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A recent photo of the wobbly makeshift bridge that locals made on Kakina-Aminganj road after the original concrete bridge and its approach

roads were damaged during floods in 2017. PHOTO: S DILIP ROY

Two years on, damaged bridge
yet to be replaced

Road link snapped
as bridge caves in

The bridge in Gaibandha's Sundarganj
was declared risky years ago

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Road communication between Sundarganj
and Rangpur remained suspended for the
last four days as a risky bridge across
Golakata canal suddenly tilted.

Averting probable fatal mishap,
Sundarganj upazila administration
suspended movement of all types of
transports over the bridge till any alter-
native arrangement.

Locals said they saw that half portion of
western part of the bridge tilted all on a
sudden on Saturday afternoon. Later, they
informed Upazila Nirbahi Officer (UNO)
Solaiman Ali about the matter.

After visiting the spot, the UNO sus-
pended movement of all kinds of heavy
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transports over the bridge. However, rick-
shaw-vans and motorcycles are still moving
over the bridge taking risk.

Sonaroy union parishad Chairman Sayed
Badirul Ahsan said in recent years, the
bridge was declared vulnerable due to its
ramshackle condition, yet the transports
have been crossing the bridge taking risk,
which ultimately tilted due to lack of timely
renovation.

Despite repeated calls, the authorities
concerned are yet to take any steps to reno-
vate the bridge, he said.

UNO Solaiman said he contacted local
executive engineer of Roads and
Highways Department for taking imme-
diate measure to restore communication
in this road.

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

A bridge on a canal was damaged and its
approach roads, part of Kakina-Aminganj road
in Lalmonirhat's Kaliganj upazila, were washed
away by floodwaters in August of 2017, but the
authorities are yet to replace or repair those.

Having suffered for years, hapless resi-
dents of the area with their own funds
recently built a makeshift wood bridge
with bamboo poles to carry on with their
day-to-day activities.

However, since the rickety 30-metre-long
bridge is strong enough only for pedestri-
ans, rickshaws or motorbikes, farmers in
the area are facing difficulty transporting
agricultural commodities and other goods
to nearby markets.

Farmer Sufiar Rahman, a resident of
Aminganj village, said it has been difficult and

expensive to transport his produce to Kakina
market as large vehicles cannot be used on the
wood bridge.

The bridge needs to be repaired properly
because it not only connects Kakina and
Aminganj -- two important local markets -- but
also their only link to get on Lalmonirhat-
Burimari highway, he added.

Radhanath Barmon, a businessman based in
Kakina, said, "Since trucks or trailers cannot get
on the risky bridge, we aren't able to procure
agriproducts from Aminganj haat [market] and
villages surrounding it.”

A farmer from the same area, Sirazul Islam,
said the larger market in Aminganj is a crucial for
marketing agriproducts, but farmers from
Kakina village cannot access the market after the
bridge got damaged.

A proper and safer bridge has to be built in
place of the makeshift one as thousands, includ-

ing young children and elderly, use it every day,
said Nurul Amin, a college teacher in Kakina.

When this correspondent approached Kakina
[Inion Parishad Chairman Sahidul Haque Sahid
and asked what steps he took so far to remedy
the situation, he said so far, at least 12 letters
were sent to Local Government Engineering
Department (LGED), urging it to repair or
rebuild the bridge.

Despite all that, LGED did not respond.
"Don't know why this area is being neglected,”
he said frustratingly.

Contacted, Engineer Sultan Mahmud of
LGED in Kaliganj upazila said they already sent a
design of a project proposal to the higher
authorities concerned, seeking approval of
funds for constructing a new bridge on the spot.

The project “might get approval and
funds might get sanctioned within this
fiscal year,” he also said.
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The authorities concerned have put up a warning sign on the risky bridge across
Golakata canal in Gaibandha's Sundarganj upazila, asking vehicles not to use the
structure.

PHOTO: STAR

Lightning kills two

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two farmers were killed in lightning strikes in Kishoreganj and Manikganj

yesterday.

2 idols vandalised
at Hindu temple

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Earidpur

ASSAULT ON JOURNO
One held, nine others surrender

Human chain demands legal action against culprits

Shahid Mia, 45, and Chand Mia, 65, of Kishoreganj's Pakundia munici-
pality, were critically injured when a lightning hit them, reports our

Mymensingh correspondent,

The incident took place when they were working in their farmland

around 1:00pm, said locals.

They were rushed to Pakundia Upazila Health Complex where doctors

declared Shahid dead.

Chand Mia was later shifted to Kishoreganj General Hospital as his

condition deteriorated, said police.

In Manikganj, another grower was killed in his cropland at Shimulia
village of Shibalaya upazila when a thunderbolt struck him.
The deceased was Piar Ali, 35, son of Dahir Uddin of the village, reports

our correspondent.

Miscreants vandalised two idols of a Hindu
temple at Tulsi Borat village in Rajbari's
Baliakandi upazila yesterday.

Ajit Kumar Sarker, general secretary of Tulsi
Borat Kali Mandir Committee, said Nepal Raj,
president of the committee, found disfigured
idols of goddess Kali and god Shiva around
7:30am when he went there for worshiping.

Sanjit Kumar Das, vice president of the
committee, urged police to arrest the crimi-
nals immediately.

Police are trying to arrest the criminals,
said AKM Nazmul Huda, OC of Baliakandi
Police Station.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmeonirhat

Police on Tuesday night arrested one of
the named accused in connection with
a case for assaulting a journalist in
Hatibandha upazila the same day.

The arrestee, Mitu Islam, 45, is son
of late Sahir Uddin of Uttar Gotamari
village, OC of Hatibandha Police
Station Omar Farooque said.

Earlier, injured Asaduzzaman Sazu,
district correspondent of Bangla Daily
Manabkantha, lodged a case with

Hatibandha Police Station, accusing
nine named and 30 to 40 others
unnamed thesame night.

The other named accuseds are Selim,
Ripon, Khokon, Saiful, Safiul, Hakim,
Mamum and Sirajul, the OCsaid.

Police yesterday produced Mitu
before the Senior Judicial Magistrate's
Court that sent him jail.

On the other hand, the same court
granted bail to the eight named accused after
theysurrendered beforeitand soughtbail.

Meanwhile, fellow journalists at a

human chain yesterday demanded
legal action against those involved in
assaulting journalist Sazu.

Following the two-hour-long rally,
they also brought out a protest proces-
sion in the upazila headquarters.

Mentionable, a group of unruly
youths assaulted Sazu and vandalised
his camera while he was taking photo-
graphs of procession and counter
procession of two Awami League (AL)
factions in Hatibandha upazila on
Tuesday morning.
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