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Young minds
explore science
and technology

Three-day science fair
begins in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

From innovative solutions to traffic jam to
creating environment-friendly industries
numerous scientific solutions for everyday
problems were displayed on the inaugural day
of a three-day science festival at Rajshahi
Model School and College in the city.

Rajshahi Divisional Commissioner
Nurur Rahman inaugurated the fair with
Rajshahi DC SM Abdul Kader in the chair.
Rajshahi district administration assisted by
National Museum of Science and
Technology organised the fair as part of
observing science and technology week.

More than 250 students from 82 schools
and colleges in the city and nine upazilas of
the district participated in the science fair.

A group of students who came up with
an automated sensor to detect vehicle over-
load said they were inspired to do a project
on traffic management after last year's road
safety movement.

“We want to make people more environ-
mentally conscious, and use science to save the
planet,” said a student of Martyred Mamun
Mahmud Police Lines School and College
whose team demonstrated how brick kiln
smoke can be used to make gypsum fertiliser.

There were also projects on utilising the
river Padma's water into a source of electricity
and harvesting rainwater for household use.

(GRAFT CASE

ACC confiscates
assets of DGHS

accountant

LINB, Dhaka

The Anti-Corruption
Commission yesterday
attached the assets of Afzal
Hossain, an accountant of
Medical Education
Department of the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS),
on charges of corruption.

With this, the Asset
Recovery Unit of ACC
started its journey:.

Afzal's wife, Rubina
Khanam has also been
working as a stenographer at
the same office since 1995.

Afzal allegedly accumulated
a huge amount of wealth,
including five houses in Dhaka
and one in Australia, according
to ACC findings.

On January 21, a Dhaka
court ordered authorities to
confiscate all of their assets.

The court also directed
ACC to freeze their bank
accounts. Following the
order, ACC officials yesterday
hanged a notice at Tamanna
Villa, a five-storey building in
Uttara, owned by Afzal.

They also confiscated his
assets in Khulna, Faridpur
and Rajbari.

March 17 should be
observed as 'National

Day for Festival'
Demands Bangabandhu Parishad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Rajshahi district unit of Bangabandhu Parishad has
demanded that March 17 be announced as "National Day
for Festival”,

The demand came at its meeting held at the city's
Bangabandhu Square on Sunday, marking 99th birth anniver-
sary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, A press release
signed by Prof Abul Kashem, general secretary of the parishad,
said the unit president Prof Abdul Khaleq raised the demand.

Former Rajshahi University vice chancellor Prof Khaleq said
the country mourns on occasions like February 21, March 25
night, August 15, November 3, and December 14. But there is
no significant national occasion for festival, he said.

He said Bangabandhu Parishad was constituted in the
80s. During the time, it raised the demand for observing
August 15 as National Mourning Day.

Rebeka Mohiuddin's death
anniversary today

CITY DESK

The first death anniversary of Rebeka
Mohiuddin, wife of Awami League leader
Mohiuddin Ahmed, will be observed today,
says a press release.

On the occasion, wreaths will be placed at
her grave in Mirpur Intellectuals' Graveyard.

A milad and doa mahfil will be held at her
Dhanmondi residence after Asr prayers today.

A similar programme will be held at her Lakarta village

home in Bhedergan) upazila of Shariatpur. On this day in
2018, Rebeka died in Dhaka.

Justice continues

FROM PAGE 5
The trial resumed on January 4, 2016, but
the court could not start recording wit-
ness statements until August 1, 2016,
when the first two witnesses gave their
depositions.

Since then, all court dates for record-
ing further witness statements ended in
vain as the witnesses did not appear.

“I will try my best to produce the wit-
nesses before the court for quick disposal
of the case,” Special Public Prosecutor
Md Forkan Miah had told The Daily Star
a few months ago when asked about the
delay in trial. However, his efforts
brought no result, at least until yesterday.

Meanwhile, even after six years of the
incident, the scar left on Parag's psyche
has not faded. “Parag still doesn't go
outside to play. He confines himself to
home,” said his father Bimol. “We have
to accompany our child everywhere.”

After Parag's recovery, the High Court
had issued a rule on law enforcers to
provide 24-hour security at his house.
“Earlier, two cops were assigned to guard
our house round the clock, but they only
guard us at night,” said Parag's mother
Lipi Rani Mondol.

Asked about it, Officer-in-Charge of
Dakkhin Keraniganj Police Station Md
Shah Jaman told The Daily Star, “I joined
the police station six months ago. When |
came, I knew policemen are guarding
their house at night, and 1 have contin-
ued that. I have not been informed that
their family has any security concern. If
they contact me, [ will take steps.”

