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With summer approaching fast, watermelons have started arriving to the capital from the southern parts of the country. Traders bring the fruit in

small trawlers to Sowarighat, from where these are distributed across the city. The photo was traken yesterday.
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Eight rescued from Travel cost to Middle East

trafficking to Libya tripled in recent months
Says ATAB; workers the worst affected

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police have rescued eight people from a hotel in Dhaka's
Dakkhin Khan where they were gathered for being traf-
ficked to Libya via UAE.

The victims, aged between 22 and 45, are: Saiful Islam,
Manjurul Alam, Muktar Hossain, Rassel Prodhan, Matiur
Rahman, Shafiqul Islam, Sunil Chandra Barman and
Bhishna Dev of Rangpur and Thakurgaon, according to a
press release of the Criminal Investigation Department
(CID).

Acting on a tip-off, an anti-human trafficking squad of
CID raided Noakhali Guest House Intl at Ashkona of
Dakkhin Khan on March 27 and rescued the eight, the
release said.

The victims told CID that brokers charged them Tk
34,000 each six months back, promising that they would be
sent to Fiji. However, failing to do that, the brokers pro-

posed sending them to Libya, on the condition that they
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

DEATH OF ARITRY
Charges pressed
against two
VNSC teachers

FAHMIM FERDOUS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Travel cost of Middle-East bound
Bangladeshi workers has increased at least
three times in the last few months, as a
number of foreign carriers stopped opera-
tions from Dhaka.

"Due to seat crisis, airfare in different
destinations in Middle Eastern countries
has been increased to around Tk 60,000
from Tk 20,000 in recent times, affecting
workers the most,” said SN Manzur
Murshed, president of Association of Travel
Agents of Bangladesh, during a press confer-
ence at its head office in the city.

ATAB is a platform of the country's 3,500-
odd travel agents involved in ticketing, visa
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COURT CORRESPONDENT

While the launch of a circular bus
-- that promises convenient

Detectives yesterday
pressed charges against
two suspended teachers of
Vigarunnisa Noon School
and College in a case filed
over “provoking suicide”
of ninth-grader Aritry
Adhikary in December last
year,

DB Inspector Kazi
Kamrul Islam submitted the
charge sheet to the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
court in Dhaka against
Nazneen Ferdous, acting
principal of the school; and
Zinat Akhtar, the morning
shift in-charge.

Both the teachers have
secured bail from a Dhaka

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

service
short-distance commutes

longer.

within two weeks.

DHAKA TODAY

SEMINAR of Harmony
Assembly on Futures of Higher ~ Venue: Bangladesh School of
Education Harmony, Indira Road

Organiser: Centre for
Genocide Studies, Dhaka

Time: 4:30pm

University and Friedrich Ebert ~ DEBATE
Stiftung, Bangladesh BDF-ILO National Debate
Venue: Nawab Ali Chowdhury ~ Championship 2019

Senate Building, DU Organiser: Bangladesh

Time: 9am Debate Federation
Venue: Eastern University,

CULTURAL PROGRAMME Dhanmondi

Bangabandhu Utsob Time: 10am

Organiser: Bangali

Shangskritik Bondhon

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala

Academy

Time: 4pm

WELLNESS

AOL Happiness Program -

Spring ‘19

Organiser: Art of Living

Foundation

Venue: Gulshan-1 FAIR

Time: 9:30am Spring Meet-up 2019
Organiser: Made in

WORKSHOP Bangladesh (MIB)

Basic Concept of Western Venue: MIB Spirit,

(lassical Music Dhanmondi 10/A

Organiser: Bangladesh School 1000 11am
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Dhanmondi and nearby areas -- has
generated excitement among many
citizens of Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC), they might have
to hold their horses for just a little

Trying to take a ride on the bus to
experience the service proved futile for
this correspondent yesterday, as the
number of both stoppages and buses
were found to be far less than adver-
tised. When asked, DSCC and BRTC
authorities said they are still running
some “trial-and-error” methods, and
the service will be fully operational

The route, which DSCC Mayor
Sayeed Khokon launched on
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Wednesday, was said to have 36 stops
on both sides of the road between
Nilkhet-Science Lab-Satmasjid Road-

processing, hajj and umrah operations.

