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Modi or Gandhi?

Indian mystics split over
general election outcome

AFP, Mumbai

— - -

Transgender mystic Zoya Lobo turns over three oracle cards,
studies them for a minute and looks up. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will definitely win India's general election
this summer, she proclaims.

Clairvoyant Larra Shah also predicts a victory for Modi
owing to his "extremely powerful aura", but astrologer Raj
Kumar Sharma thinks opposition leader Rahul Gandhi will
win because his party's moon sign is Virgo.

Vedic astrology is big business in Hindu-majority India
and stargazers are making a host of predictions for the
world's biggest elections starting next month -- their many
followers hanging on every utterance.

Some 900 million voters are registered to cast ballots in
the vote in April and May which will see Gandhi's Congress
party seek to dislodge Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)

An explosion at an indus-
trial park in eastern China
killed six people yesterday
and seriously injured 30,
authorities and state media
said. Rescue efforts were
going on, authorities in the
city of Yancheng, in Jiangsu
province, said in a state-
ment. State media said
authorities were investigat-
ing the cause of the blast.

TB can be eradicated from power. |

i Shah, 49, a celebrity holistic healer who practises tarot
hy 2045: EHPEI’tS reading, says most of them will plump for Modi, himself a
AFP, Paris devout Hindu.

"When it comes to tarot cards Modi is like the emperor or
the magician where the power of self-knowledge, of spiri-
tual balance, of karma, is in perfection,” she explains to AFP.

"Rahul Gandhi is more like the devil because he's always
confused. There is a conflict there because he is a Gemini so
has a dual personality," Shah adds.

Modi, 68, and the right-wing Hindu nationalist B]P swept to
power five years ago by winning 282 out of 543 seats, forming
the country’s first majority government in almost three decades.

Shah expects Modi to be returned, but with a vastly
reduced majority. Pre-election polling suggests an even

The world can eradicate
tuberculosis by 2045 if the
fight against the killer
disease is properly funded,
an international team of
experts said Wednesday.
Warning of the immense
economic and social costs
of inaction, they said that
better screening, treatments
and public awareness were
needed to reduce the more
than 10 million cases
recorded every year.

Indian soldier kills 3

comrades in Kashmir
AFP, Srinagar

Women react as they walk past Afghan soldiers outside a hospital after multiple
explosions in Kabul yesterday. /Inset, a man stands near the debris at one of the
explosion sites in Kabul. Several explosions in Kabul killed six people and wounded
23 in an attack during celebrations to mark the Persian new year, government
spokesmen said. PHOTO: REUTERS

'We clearly need to see more'

US tells Pak, warns further terror attack on India will be extremely problematic

assets of some terrorist groups and made some
arrests. They have taken administrative control of
some of the JeM facilities, the official added.

"But we clearly need to see more. We need to
see irreversible action because in the past, what
we've seen is they made some arrests and then a
few months later, they released these individuals.
The terrorist leaders are sometimes still allowed
to travel around the country, hold rallies," the
official said.

"We think China has a responsibility to also
not shield Pakistan and join the international
community in calling on Pakistan to take action
against terrorists operating on its soil," the senior
Trump administration official said.

Reiterating that the United States is looking for
"irreversible action”, the official said America is
working with its international partners to increase
pressure on Pakistan. "Because it has been too long

condition of anonymity.

Asked about the steps being taken by Pakistan
in the aftermath of the Balakot air strike by Indian
fighter jets, the official said the US and the inter-
national community needed to see "irreversible

INDO-PAK TENSIONS

PTI, Washington

The United States has asked Pakistan to take
sustained, wverifiable and irreversible action
against the perpetrators of terrorism, while warn-
ing the country that another terror attack on
India will prove to be "extremely problematic”.

"We need to see Pakistan taking concrete and
sustained action to reign in the terrorist groups,
mainly the Jaish-e-Mohammed and the Lashkar-
eTaiba in order to ensure that we don't have re-
escalation (of tension) in the region,"” a senior
administration official told reporters at the White
House on Wednesday.

"And, if there's any additional terrorist attack
without Pakistan having made a sustained, sin-
cere effort against these groups, it would be
extremely problematic for Pakistan and it would
cause re-escalation of tensions, which is danger-

A paramilitary trooper in
Indian-administered
Kashmir shot dead three of
his comrades early yester-
day, officials said, as fresh
violence raged in the restive
territory where 40 troops
died in a bombing last
month. Separately an
Indian soldier was killed in
the latest exchange of fire
with Pakistani forces across
the de-facto Line of
Control (LoC) border since
the two nations launched
tit-for-tat air strikes last

closer contest, with many forecasting that neither party will
win the 272 seats needed for a majority.

Lobo also has a prediction that hits closer to home for
her -- a 35 percent chance that Modi will do something to
help India's two-million-strong transgender community.

PLANETS ALIGNED

Indians consult soothsayers for advice on a raft of subjects
from whom to marry to whether to buy a house or strike a
business deal.

Many businessmen, Bollywood actors and politicians
have personal astrologers scrutinise their stars closely to
determine auspicious days to hold functions, release a
movie or make political announcements.

For the election, Sharma says the planets are aligning in
favour of Congress -- based on the birth dates of the parties
and their leaders -- and that it will be able to persuade

China has a responsibility to not shield
Pakistan and ensure regional peace: US

Pakistan risks isolation unless it acts
against terror groups: official

and sustained" action against the terror groups.
"It's early to make a full assessment," the offi-
cial said.
In the recent days, the official said Pakistan has

month. ous for both countries,” the official said on the takensome "initial” actions. They have frozen the thatthese groups have beenableto operate.” smaller, regional parties to join them in a coalition.
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The Pakistan military said
in a statement yesterday
that it had rescued four
Iranian soldiers being held
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