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Brexit still deadlocked

May seeks another vote on her deal after MPs vote against all alternative options

AFP, London

The British government said it intended to
bring back Prime Minister Theresa May’s Brexit
deal for a third vote in parliament on Friday to
avoid a chaotic no-deal divorce from the EL.

May's throw of the dice comes a day after
her dramatic pledge to resign in order to
persuade her rivals to finally back her vision
for breaking Britain's 46-year bond with the
European project.

The government's back is against the wall
as it tries to avert potential economic disas-
ter and financial panic in the coming weeks.

The House of Commons leader Andrea
Leadsom said the government was trying to
secure permission for a third vote from
parliament speaker John Bercow.

He already rejected a similar attempt last
week after ruling that the version May was
bringing back was essentially the same text
that lawmakers had already twice rejected
by resounding margins.

fear that will cause economic chaos.
To avoid that, the British government
must spell out what its next steps should be.
Britain might then seek a much longer
extension that would mean it has to hold
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packed meeting of party members.
Her promise won over some likely con-

May became premier shortly after the
2016 referendum in which Britons narrowly

left its EU partners increasingly perplexed.

The DUP is opposed to provisions in
May's deal to keep a free-flowing border
between Britain's Northern Ireland and EU
member Ireland.

The group worries that this would give
Northern Ireland a different economic
status from mainland Britain and separate it
from the mainland.

"For us, the most important thing is a
union,” DUP leader Arlene Foster told RTE
television Friday.

"I don't make any apologies for that.”

Downing Street yesterday said that "dis-
cussions with the DUP are continuing” as the
government tries to piece together a majority
from a patchwork of conflicting interests.

Parliament has failed to rally round any
new last-minute Brexit proposal.

Parliament took the unprecedented step of
assigning itself the right to vote on a multiple
choice of alternate solutions to the deal May
reached with Brussels after 17 months oftalks,

Trump decision
null and void'

US slammed at UN over Golan;
Israel air strike in Syria ‘kills 7°

AFP, United Nations

The United States faced sharp criticism Wednesday at the
UN Security Council over its decision to recognize the
Golan Heights as Israeli territory, which big powers
denounced as a violation of UN resolutions.

President Donald Trump signed a proclamation
Monday in which the United States recognized Israel's
annexation of the strategic plateau that it seized in 1967
and annexed in 1981,

Britain, Washington's closest ally, said the decision was
in violation of Resolution 497 that declared Israel’s annex-
ation of the Golan as "null and void."

France warned that any attempt to turn away from inter-
national law was "doomed to fail" as the United States
prepares to unveil its Middle East peace proposals.

Russia appealed to governments to reject the US decision
and to continue to view the Golan as Israeli-occupied territory.

Three Security Council resolutions call on Israel to with-
draw from the Golan, which it seized from Syria in the 1967

"We recognise that any motion brought
forward tomorrow will need to be compliant
with the speaker's ruling and that discussion
is ongoing," Leadsom told the chamber.

Anxious EU leaders last week offered
Britain a Brexit extension until May 22,

Butitis conditional on parliament voting
through May's deal by Friday -- the day
Britain was originally scheduled to leave.

Failure to pass the deal could mean a no-
deal Brexit as early as April 12. Businesses

European Parliament elections despite
having voted to leave the bloc.

May's handling of Brexit has provoked
both anger and frustration as well as ridicule.

She played what may have been her last
political card on Wednesday by promising
to quit once the messy divorce process is
complete,

"I know there is a desire for a new
approach -- and new leadership -- in the
second phase of the Brexit negotiations and
I won't stand in the way of that," May told a

Former foreign minister Boris Johnson
said he would now back the premier "on
behalf of the 17.4 million people who voted
for Brexit".

But the prime minister's position was
undermined when her allies in Northern
Ireland's Democratic Unionist Party (DUP)
said they would continue to oppose the deal.

The small party props up May's minority
government, giving it a decisive role in the
political saga that has consumed Britain and

But none of the eight options secured a
majority and another vote has been set for
Monday on some of the proposals.

The one that came closest to winning
parliamentary support provided for a much
closer economic union with the other 27
nations post-Brexit than the one the
Conservative party platform allows.

A proposal to hold a second referendum
came second while those promoting a cleaner
break finished near the bottom.

Six-Day War and annexed, in a move that was not recog-
nized internationally.

Despite its decision to recognize Israeli sovereignty over
the Golan, the United States called for a UN peacekeeping
mission deployed in a buffer zone there to remain in place.

