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ARIES

ai Ja (MAR. 21-APRIL 20)

Spend time with children. Invest in your ambitions. A
second chance will result in good work. Your lucky day
this week is Sunday.

q@i TAURUS
L& (APR. 21-MAY 21)

Get involved with environmental organisations. Time for
that yearly medical check-up. Start attending more social
functions. Your lucky day this week is Sunday.

@ GEMINI
JAN" (MAY 22-JUNE 21)
Avoid ultimatums with your partner. Spend time with

family. Investing in sport activities will help with stress.
Your lucky day this week is Monday.

ﬁ‘é‘i; CANCER
W4 (JUNE22-JULY 22)
Professional guidance will resolve family issues. You will find

their philosophies worth exploring. You will be appreciated
for your competence. Your lucky day this week is Thursday.

ﬁ% LEO
2% (JULY23-AUG. 22)

Do not let your partner annoy you. Let friends help with
preparations. Get the family involved in cultural
events.Your lucky day this week is Saturday.

{) virGo
(AUG. 23-SEPT. 23)

Keep emotions in check at work. Engaging in cultural
activities will benefit you. Be more expressive about how
you really feel. Your lucky day this week is Wednesday.

;ﬁ LIBRA
(SEPT. 24-0CT. 23)

Avoid situations that do not benefit you. Avoid one-sided
relationships. Be careful signing important contracts. Your
lucky day this week is Thursday.
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% SCORPIO
N (0CT. 24-NOV. 21)
Make life easier for an older member of your family. Don't

overspend on entertainment. Avoid making financial
investments. Your lucky day this week is Wednesday.

2 SAGITTARIUS
> (NOV. 22-DEC. 21)

Sodialising will lead to new ventures. Living with restrictions
will cause complications. Sudden good fortune will help
with debts due. Your lucky day this week is Sunday.

@_ CAPRICORN
(DEC. 22-JAN. 20)

Spend time with old friends. You won't be well received
by superiors. Get documents in order. Your lucky day this
week is Friday.

ﬁ' AQUARIUS
(JAN. 21-FEB. 19)
Find ways to make extra cash. Invest in opportunities at

work. Go with your gut and others will follow. Your lucky
day this week is Friday.

@ PISCES
(FEB. 20-MARCH 20)

Your leadership ability will enhance your reputation. ldle
chatter will hurt your position. Changes at home will be
challenging. Your lucky day this week is Tuesday.

LS EDITOR’S NOTE

Lives not numbers

Children live in their mother's womb for only nine months, but their perma-
nent dwelling is in the depths of her heart. |, as a mother, cannot fathom the
dark emptiness or the cruel lashes of the storm that is going on inside her.

| sympathise with the bereaved family.

| sympathise with the 'may-have-been' young love
crying her heart out.

| feel for friends who may have had shared notes for
preparing a presentation at the university.

| feel awful for the cousins, who perhaps, were rehears-
ing dance numbers for a holud.

Mostly, my heart just goes out for parents who's dreams
are not only shattered, but suddenly, life's rat race has
become meaningless.

Road accidents are such an everyday affair in our city
that we have become mostly indifferent to them; only
when students or young ones are killed that this sort of
agitations start, and continue for a few days—and then all
the usual pledges and promises are made— only for the
entire cycle to be forgotten until the time when another
student is driven over, and this politicking confrontation
repeats.

The simple demands and agitation have caught the
attention of the nation over and over again. We all want
safe roads and basic discipline in the transport sector, and
reckless drivers should be punished, because these are
murders rather than accidents.

Public resentment stems from the fact that even if a

driver is caught and found guilty, the punishment is
deplorably lenient, and often not executed. Every year,
over 7,000 are killed, victim to reckless driving and peo-
ple's complete disregard for their own safety — a prime
example being jaywalkers crossing busy roads haphaz-
ardly, despite the presence of foot-over bridges, forcing
speeding vehicles to take care of their course.

