoppeosisd i the four
phases. OF them, 107 are from the
ruling Avwarni League while the other
iz an independent, according o the
EC.

Fifty vice-chairman contesianis
and 52 female vice-chairman caone
tenders were also elected uncan:
tested. Almost all of them are AL
backed contendes.

The EC have results af 451
upazilas, OF them, no electiong were
needed in 30 opazilas as all three
candidares of the upazilas - dhair
mman, vice-chairman and female vice-
chairman - were elected unopgrosed.

AL chairrman candidates won in
A0 upszilas. Tndependent comencs
ers secured victory in 127 upazilas,
Fatiyva Pacty men in three upazilas and
P | Bangu) candidate bagged a chair
muan post.

Independent candidares took
arouicd 27 percent of the chairman
P,

EC officials sasd naot bess than B0
percent of the independent candi
dites who waon in the eladiong wene
rebel candiclates from the AL

“The parties that are fiof conbéesting
the local HOWETAIET election mi,g]ﬂ
have extended support to the inde-
penadent candidates,”® said Eleqion
Commissioner Bafiqul lskam,

Japan declares
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“command” but can also mean
"o ™ and “beautiful,® while the
seond meeans “peace” or “harmaony "

The name emphasizes the beauty
af Japan’s traditional culture and a
Future im which everyone would be
able bo achieve their dreams, R
cially young people, Abe gand,

*Chur nation is Gcing a big timing
pevnd, bt there are Lo of Japanese
values that shoald nod Fade awany,” he
tald a news conference, .ar]d.ill.g ke
name signials that "owr nation's cul-
ture is baarn and nowrished by pea
phe's hearts being drasmy beautifully
together.”

Mamthito's ascetsion o the
Chrsanthemum Throne will come a
day afier his Gather, Emperar Akihivo,
abadicates on April 30, ending the
Hedsei era, which began in 1989, He
will be the fimt emperor to abdicate
Lin Jaaian i owern Peaa ceniburees

The announcement came a month
early o povernment offices and com
pavuies can upcate comparter softvare
anad make preparatioos bo awoid
glitclees when the new e begins,

While wie of the Western calencar
i oo, many Jxpanese count
vears by gengo or use the o systems
interchangeably.

While the public FLs Wik B
erally puﬂ'liwl,. JLm}rEﬁh did n|.F||: like
thee new smame, prommced] "yewse

“It's a gentbe. peaceful name, " said
Masabham Hannoukt, a l.‘:.i-:.-':'.:l:-uld
mian outside Shimbashi tain station
where free special edition newspapers
were handed out. "We want this e be
an era where children can ghine ina
calem fuguire.”

Others gaid it sounded ssvere
because the Aot character B used most
afien 1o mean "sormanand” and “andes®

“The icea that you should juse give
in 1o orders from those above you
that's probably their wish but that
doesn’t give me the sense they wani
peace for ordinary peogle,® said one
Twitber wser.

For the st time, the new name
wad taken oo an anckent lapanese
seviarce = an anthology of poerms
called the bMamyoxhin ~ instesd of old
Chinese textx

The charscters are from a poem
abweut gprivg that mentions saft
winads and plum blaasams « refer-
ences that scholans recopnised but ane
net Farniliar to most people,
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Police surround senior BNP leaders, who are waiting for the arrival of ailing party Chairperson Khaleda Zia, on the

premises of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Medical University yesterday.

Khaleda taken to BSMMU
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Brig Cen AE Mahbubul Hague ol
reporters afier a five-member medical
board examined her.

“She has pain in points of her hands
and feet. She is weak and does not have
a soundd sleep. Her hlood sugar level
wis mesasured 14 [ mmol/L] after hay.
i:q.;_mi:aL"l'buxﬂiﬂ.

The director rubed dart any possabil
ity of sending Khaleda abreoad for
treatiment  mow, - saving “the s o
facing any such complexity which is
ok peossibale v b treated 3t BRbKALL®

According o the jail suthorities,
Khaleda was s sick that she could ng
be produced before the court of [udge
Sheikh Hafizur Bahman of the Special
Judge Coasrt-% westenday. The coun was
et up insicde the Old Dhaka Jal foe
hearing on charge fming in connec:
tiom with the Miko grall case.

The court fixed Aprl 10 for the next
hearing o charge framing in the cise.

Ehaleda, escorted by 15 vehicles full
all law enforeers, prison and fire offi
cials, was taken out of the prizon al
LE:20pm, She was taken to Cahin 621
afier the convoy reached at the
BEkibLTar 12-38pm.

Securiby was beefed up arowmd the
hospital centreing the shifiing.