T . .

wo-year jail
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of mother tongue by famous personalities, was handed over
to the prime minister.

Hasina unveiled the book's cover, designed under
Liberation War Affairs Ministry's supervision. Jatri
Publication is its publisher.

About the fish and fish products act, the cabinet secretary
said it is translated into Bangla as per the Supreme Court's
directive and no major changes are made in the law.

Quality of fish in production and marketing was so far
being conducted in line with Fish and Fish Products (In-
spection and Quality Control) Ordinance, 1983.

Alam said the proposed law increased the fine from Tk
5,000 to Tk 5 lakh for production and marketing of adulter-
ated fish. The punishment would be doubled for repeating
identical offense.

The law kept a provision of “administrative punishment”
under which one could be fined up to Tk 5 lakh for using
harmful ingredients.

Alam said the new law prescribed a mandatory provision
which would obligate all fish firms to obtain registration
and take health certificate from authorities concerned for
trading. The firms, he said, would have to appoint quality
assurance managers.

Also, he said, Sugarcrop Research Institute Act would
replace Bangladesh Sugarcane Research Institute Act 1996
as several other crops like palm, date and gol pata are being
used to produce sugar.

The proposed legislation added a provision to nominate
a representative from Bangladesh Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research.

The words, Port Lighthouse Authority, have been added
in the “Bangladesh Lighthouse Act, 2019°, he said. The
proposed law suggests that all ships using Bangladeshi ports
must pay the lighthouse charges. If a ship fails to pay the
dues, it could be seized.

The cabinet congratulated Hasina for winning “Lifetime
Contribution for Women Empowerment Award” by
Institute of South Asian Women,

[t also took a condolence motion for the terror attacks in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

Don't let
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No plan to hike train fare now

FROM PAGE 3

This 1s autocratic

Preparations will begin at all levels, including unions, to
celebrate the Mujib Year,” she said.

Sheikh Hasina said Bangabandhu gave the nation inde-
pendence. “We have to uphold this independence and make
the country prosperous,” she said, expressing her belief that
the dream will be realised.

She said Bangabandhu founded Bangladesh, setting up
all basic structures required for its economic, cultural and
political fronts.

Since 1948, the prime minister said, Bangabandhu
was preparing his people for independence, defying all
the pressures, intimidations and threats of the Pakistani
rulers. “Bangabandhu had repeatedly been put behind
bars, but nothing could bar him from heading towards
his goal.”

Awami League leaders Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail Ahmed,
Matia Chowdhury, Mahbubul Alam Hanif, Jahangir Kabir
Nanak, Ahmed Hossain, Advocate Qamrul Islam,
Fazilatunnesa Indira and Ajmat Ullah, among others, spoke
at the programme.

Prof Dr Syed Anwar Hossain focused on different aspects
of Bangabandhu's life,

FROM PAGE 3

deliver the engines within 22-28 months
from the contract's effective date at a cost of
Tk 674.09 crore.

The 20 diesel-electric locomotives will be
procured under the project “Procurement of
20 nos MG DE Locomotives and 150 nos
MG passenger carriages for Bangladesh
Railway” between July 2017 and June 2021.

Process to procure 150 passenger car-
riages is now at pre-tender stage, an official
said.

Abdul Matin Chowdhury, the project
director, and Hyung-Wook Kim, senior vice
president of Hyundai Rotem, signed the
contract. Korea's Economic Development
Cooperation Fund and Bangladesh govern-
ment are funding the project.

At present, BR has 178 MG locomotives,
of which 139 have crossed their 20-year
economic life, according to a brochure
prepared for the signing ceremony.

Mofazzel Hossain, secretary to railways
ministry, said the government is working to

bring all districts under rail network within
a particular time. So, they are procuring
locomotives, carriages and constructing
infrastructure,

With this procurement, they are going to
introduce air-conditioned cabs for drivers
for first time, he said.

Railway Director General Qazi Md
Ratiqul Alam and Additional DG (Rolling
Stock) Shamsuzzaman also spoke at the
programme,

NO LEASE OF TRAINS AFTER 2020

The minister said they will not extend the
lease BR gave to private operators to operate
trains after 2020.

"We have leased out 73 trains to pri-
vate operators. After the contract expires
in 2020, we will operate those on our
own, hesaid.