Meanwhile, Syria said Wednesday that Israel had
attacked targets just north of second city Aleppo and that its
air defences had intercepted several missiles.

According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
war monitor, the strike hit an arms depot used by Iranian
forces and killed seven people.

Prince William
to visit NZ to
honour victims

AFP, Christchurch

Prince William will visit
victims of the Christchurch
mosque shootings next
month, New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern announced yester-
day on the eve of a national
remembrance service being
held in the grieving South
Island city.

Ardern said the focus of
today's service and next
month's royal visit was
supporting the Muslim
community, which was
devastated when a self-
avowed white supremacist
killed 50 people at two
mosques in a shooting
rampage.

Ardern will address the
service, which has the
theme "We Are One" and
will be broadcast on
national television.

She said representatives
from 59 nations, including

Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, were
attending the event, which
is expected to draw tens of
thousands of people.

The emphasis will be on
the Islamic community,
with an invocation ringing
out across Hagley Park,
speeches by Muslim leaders
and a performance by Cat
Stevens, the British singer
who shunned stardom in
the 1970s and became a
Muslim.

Ardern said William, the
Duke of Cambridge, was
"very keen to show his
support for the city and the
Muslim community as it
emerges from this attack".

William will represent
his grandmother Queen
Elizabeth II, the official
head of state of the former
British colony.

Relatives visit the tombs of Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) fighters at a cemetary in
the northern Syrian-Kurdish town of Kobane on Wednesday.

AFP, Moscow

Russia yesterday said its troops will stay in
Venezuela "for as long as needed”, rejecting
US President Donald Trump's demand that
Russia remove its military from the crisis-
stricken country.

Russia's weekend deployment of troops
and equipment to bolster President Nicolas
Maduro has ratcheted up already
high international tensions over
Venezuela where the Trump
administration is pushing for
regime change.

The Russian foreign ministry
yesterday insisted the presence of
its troops there did not pose a
threat to anyone,

"They are involved in the imple-
mentation of agreements in the sphere of
military and technical cooperation,” said
ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova,
adding they would remain in the country
"for aslong as needed."

"Russia is not changing the balance of
power in the region, Russia is not threatening
anyone unlike citizens in Washington whom
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Troops will stay in Venezuela

'for as long as needed'
Says Russia after Trump tells Moscow to 'get out'

[ have just quoted,” she told reporters.

She was referring to Trump's comments
that "Russia has to get out” of Venezuela as
well as to statements by US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo that Washington does
not plan to negotiate with Maduro and
wants to end Russia and Cuba's influence
on Caracas.

The United States and more
than 50 other countries recognise
Venezuelan opposition leader Juan
Guaido as interim president while
Russia, along with China, backs
Maduro.

"Neither Russia nor Venezuela
are provinces of the United States,"
Zakharova said.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov has accused Washington of trying to
"organise a coup d'etat” in the oil-
producing nation,

A Russian air force Antonov-124 cargo
plane and a smaller Ilyushin 11-62 landed at
the main airport outside Caracas on
Saturday and offloaded around 100 troops
and tonnes of equipment.

Saudi releases 3
women activists

REUTERS, Riyadh

Saudi Arabia yesterday released three out of 11 women
detained last year in a sweeping crackdown on activists, a
close relative and London-based rights group ALQST said.

Blogger Eman al-Nafjan, Aziza al-Youssef, a retired lec-
turer at King Saudi University, and academic Rokaya al-
Mohareb were freed following the second hearing on
Wednesday of their high-profile trial in Riyadh's criminal
court, a relative of one of the women told AFP.

The conditions of their release were unclear and there
was no immediate comment from the court.

But the relative said that the women, freed after nearly a
year in detention, will still have to appear in court next
Wednesday when the trial resumes.

ALQST confirmed the news on Twitter, adding that the
other detained women were expected to be released on
Sunday.

Most of the women were detained last summer in a
sweeping crackdown on campaigners just before the
historic lifting of a decades-long ban on female
motorists.

The women had long campaigned for the right to
drive and to abolish the restrictive guardianship system
that gives male relatives arbitrary authority over women.

Their trial has intensified criticism of the kingdom
over human rights following global outrage over jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi's murder by Saudi agents last
October.

Death penalty for
11 killed as car bomb hits

restaurant at lunchtime

AFP, Mogadishu

At least 11 people died when a bomb
exploded on a busy street and ripped into a
nearby restaurant in Somalia's capital
Mogadishu yesterday, medics said.