In Dhaka, many of the deaths occur to jaywalkers who
decide to run across the road at their free will. And | just
want to draw the attention of all us Dhakaites to this fact
alone; jaywalking!

Just the other day, while | was coming back home, a
young girl was crossing the busy airport junction and
mindlessly texting on her phone, completely disregarding
the blowing horns meant for her attention. | was scream-
ing at my driver to press the brakes, but imagine if she was
doing this in front of a broken unfit bus, the brakes of
which most probably are not working properly!

Of course, the public transports are the worst criminals.
Manned by unlicensed, underage, and often untrained
drivers, the buses hop lanes without indication, stop just
about anywhere, and run at such manner that it is surpris-
ing so few of us are dead as they compete and jostle on

the roads like maddened behemoths. But having said that,
with a foot overbridge just a few steps away, should this
school girl walk in the middle of the road, disregarding her
own safety?

People are regularly crossing thoroughfares just waving
two fingers at the cars, to warn them. It's as if the two
fingers are like the traffic signals or zebra crossings. The
other day, | saw a fifty something man dressed in a dapper
suit, gymnastically managing his office files and hopping
over the barbwire barricades at the Sonargaon crossing!

| turned around in my car, praying that he does not get
stuck with his two legs on either side of the wire. | dread
to think what would have happened if he was stuck like
that.

Peddlers, running in the middle of the roads, with their
chicken and fish and vegetables dangling out of their
baskets that are somehow precariously balanced on their
head; mothers pulling or pushing their children to run
before the speeding vehicles reach them; people getting
off running buses in the middle of the road; only in Dhaka
can we get away with such bizarre road etiquettes and an
illogical sense of safety.

Can we please talk about civic sense and our own lack
of common-sense regarding road safety rules while rebuk-
ing reckless bus drivers? Both the drivers' lack of aware-
ness and our lack of common sense are at fault here.

| want the drivers punished to the highest degree, but |
want us to think about our manners as well. Blocking
roads, torching buses and causing havoc is all we can do.
It's time to actually sit down and teach civic sense to all of
us, including the bus drivers and owners and jaywalkers.

This Independence Day, | can only hope that someone
out there will be able to knock some sense into our thick
skulls and make us understand what 'safe roads for all
actually stands for.

It might be a gargantuan task for an individual, but if you
consider the mothers, the lovers, the children and friends
mourning everyday for road accident victims, then
'maybe' we need the power of one such person with pur-
pose to streamline our road manners.

Have a joyous Swadhinota Dibosh!

Don't forget to read a few of our brilliant pieces by Nafisa
Faruque on refugees, all about Allen Ginsberg and Jessore
Road, and how the power of one brilliant soul can change the
course of history.

— RBR

CHECKIT OUT

Aranya opens new outiet in Utiara

Located at Sonargaon Janapath Road,
Sector 9, Uttara, Aranya inaugurated its
third outlet on Saturday, 16 March, 2019.
The event was jointly inaugurated by
Abul Khair, Chairman, Bengal Foundation,
and National Film Award winning actor,
and producer Jaya Ahsan. Luva Nahid
Choudhury, Chairman, and Nawshin Khair,
Managing Director of Aranya, were pres-
ent on the occasion. Senior officials of
Bengal Foundation and Aranya, as well as
renowned personalities of the country's

fashion and entertainment industries also
graced the event with their presence.

The label is known for its high-quality
sustainable products, its unique natural
dye palette, traditional designs and craft
techniques. Many of these products are
being exported to international brands
worldwide.

Nawshin Khair, Managing Director of
Aranya, reiterated Aranya's commitment
to their artisans as well as the environ-
ment and expressed her satisfaction in

seeing a growing awareness of
sustainability, as well as a growing
demand for Aranya's products, which
actually led to the opening of the Uttara
branch.

Aranya's new and festive line designed
specifically for Pahela Baishakh will be
available at their new outlet at Level: 3,
Plot 60, Sector: 9, Sonargaon Janapath
Road, Uttara, Dhaka-1230.

For more information, visit
www.facebook.com/aranyacrafts