Mahbadual said they had reformed
the previcws medical board as igs for
mer chief Dr Prof Abdul Jalil
Chosdbiry ook retiremment a few days
hack,

*She |Khaleda| had gone through
aifferent tests a few days ago. Mo test is
requined right now,® he said, adding

that & doctar would check her health
every day.

Mahbaubil said Ehaleda expressed
satisfaction over the medical board
that incudes two of her personal
physiciang, indoding  Abdullah AL
kA,

Rephving to-a query about BRNP's
demand af shifting her toa specialized
|1l:|-\.'::|:lilr||r the direcior zaid, "The
BSkALT i the super specialized hospi-
tal in Bangladesh,®

Last year, a debate raged between
the givernment and the BNT aboan
wihsether Kluabeda would be treated a
BSMMU - or her preferred  Unied
Hospital.

Though the BMP chiefl initially
refused o take treatment at BSAAML],
she finally agreed and was shifted there
an Oetober 6 that year

The imue of Khaleda's shifiing sur.
Faced omnece again an March 5 whena soe
member BNP delegation, bed by i
Secretary Ceneral Mirea Faldenal 1ilam
;\.Ju.rll.gi.r. met Home Minister
Asadiezaman Bhan and discused her
illrvens and the necessity af proper treat-
ment. Khaleda refused o be treated a1
BEMMALL whien the authorties made all
arrangensent on klarch 10,

Khaleda has been in jail singe
February 8 last year when a special
conart awearded her fve years i prison
ins the i Orphanage Trst grafi cse

The High Court Liter extended her
jaxill termy a0 B0 vears in the case, She was
also convicted in the Zia Charitalile
Trust graft caze and handed a seven
year il term,

14,988 absent on first day
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B03, according to the data of
Bangladesh Inter-Board Coordination
SuboCarmmities.

Twenty-two students were expelled
Fiar resarting to wafair means wicder the
Techmical Education Board, while oo
each fram the Dhaka, Cumilla,
Jashere, E]Lﬂ!t:lgrﬂln aind  Madrasa
bererds was expedbed.

Education Minister Dipu Moni has
eneamwhile asiied that the exams
wirald be held without any incidents
of gquestion leak. She also unged all not
tir pay heed o any kind of mmours in
this regard,

Digoa Melonai aned Depaty Minister for
Education Mohibhul Hasan
Chendbueny Mowdel visited the exama.

nation centre a1 Siddheswart Girls
College in the capatal.
The written - examinations  will

continue until May 11, while the prac.
tical examinations will be held from

hllity 12 o hbary 21,
A twonal of 113R. 747 candidates are

taking the examinations under sight
general education boards, BE.451
candidates under the Madraga
Education Board and 124,264 others
uinber tlee Technical Ecueation Board.

The government has taken a decs
sicwn b shuat down all coaching cenres
across e country fram April 1 1o May
6 inca bid o prevent guestion beak
cluring the examinations,

The examiness have been ashed o
envler their respecive centres 30 min-
utes before the exam stars I aifyomne
failed 1o do- wo, they have 1o meéntion
the reason for ther dely,

Bexides, oo electromic devices are
allowed within 200 vards of the exam
centres, Oin violstion, Jegal action will
be takeen againgt the offendes. The set
coce of the question papers would be
antounced 25 minutes before the
EXAM slarts

Only the  secretary af the exam
cering b allowed wo use a feature phone
Ersicle the centne,

Four killed, two hurt
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Mashiur Rahman, officerin-charge
(O] of Khilgaon Police Station, weld
The Daily Star that they seized the van
anad cletaimed its dover from the gpot.
keanwhile in Lalmonichar, a track
o e Bavia, @n 550 excaminee, while
he was crossing the the Kakina-
Chaparhar road near Kakina area
around 70 ko, |1:mfin|;, him dead an
thespot

The diver Hed the scene with the
truck, police said.

Fana was a student of Kakina
hahima Banja Memaomal High Schosol
andd waas waiting For his resules, saicl
Maghbul Hossain, 0OC of EKaligan
prodice Siatiodn,

As the news of his death spread,
agitating students from differeny local
schoods. blocked the Lalmonirhat
Burimari highway for bwo hours from
12:00pm - demanding  the drivers
immediate arrest

Police later intervened and con
vinced the studentz o withdraw the
blockade, promising that their
demand will be met, OO Magbul
s,

However, falking o joumalisis,
Aminul Islam, a student of class 10 of
the sr|1rJ|:|J. saidd lhq- waatild wape
tougher movement from today if the

trch dirver was nol arrested by then.