Security officials and witnesses reported
bodies strewn on the ground as plumes of
smoke rose high into
the air after the bomb
detonated on
Mogadishu's Maka
Al-Mukarama road,
one of the seaside
capital's main thor-
oughfares, an area
busy with businesses
and travellers,

It struck as people
were eating lunch.

"The death toll we have confirmed so far
1s 11 people, with 16 others wounded," said
Abdulkadir Abdirahman Adan, director of
the Aamin Ambulance service, adding that
the toll could still rise. "There could be more
losses.”

Witnesses described scenes of devasta-
tion.

"The car bomb struck a restaurant along
the road,"” said Abdulahi Osman, who was
nearby to the explosion. "This really was a
disaster."

Vehicles were tossed into the air by the
blast, which also damaged nearby build-

. ings. Witnesses said
several cars and
three-wheeler motor-
bikes were destroyed
by the force of the
explosion.

The bombing is
the latest in a recent
string of blasts in the
capital, which has
been hit regularly by

Shabaab attacks.
There was no

immediate claim of
responsiblity for the bombing. However,
Mogadishu is regularly targeted by the al-
Qaeda affiliated Al-Shabaab insurgents,
who have been fighting for over a decade to
topple the government.

Monsanto ordered to pay $80m

drunk driving!

AFP, Taipei

Taiwan plans to ramp up punishments for those who
cause a fatal accident while drunk driving, including
the death penalty for the most egregious cases, spark-
ing an outcry from abolition and rights groups.

The cabinet yesterday approved a draft amend-
ment to the Criminal Code that would make death
by drunk driving an indictable murder offence,
potentially punishable by death if the deed is
deemed "intentional", officials said.

The proposal needs parliamentary approval but
comes after a spate of high profile deaths that have
generated widespread outrage.

Currently the maximum sentence in Taiwan for
causing a death while drunk behind the wheel is 10
years. The new proposal would increase jail sen-
tences for repeat offenders who commit a new
offence within five years of their first conviction.

They face up to a life sentence for causing a death
and 12 years for grave injuries.

"Cases of drunk driving leading to death are ram-
pant... drink drivers recklessly caused accidents that
took lives and destroyed families to result in irrepara-
ble regret,” the Justice Ministry said in a statement.

Very few countries employ the death penalty for
drunk driving cases. China has previously vowed to
execute those who have killed behind the wheel and
some states in the United States retain capital pun-
ishment for such cases.
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AFP, San Francisco

Monsanto has been ordered to pay some $80 million to an
American retiree who blames his cancer on the agribusiness
giant's weedkiller Roundup, in a case that could influence
the outcome of thousands more like it

A San Francisco jury Wednesday
found the firm, which is owned by
Bayer, had been "negligent by not
using reasonable care" to warn of
the risks of its product, ordering it to
pay Edwin Hardeman $75 million
in punitive damages, a little over $5

:I- 'y | F
e
L

.
million in compensation and 15[]””[]UP '1:_L_1L|T'1__|].UP~ﬂ_Lﬂ%ﬂpg_

$200,000 for medical expenses.

It was the second stinging legal
verdict for Monsanto in recent
months after it lost a case to a
California school groundskeeper
suffering from terminal non-
Hodgkin's lymphoma and was ordered to pay out tens of
millions of dollars.

The jury also found that Roundup's design was defective and
that the product lacked sufficient warnings of potential risk.

The same jury had previously found in an earlier part of

'ROUNDUP' CANCER TRIAL

the trial that a quarter century exposure to Roundup, whose
principal ingredient is controversial chemical glyphosate,
was a ‘"substantial factor" in giving the 70-year-old
Hardeman non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.

The decision also marks a major setback for Bayer, which
purchased Monsanto in June 2018 for $63 billion.

In Frankfurt vesterday, Bayer's
share price fell 1.14 percent to 55.69
euros by 0830 GMT -- extending
losses as Bayer has seen its market
value shrink by 46 percent since it
bought Monsanto.

The company, which is facing
thousands more similar lawsuits in
the United States, said it would
appeal the verdict even though it
sympathized with Hardeman's
plight.

Hardeman's attorneys, who
cheered and hugged their client as the verdict was announced,
described the decision by the six-member jury as historic and
said it sends a clear message to Monsanto that it needs to change
its business practices.

The case is one of more than 11,200 similar cases in the
US alone involving Roundup.
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The combination of
local tomatoes and
secret recipe of PRAN Sauce
makes your food