The ATAB chief said seat crisis at different
airlines took the worst shape since February
on destinations including Jeddah, Riyadh,
Dammam, Madina, Dubai, Doha, Bahrain,
Muscat, Kuwait and Sharjah.

“We have also come to know that
Emirates Airways and Qatar Airlines have
decided to reduce weekly frequency of
flights due to their internal problems,”
Murshed said, adding, “The latest decision
of Jet Airways to stop operation from Dhaka
will worsen the present seat crisis.”

The ATAB president said the crisis was
created following halt of operations from

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

CIRCULAR BUS SERVICE IN DHANMONDI

Launched while in 'test phase'?
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An umbrella and a banner at a footpath railing on Mirpur Road serves as the
BRTC ticket counter. The photo was taken near Dhanmondi (Old) Road 27.

Dhanmondi 27-Mirpur Road with
some 25 air-conditioned buses plying
SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

'When good governance
is absent, people don't
own up to responsibilities'

Sultana Kamal says at public
hearing on fire risk

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a public hearing yesterday said planned reloca-
tion of chemical substances from Old Dhaka is now a call of
time, to avert tragedies like the Chawkbazar fire.

For this, they stressed on immediate relocation of 35 types
of highly flammable chemicals identified by the authorities,
and gradual relocation of other substances.

Six rights and development organisations, along with
Institute of Architects Bangladesh (IAB) in association with
Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency,
arranged the hearing on "Fire risk-free and safe Old Dhaka”
at the capital's Cirdap.

The six organisations are: Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (Bela), Association for Land Reform
and Development, Ain O Salish Kendra, Bangladesh Legal
Aid and Services Trust, Brac, and Nijera Kori.

At the hearing, family members of some Chawkbazar fire
victims urged the government for due compensation and
rehabilitation, saying that the fire claimed lives of their loved
ones who were also sole earners of the families,

Chairing the hearing, noted rights activist Sultana Kamal
said incidents like Chawkbazar fire was linked to overall
governance.

“In a country where good governance is absent, people can't
own up to their responsibilities. .. they don't,” she said.

Ensuring good governance should be a priority so that
citizens feel they have duties to the country or city, she said,
adding that politicians were responsible for encouraging
such mindset among citizens.

Speaking at the programme, Prof Syeda Sultana Razia, head

of the department of Chemical Engineering at Buet, said imme-

diate mapping of chemical substances stored in different
warehouses in old town was the first step for relocation.

Referring to reported data, she said chemicals worth
about Tk 17,000 crore had been imported into the country in
2017-18 fiscal year alone.

However, when Buet students went for field-level survey
and tried to do research, they faced challenges like lack of
“solid information” to this end, she said.

“Even those in Hatkhola who supply 'academic chemi-
cals' to Buet cannot say where all these chemicals end up,”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

Wasa complaint
centres to be
open 24hrs in

Ramadan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa)
yesterday announced of
keeping 12 complaint cen-
tres open round the clock
during the upcoming
month of Ramadan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Wasa Bhaban, manag-
ing director of Wasa Tagsem A
Khan said residents of Dhaka
city will not face any water
scarcity during Ramadan, but
in case of any pocket prob-
lems, people will be able to
report to the complaint cen-
tres to get quick result.

Tagsem said Dhaka
residents face water shortage
in Ramadan and the dry
season, since the demand is
higher during those times.

He said currently Wasa has
the capacity to produce 255
crore litres of water per day,
against the demand of 245 to
252 crore litres per day.

He said Wasa has been
delivering 49 crore litres of
water through five water
treatment plants -- which is
22 percent of the total pro-
duction -- while rest 206
crore litre are coming from
Wasa's 906 deep tube wells.

Tagqsem said they have
already taken initiatives to
construct three more water
treatment plants to reduce
dependency on groundwa-
terto 30 percent by 2021,

He said the plants will be
built at Jasaldiya of Mawa,
Gandhabpur of Rupgan;j
and Sayedabad Water
Treatment Plant Phase-III at
Sayedabad.
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4 pcs Hot & Crispy | 4 pcs Smoky Grilled
4 pcs Hot Wings
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