The driver had been identified and
vomldl be amested  immediately, the
O el rmaed,

Earlier, an March 19, a university
atuidlent = Abrar Ahmed Chowdbaery -
wits killed afier a bus ran him over in
Dhaka's Bashundhara Residential
area, iriggering the prodest of studens
Fer e road oce again,

It Dinajpuc, freedom Ggheer Lutfar,
.a|.-|.1|1|q with two atlvers - Mosie Uldidin,
R, amd Saicdur Rahman, 50, were
taking a walk afier moming pravers in
Sadar upazila's Tajpur village when a
tractor lost control and  hie them
around G:00am,  said  Redwanur
Rahim, afficer-in-charge {(OC) of
[rmajpur Sacar Police Sation.

Lutfar aied on the spat amd the two
others were injuned,

Logils nished them 1o M Abddur
Rakim Mledical College Hosgital, the
O il

In another incident, Jahidul was
kalled sehem a speeding truck hit him in
Chirrrhamadar upazila's Bekipur area an
the Dinajpacr-Rangpur highway,

The truck hit him while he was
crassing the highway around W:00pm
on Sunday, said Abdul Malek, O of
Drimajpur's. Dosmail Highway Palice
Station.
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Probe bodies
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after inapecting the building armand
I3 0am.

"Wl are planming 1o ooongare the
Rajuk-granied builcding plan and the
ane provicded by the cwmners of the FR
Terwer s that we cun investigate i thene
are any dillerences betveen the two,”

heamwhile, another sight-member
e fmam, formeed by the
Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh
(IEB) inspected the spod fior threee
heaers b pefrained from comarent-
g in cletails

Engineer Kazi Khairul Bashar, a
rmember of the probe body, said fire
might have arginated thete from an
electrical short-cirowit foorm am air
condithoner or ather things on any
flemar between seventh and ninth.

“There will e a meeting on April 4,
W wall ot comiment ooy e added.

heamwdvile, owmers have been
handed their bebongings which werne
stexred o elifferent floors of the 23-
stowery FH Tonaer.

Talking with The Daily Star,
Sageatul Islam, a atadf of Fryyvay
Restavrant hovsed at the building,
sarid they started the business two
months back. 1t is oemed by five
studdents of a private university.

“The busineis was growing bt
sudidenly this happened,” Sazcaiul
sxicd, adding that though their restan
runt was sabe from fire, they don't
ket where they will shift now.

Stadfen of DIRD Croup, which
had odfices on the thind, 12th, 131h,
16th, amd 19th fosars of FR Tower
were also seen mowing their poods

“Oleir expeort i v closed after the
fire incidend. We are now shifting the
preods 1o o Bactories §n Savar and
Coazipiuir sy thint wee can 2 up our
office there. ™ waid Golam Moot
Warish, an official of the DIRD
Croup's marketing deparment,

Visitiiag the spod vesterday, it was
seen that the broken pieces of glases
were often flling dovwn on the moad,
San the authuorities heve put up sheds
on both sides of the building to amid
any accilent,

Ramadan

FROM FAGE 1h
officer (commerdal ) of TCE.

Lnder the programme, the TCR
will =ell 2,000-2,500 nnes of edibie
il 2,000 ionnes of sugac, 1,000
1, 100 tonmes of lentl, 1,500 tonnes
of chickpes and 16 tonmes of dates.

Somee 2 827 dealers will nell the
commosdities al 187 gpats across the
CoLmlny with H-uur]x loaded o brucks

35 spods in the capital, 10 in
Chatvogram,; five each in all the divi-
sicimal cities and one each in all the
district heaclgquuaners.

The TCE will sell the items o help
binvwe-incoine people deal with possi-
ble hike in the prices of daily esien.
tials abesd of the Rammadan. But the
unit price of the commesdities is vet
b b fixed by the government, saicd
the afficial.

The sale sprots in the capital are
Secretariat Gate, Jaimm Press Cluab,
Eapan Bagar, Victoria Park, Science
Lab intersention. Mew Market-Milkhet
intersection, Shaymoli-Kalyanpar,
Higatoda intersection, Khamarbarn at
Farrmgate, Kalmilaa Bazas,
Rajanigandbia Supermarket ai
Eachukhel, Apgargaon Taltala and
Electicsn Commission Office,
Rajlokkhi Complex at Utara, Mirpur
T Macear Road, 5h=l‘llil1iLHHl’ Baczar,
halibagh Bazar Basabo Basar, Ideal
Echool at Banasree, Banpladesh Bank
Chattar, Mahakbali Bitehen Markost,
Shewrapara Bazan Dainik Bangla
intersection, Shahjabhanpur Basir,
Fakirapool Bazar and ldeal Zone,
Motrfeel Balaka Chatear, B.'J:illqaun
Taliela Bazar, Ramparra Bazar,
Bdirprurs 10 roaindabout, Ashkona Hajj
Camp at Lttara, Mohammadpur
Temwnhiall Kitchen Markeet, Dilkoadha
amad Maslantek Mondipara Krishi
Bank.