The minister said BR has to shoulder
responsibilities for any misdeed of private
operators. “This can't go on. We won't
accept such uneven contracts,” he said.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY
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F’n?at of Posts| Qualification Erperteace
Sr. Manager | 01 A Level / Graduate |05 Years
(Quality (any faculty) & Above
& Technical)

Interested candidates may forward their
resume within 10 days at

Green Textile Limited

Corporate Office Address :
17, Road # 15, Rabindra Swarani, Sector # 3,
Uttara, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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Official Representative

Dhaka:

Sunrise Plaza (Apartment)
3rd Floor, House: 3/2,
Block: A, Lalmatia,

Mirpur Road,

Phone: 8100383,
01715564383, 01818042291

Meet with Mr. David

H & | Council,
Dhaka Office

20 March 2019
(11 am - 3:30 pm)

21 March 2019
(3 pm - 5 pm)

H & | Council,

Chittagong: Chittagong, Office
2 No Paltan Road,

Dampara, WASA Circle
(Behind WASA Building),
Chittagong.

Phone : 2869787, 01711781451

Hotel Garden Inn,

Garden Tower, Sylhet
(Shahjalal Bridge Link Road

23 March 2019
(11 am - 4:00 pm)

&1 w109t 9 #107 [ AET 5% (7% Like us on www.facebook.com/HandICOUNCIL

Office Space for

Immediate Rent

Bank  Financial Institution,

Rent is negotiable

Contact:
Tel : 09612-612100 (Ext-142)
Cell : O1/716-282147

1st Floor-6,206 sft and
Ground Floor-2,850 sft

Location: CA Bhaban, 100 Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.

Company. Insurance Company, Mobile/
Cell Phone Companyy/ Outlet are preferred.

experts, pose a serious threat to the
biodiversity of the world's largest man-
grove forest.

Twenty-four of those units belong to the
“red category’, meaning those are
extremely harmful for the fragile
biodiversity of the Sundarbans, said
Sultana Kamal.

Expressing frustration over the govern-
ment's silence, Sultana Kamal said the
country is running on the ideology of
Bangabandhu, and he said that even if
only one person says something logical,
he/she should be listened to.

“But her daughter is not listening to
anyone,” Sultana Kamal said.

She said they submitted 13 research
papers regarding Rampal project to a high
government official, challenging the posi-
tion of the government.

“One and a half years have passed by.
They are yet to respond. We don't know
what makes the government so stubborn
to carry on with the Rampal power plant,”
Sultana Kamal said.

Botanist Dr Azizur Rahman; Dr Badrul
Imam, professor at the Department of
Geology of Dhaka University; National
Committee for Saving the Sundarbans
member-secretary Abdul Matin, and Bapa
Joint Secretary Sharif Jamil, also spoke at
the programme,

R A K RAK Ceramics (Bangladesh) Limited

RAK Tower (7th, 8th & 9th Floor), Plot # 1/A,

CERAMICS

Jasimuddin Avenue, Sector # 3, Uttara Model Town, Dhaka- 1230

Price Sensitive Information

Further to our price sensitive information dated December 11, 2018 & January 27, 2019, where
we intimated that one of our tiles production lines i.e. Plant # 1 is under maintenance shutdown.

This is for information of all concerned that our Management, after due assessment, feels that

the said maintenance/overhaul is going to take some more time. Hence, this day, the 18" of
March 2019, we submit that the Company will announce the resumption of operations in said
Plant # 1 as soon as it is ready.

All other plants of tiles and sanitaryware of the Company will be operational as usual.

Dated: Dhaka
March 18, 2019

For RAK Ceramics (Bangladesh) Limited

Sd/-
(Muhammad Shahidul Islam FCS)
Company Secretary
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Foreign

J=22z4 IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD.

(A Govt. of India Undertaking)

Knhulna-Mongla Port Rail Line Project, Knhulna, Bangladesh

CORRIGENDUM-1

NIT No. IRCON/9043/BD.KHU-MON/RE- TENDER/
FORMATION/ Km.34+120 to Km. 39+334/76/2019-09, Dt:06.03.2019
for the "Construction of Railway Embankment between Km. 34+120 to
Km. 39+334 (including Chulkati Bazar Station Yard) in connection with
Construction of Khulna Mongla Port Rail Line project in Bangladesh”

The Following Corrigendum is issued:-
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Revised date & time for Bid Sale:

Dt. 27.03.2019 up to 16.30 Hrs.(BST)

Revised date & time for Bid
Submission:

Dt. 28.03.2019 up to 15.00 Hrs.(BST)
Opening at 15.30 Hrs. (BST)

The other conditions of this tender shall remain unchanged.

For further details and updates, Bidders may visit IRCON office, House
No. 411, Road No. 4, Sonadanga R/A, (Phase-ll), Khulna-9100,

Project Manager/fKMRLP

IRCON INTERNATIONAL LTD.

House No. 411, Road No. 4, Sonadanga R/A,
(Phase-Il), Khulna-9100,

Contact No. 01730919657
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