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Mozammel
Khan receives

outstanding

educator award

CITY DESK

Dr Mozammel Khan, pro-
fessor of mechanical and

quality engineering at
Sheridan Institute of
Technology in Toronto,

Canada, has been awarded
the Outstanding Educator
and Honorary Membership

Awards by Ontario
Association of Certified
Technicians and

Technologists (OACETT).

According to a press

release from OACETT, the
awards are in recognition
of Dr Khan's exceptional
contribution to the training
and education of engineer-
ing technicians and tech-
nologists. OACETT is giving

the two awards simulta-

neously to one person for

the first time.

Dr Khan graduated from
Buet in 1972, and obtained
his PhD from University of

Ilinois in 1979. He has

been contributing to The

Daily Star for over 20
years.
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Ahead of Independence Day, workers are sprucing up National Martyrs' Memorial in Savar. Visitors from all walks of life will visit the monu-

ment to pay their respect on March 26. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH

Armed
during

forces' heroic role
1971 in focus

PM opens Military Hardware Display

UNB, Dhaka

also highlighted at the stalls set up by mem-

Prime Minister Sheikh

inaugurated the eight-day Military Hardware

Display, 2019 on the

Ground in the capital ahead of Independence

Day and National Day.

She opened the display in the afternoon
by cutting a ribbon and releasing balloons.

The prime minister

attractive fly past of six war planes of

Bangladesh Air Force.

A 20-member team of Bangladesh Army
took partin para-jumping from helicopters.
The prime minister visited various stalls
set up highlighting contributions and
heroic role of the armed forces in the
Liberation War, projecting development

and modernisation of

present government in the last 10 years.

The role of the country's armed forces in
building the nation, as well as their contri-
butions to UN peacekeeping missions, were

bers of the three services.

On her arrival, the prime minister was
received by Chief of Army Staff General Aziz
Ahmed, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral
Aurangzeb Chowdhury, Chief of Air Staftf Air
Chief Marshal Masihuzzaman Serniabat
and PSO of the armed forces Lt Gen Md
Mahfuzur Rahman.

Meanwhile, an ISPR press release said the
hardware display will remain open for
people of all strata from 9:30am to 5:30pm
between March 26 and 31.

The exhibition will be open from 12
noon to 5:30pm on March 30 for students
of schools and colleges in Dhaka city along-
side other people.

Besides, it will remain open on March 31
from 12 noon to 5:30pm for families of
members of the armed forces and students
of educational institutions conducted by
the Army, Navy and Air Force.

Hasina vyesterday

National Parade

also witnessed an

the forces by the
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59,000 Bangladeshis
died of TB in 2017

Experts tell dialogue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inadequate detection of tuberculosis (TB), particularly
among poor people, is the major reason behind Bangladesh
being enlisted as one of the 30 countries which are most
vulnerable to the disease, health experts said yesterday.

TB can be cured completely through early detection. It is
a highly contagious disease caused by a type of bacteria,
which generally affects lungs. The disease's present curabil-
ity is over 90 percent in Bangladesh, they said.

Therefore, the government should give more emphasis
on TB detection and extend health services to poor and
marginalised people, they added.

They made the remarks at a policy dialogue organised by
National Tuberculosis Control Programme (NTP) of the
health ministry, in association with USAID and its
Challenge TB Bangladesh project, at a hotel in Dhaka.

Citing a recent report of World Health Organisation
(WHO), Nazis Arefin, a medical officer of NTP, said at least
59,000 people in Bangladesh died of tuberculosis in 2017,
making it one of the 30 highly vulnerable countries.

Identification of missing cases of tuberculosis, insuffi-
cient number of diagnoses, prevalence of the disease in
urban areas and lack of human resources are the major
challenges in controlling TB in the country, he said in a
keynote presentation.

Hossain Zillur Rahman, a noted economist and former
caretaker government advisor, said the detection rate of TB
among the pooris alarmingly low. “They not only suffer, but
also face economic burden. TB is both health and economic
issue for us,” said Zillur, also convenor of Healthy
Bangladesh platform.

Murad Hassan, state minister for health and family wel-
fare; Earl R Miller, US ambassador to Bangladesh; Mustafa
Jalal Mohiuddin, president of Bangladesh Medical
Association and Edwin Salvador, WHO deputy representa-
tive also spoke at the programme among others.

Women's
unpaid work
must be

recognised

Anu Muhammad tells
book launching event

JU CORRESPONDENT

If unpaid work of women
is included in the country's
gross domestic product, its
size will increase and also
their contribution in GDP
will be recognised, said
Prof Anu Muhammad
yesterday.

“At least 80 percent
household work of women
are not included... If we
add that, country's econ-
omy would increase by
around 30 percent,” he
said while speaking at a
book launch event on the
campus as chief guest.