The sale will contdnue il the Last
day of Ramasdan, the official added,

NZ shooters back
gun control after

Imassacre

AFR, Wi

Few Feaband will crack down an fire.
amu ownership this weel after  the
Chrsichunch  mwsques massacre  that
clabmex] 50 lives = and the Kiwi gun
[ekibry, foor the most part, isokayewith that

[n stark contrast b the Llnited
Sates, whene even the . most minos
curbs on gun ownership méet fero.
clos apposition led by the Mational
Rifle Asociation, Mew Zealand gun
O nErs agree action is needed.

The March 15 rampage by a white
supremacist guaman has been a shock
ti the collecinve system,

"W vkl Lo St doer greerniment
i any changes (o prevent a lermorist
attack from happening in New Zealand
again,” Bicobe Mokee, secretary of the
Council af Licensed Firsarm Owniers
saidl.

Pricee  Minister Jacinda  Ardern's
gowvernmient annewnced animmediate
ban on militanesyle semi-auomatic
rifles (M55As) after the shooting and
will put lawes o padiament formalising
its action today,

Finalising such legrslation can alten
take moniths bug Arlerm says the matie
i s L 36 weilll B dlomee by Aqarid 11,

Furthier curbs - potentially includ.
g A gun register, tighter veiting and
siricter g stonage miles - are st o be
pivised by theend af the year.

[ & meve that wesild be unthinkakble
in the United Staex one of blew
Zeadanad's largest gun retailers, Hunting
& Fishing, voluntarily stopped selling
miSEAL and habed anline Arearms sales

* Such weapons al war have nao place
i gniar buiness -« o our countey” chief
exerdive Diarren Jacoha saic

Mew Zealand has dis own Mational
Rifle Asociation, but since the shoot-
i, it hak been A padng (o point out it
ix a srall sporting organkation, mot a
wealthy political lobby groop Like s
American counterpsart.

"Olur members shoot with sngle.
shaot bakt action rifles at paper targets, ®
presiddent kaloolm Dodson saad.

Anather office hobder has told
rineclia the Mew Zealand MRA s consid
erng changing i name o wvoid any
assoeiation with the American body.

O the surfasce, Mew Zealand and the
Linited  Sttes shire many historical
sapilariies, but they have a fundamen
tally different astiode iowarnds firearms.

Both are former British eobonses
that fought bitter wars against indige
neas papulations and fomged an indi
vidualistic frontier menality.

Howewer, statistics  highlight  the
difference,

[ 2016, Mew Zealansd, with a popu
latigns af aboart 4.7 million, had nine
firearms-related homicices.

In the Linied States, popalation
approxinatehy 327 million, there were
14,415, aboud 23 times the per capita
cade s Bew Tealanad,

There are approximately 393 mil.
Lignn guns in private hands in the
[Inited States, or 1.2 for EWVENY PErson,
whereas Mew Zealand has aboat 1.5
enillion, ari.3 per perion,

The Mew Zealand government
believes theres are 13,500 M55AS 10 the
country, while estimates put the num.
ber i thoe LBS a2 15 millioon.

Philip Alperts, a gun policy
researcher at the University of
Svilney, said the crucial difference
between Mew Zealand and  the
Linited Sfates was the U5
Constitition™ Second Amendment,
which guarantess the right o keep
and bear arms.

Alperts, hinmelf a Kiva, sasd couneries
such as Mew Zealand viewed gun
wnership as a privilege, while in
Armerici it was seen as an inalienable

right.

"W have a population wha, when
they travelled 1o America would get off
the plane and be absolutehy horrified
iy see peaple walking around with a
g, ” he gaid, adding that safety was a
the centee of Mew Dealand pomodinee

EU's patience
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Frissirated with her approach, MPs in
the House of Commons las week
veed to give themselves powers bo find
an aleernative sirategy. by holding a
seriesaf " indicative vores”,

Ho simgle option won a majorty in
the first roancd but MPs were 561 1o iy
again yesterday with voding stirting al
A0 i [ 1900 GRUTY, and another day
of debate iz scheduled for this
Widnesday,

The b mast popular ogions ks
week were a new ELRLIK  customs
uriom or a public vote on amy agreed
deal, both backed by the opposition
Labicwur party.

