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WHATSINA

SARAH ANJUM BARI  When I say “Charlie bit my when your ammu gives you a large

JARER. 1/ DA BGResi oy SICoT CTIPAT instead of a regular one
what I'm talking about. You

know what to imagine when | , ¢ é
I describe Willy Wonka's )

condescending, wide-eyed
smile, or an exasperated
Robert Downey Jr. rolling
his eyes, standing with his
arms crossed; or a distracted
boyfriend checking out
another girl in a red dress,
or Drake blocking his face
with his hand, dressed in a

furry orange jacket.
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You know these images and the messages trends and even religion (his examples),

they denote because they've become Dawkins shortened 'mimema’ into 'meme’
iconicised through innumerable online to make it thyme with 'gene’, granting it
shares and tagged posts and messages. In the metaphor of something that survives
this age of communication through “vi- through natural selection. By drawing this
ral” content, these memes, like countless parallel, Dawkins also inspired (or noted)
others, have become a primary means of the mundanity and hence the significance,

Uﬂﬂﬂmltﬂﬂg not DII]}? messages and inside the lndlﬂpengab]]ity of these HEHdS,
jokes, but also information, socio-cultural  jmplying that they're the building blocks

trends, and hard-hitting news updates. of cilfiire as it svolves.

Here's why memes are fascinating to a
nerd like me. Imagine taking an atom—a O NnOT T YT
seemingly simple, composite, tiny I I.I KE T' H E su U N I]'

whole—and then cracking it open to find S nimmlee

an entire world of neﬁvﬂris thfiving Yn “| M_ﬂ_ I_‘i
within. That's kind of what a meme is. It's

an image that demands about two sec-
onds of your attention: you glance at it,
snort under your breath at the relatable
content, and move on with your life. But
it isn't really the animal that you're
snickering at in a Doge meme, but at
the composite whole made up by the
face of the dog, the text that accompa-
nies it, and your knowledge of the
context behind that text. This whole is
bigger than the sum of its individual

arts, both tied together and inflated b ;
your familiarity with its contextand by MLLALMALLURY  LULELTIR
each time that it is shared and re-
shared. This makes a meme a specimen of

Fitting, therefore, that it should be history in the same way as a book. This

called a 'meme'. The coinage first occurred IS how people talked, thought, and lived
in biologist Richard Dawkins' book The their lives at a particular point of time, it
Selfish Gene (1967), derived from the tells us. This was how things were done
Greek wortk ‘mimema', meaning "1mi- then. .E?EH if the text in a book is set in
tated'. Defining it as a “unit of cultural a different era (such as in historical
transmission or imitation”"—a joke, a fiction),

nursery rhyme, catchphrases, fashion Continued to page 16