The book, “Banglar
Somaj o Sangskritite Nari”
(Women in society and
culture of Bengal), is edited
by Prof Naseem Akhter
Hossain of government
and politics department
and associate professor
Parvin Jolly of history
department.

Ovwer 200 teachers, stu-
dents and guests were
present at the event. A
short film, “Agunpakhi”,
was also screened.

Road crashes kill five

STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and two others injured in road acci-
dents in three districts during the last two days, according to
reports from our correspondents.

In Dinajpur, two truck drivers were killed and their help-
ers injured, as a pickup truck hit another truck parked on
Dinajpur-Rangpur highway in Sadarupazila yesterday:.

Golam Mostafa, 51, from Dogachhi village in Joypurhat;
and Shahidul Islam, 48, succumbed to their injuries at M
Abdur Rahim Medical College Hospital in Dinajpur.

Their helpers -- Swadin, 28, and Belal Hossain -- were
undergoing treatment at the hospital.

The accident occurred at Jamtoli village where Mostafa
and Belal were changing a damaged tire of their truck, said
police.

In Tangail, two youths were killed when a motorcycle
they were riding hit a tree beside Hakimpur-Jasihati road in
Taltala area of Basail upazila on Saturday night.

Shawon Khan, 27, and Jamil Hossain, 25, from Kamutia
village, died on the spot.

In Savar, a man was killed as a bus ran him over in
Anarkoli area yesterday:.

The deceased -- Mannan Majhi, 60 -- was from
Ramdashur village in Bhola.

The accident took place in the morning while the man
was crossing CNB-Ashulia Bazar road.

Angry locals seized the bus after a chase but the driver
and his helper managed to flee.

Police later seized the vehicle, said Javed Masud, inspec-
tor (investigation ) of Ashulia Police Station.

Career conference
at Scholastica
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US Ambassador Earl R Miller at the programme in Dhaka

PHOTO:

on Saturday. COLLECTED

CITY DESK

The career guidance counselors of Scholastica Senior
Campus Uttara held International Career & College
Counseling Conference and International University Fair
on the Uttara campus on Saturday, says a press release.

Brig Gen (retd) Kaiser Ahmed, principal of Senior
Campus Uttara, delivered the welcome speech.

Later, US Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl Robert Miller
delivered the keynote speech. Maimuna Ahmed, founder
and CEO of Teach for Bangladesh, also spoke on the occa-
sion,

Fire burns 50 shops

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

A fire gutted at least 50 shops of Ranjganj Bazar in Cumilla
city early yesterday.

Shahalam, a shopkeeper, said, "The fire started at
2:45am. It intensified as various cosmetics items, including
body sprays, were stored in most of the shops.”

Six firefighting units from the city, Chandina, Sadar South
and EPZ areas brought the blaze under control in three hours,
said Alamgir Hossain, senior assistant manager of Cumilla
Fire Station. “Forty shops were badly damaged.”

The reason behind the fire could not be known immedi-
ately, said fire service. No casualty was reported.

Affected shop owners claims that the fire caused a loss of
Tk 5 crore.

Two held with
23,600 yaba pills

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab-7) in a drive yesterday
arrested two persons with
23,620 yaba pills from
Chattogram's Nimtala area.
The arrestees are Md
Selim alias Hossain, 35,
and Md Sohel, 28.
Mashkur Rahman, assis-
tant director of Rab-7 media
wing, said after being
informed, a Rab team inter-
cepted a Dhaka-bound truck
coming from Cox's Bazar
and detained the duo.
Based on their confes-
sion, Rab seized the pills
worth Tk 1.18 crore from a
secret chamber inside the
truck, said AD Mashkur.
They were handed over
to Bandar Police Station. A
case was filed.
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Ramchandrapur Khal, supervised by Dhaka Wasa, is clogged with solid and liguid waste -- a result of unawareness.
With no cleaning drive for months, such a situation may create waterlogging during the upcoming monsoon. Besides,
the canal has turned into a mosquito breeding ground. The photo was taken in Mohammadpur area recently.

Shamim Osman's

bodyguard transferred
for rule violation

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Narayanganj lawmaker Shamim Osman's bodyguard was
transferred to Kishoreganj for violating service rules.

The bodyguard, Constable Md Mamun Fakir accompa-
nied Shamim Osman's son and his friend to Cox's Bazar for
four days till March 17 with arms, without approval from
the authorities. This was a violation of service rules, police
sources said.

Subas Chandra Saha, additional superintendent of
police in Narayanganj, informed that Dhaka Range DIG
Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun issued the order yesterday
morning.

Following an allegation, a probe committee was formed
and asked to submit a report within three days, he said.

As the allegation of irregularities were proven, the com-
mittee recommended departmental action against the
constable.

During the period when the constable went to Cox's
Bazar, MP Shamim Osman had stayed at his constituency
without a bodyguard, which could be a safety threat.

Mamun started working as Osman's bodyguard in 2013.
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