Some pro-European ministers might
Suiprport & cLstOmS Wi, it thwt risks
rmass rebellion among the rest af May's
cahinet, who believe it would  cartail
Britain's freedom alier Breit,

Another widely discussed plan,
basex] on the model of Hoowany's meme-
bership of the EL'S single mwarkes,
secured less support last week ban
many 1% abstained.

Inrare public remarks, chief whip
Julian Smith - swho enforces discipline
amoang Many's Conservative MPs - said
a closer relationship with the EL was
“inevitable® due o the makewup of
parliament,

But in a BEC interview hroadeéas
yesterday, he also noted the divisions
amodg ministers, saying it was “the
worsd example of ill-dissipline in
cabinet in British palitical histong®.

Cerman  junior fonsign. miniter
hiclsae] Bogh had harsher sords when
he addressed a meeting of his Social
Demoeratic Party n Berlin this weel
enal

"Brexit is a shitshow, T'H say it gueite
undiplomatically,” he saicd.

He blamed people wha =went 1o
private schools and elite universities®,
snving “They sorewed it up and others
have 1o ke respansibality for e
GENERAL ELECTION THREAT
hay strck a divorce deal with the EL
last Movember, but it was rejected by
MPs in fanuary, on Manch 12 and again
Lavsat Friclany.

The numbers of Consenative MPs
against the plan fedl afier May pledged
b resign il it paased, but her Morthem
Irish allies. the Democrtic Uinionist
Party [DUIP), are siil] opposed.

Cary Werhofstads, the beader of the
European Pariament's Brexit comniit:
tee, urged 8P o “find a compromise
amd stop this chaos”,

"This evening, for once yoding Yes',
instead of every time voting "No’,” he
twreeted,

Cabinel ministers will meet this
roming to discuss the outcome of the
balbats, and could sl decde io hald a
fourth wote on May's deal on
Wednesday or Thurstay,

The wates by MPs are not begally
binding but the government fears they
may lead o begislation that woald
frarce hlay's hand.

"1 fizar we are reaching the limits of
this prosess in this Hoase,® the prime
minister said kst week, fuelling spea-
Laticn that the anly way out may be a
genentl election.

But rmamy Conservative kM oppose
the idea. The party's depaty chairman
lamies Cleverly told Sky Mews: *1 don')
think an election would solve any-
thing.”

1 killed, 5 hurt
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Three other workers of the factony -

Keshob Chakraborty, Dilip
Chakraborty  and Hridoy Chandra
Debnath - amgained  injuriez while
they were trying to douse the fire. They
were sent o Moakhali  Ceneral
Hospital for treatment.

They were also sleeping in another
rocam near the fctory,

Cifficer-in-charge ol Senhagh Police
Station Md Mijanur Bahiman said the
owwner of the factory has been aske 1o
show the factory's authonsation
papers, adding that necessary legal
actidon will be taken after investigation.

[n Moagean, a fire oocureed inoa
plastic warehouse setup at the top loos
off a Five-storey building in the fown's
Dabpatly Bazar area yesterday abier
AR,

The building cwner, Majou Kawsar,
5 a businesman who lives with his
Eﬂlﬂil}' an the second floar of the
bulding while uwsing the basement and
ather floors to stose plastic material fos
buisiness purposes,  said wilnesses,
petice and fire fighters.

The fire service received the infor
onation ol fire aroand 2: 30pm and send
six units b the spod immediately. The
fire was completely doused within one

hipur, ‘said the service's Deputy
Asgixlant Director AKM Morshed

Mo canmlty was reported, Twa fire
fighters, however, were critically
injarred from excessive srmoke inhala.
tienn when they risked thisr lives acing
an a memisr about 3 child tapped on
the |-.|I.h:h.l'. ke acded.

The building owner claimed - tha
the propery damaged (oo the fne
were worth Th 7 lakh.

Fire fighters said they could no
immediately sdeniafy the soure of the
fire o guantify the amounnt of loss.

I G puar, evanufacturing goods a)
a parment Getory and goods of 13
ather shiops were gutted in three sepa-
rade fire incidents in Bhogra, Bhawal
Mirzapar amd Kaliakoir since Sumday
nighl

However, no causalities were
reparted and the amownt of damaged
raterial conald not be sdsesed imime.
diacely, said local fire service afficals

India, Pak
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India has alsou 500,000 saldien inthe
part af Kashmir it comrols, where
armed groups are fghting for incde.
pendence or a menger with Pakisian.



