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Nation observes BNP threatens
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A smartly turned out contingent drawn from the
Bangladesh Army, Navy and Air Force gave a guard of honour.

The president and prime minister also joined a munajat
seeking eternal peace of the departed soul of Bangabandhu
as well as other martyrs of the August 15 carnage.

Later, flanked by senior Awami League leaders, Hasina
placed another wreath on behalf of the party.

Special prayers were held at Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque and other places of worship,

Today, AL will organise a discussion at Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre at 3pm. The prime minis-
ter will attend the event.

CRI CELEBRATES BANGABANDHU'S BIRTHDAY
Marking the day, AL's research wing Centre for Research and
Information (CRI) held various events, reports BSS.

The events included a comic contest, participated by
around 70 school-goers, held at the auditorium of
Bangabandhu Memorial Museum, The sixth installment of
“Mujib”, a graphic novel series based on autobiography of
Bangabandhu, was unveiled at the venue,

In the morning, the prime minister and her sister Sheikh
Rehana visited the auditorium.

A puppet show was held for visitors at the museum.
“Hasina: A Daughter's Tale”, a historical docudrama on the
life of the prime minister, was screened in the evening.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Air India invites bids from interested parties to be appointed as
Cargo General Sales Agent in Bangladesh.

The tender document with all details is available on the Air India
website www.airindia.in

The completed sealed tender document (in English) along with all
support documents should be forwarded to the address specified
in the tender document by 28" March, 2019.

All bidders are advised to check the website at regular intervals
till the last date. There could be changes to the bid document.

about it as much as possi-
ble for them."

"We're very respectful to
the media, and we thank
them for the role they're
playing in such an adverse
situation," Fakhrul said.

"One-party rule has
been established in the
country. Now people have
no security and they don't
get justice. We've been
witnessing for nearly 10-12
years that those the govern-
ment doesn't like are being
killed and made disap-
peared,” the BNP leader
observed.

BNP Vice Chairman
Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
Senior Joint Secretary
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi,
joint secretaries general
Syed Moazzem Hossain
Alal and Khairul Kabir
Khokon, among others,
took part in the meeting
chaired by Fakhrul.
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through which Muslim League was ousted
from power.

The Ekush Dafa was the first comprehen-
sive articulation of the political, economic
and cultural demands of the Bangalees of
the then eastern part of Pakistan.

He was elected a member of East Bengal
Provincial Assembly in that election, and
served as health minister in the United
Front cabinet under Sher-e-Bangla AK
Fazlul Hugq. In 1955, he was elected a mem-
ber of Pakistan Constituent Assembly.

He was the minister for education in the
United Front government of East Pakistan
in 1956 and the minister for commerce and
trade in 1956-1957. After the promulgation
of martial law by Ayub Khan in 1958, he was
imprisoned and subsequently released in
1962. He then retired from politics.

Abul Mansur Ahmad was known for his

strong stand in favour of regional autonomy
of East Pakistan. He made remarkable con-
tributions to industrialisation of the long-
neglected East Pakistan. He always propa-
gated secularism in a manner unparalleled
in the forties, fifties and sixties.

Abul Mansur Ahmad's publications
include satires like Aina, Asmani Purdah,
Gulliverer Safar Nama and Food
Conference. He also penned insightful
works on social and political history of
Bengal such as Bangladesher Culture. He
has two autobiographical writings -- Atma
Katha (About myself) and Amar Dekha
Rajnitir Panchash Bachar (50 years of poli-
tics as I saw it).

Abul Mansur Ahmad was one of the great-
est political personalities of the subcontinent
who combined rare talents in three distinct
fields -- politics, journalism and literary
writing. He was born in 1898 in Dhanikhola
village of Trishal, Mymensingh.

With a little help
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offices, NGOs, and well-off people to
engage them in my endeavours.”

With the help of some affluent people,
the officer set up Uttaran Foundation that
has trained 200 young Bede women till date.
They are all now employed at different RMG
factories, including Uttaran Fashion, built
at Bede polli by the foundation.

Thirty-five young men received driving
lessons and a dozen received six-month
training on computers, according to Habibur.

Habib has also helped about 74 young
people to get jobs in government and pri-
vate service, and in police force as well, Bede
community leaders told this paper.

Uttaran Foundation has built a coaching
centre where tuitions are provided free of
cost, and is currently constructing a school

in the Polli. A mosque and an eidgah (prayer
ground) were also built by the foundation.
It also built a computer training centre.

At the coaching centre, 125 students of
different classes are getting free tuition.
Around Tk 35,000 are spent every month to
run the centre.

The foundation provides Tk 6,000 annual
stipend to 26 college students. The officer
also persuaded the deputy commissioner to
give 277 decimal khas land on lease, to build
shelter homes for homeless Bede families.

The foundation has also set up three
clothing stores, which are run by Bede
youths in Savar.

According to Bede leaders, all these initia-
tives have pulled down the number of drug
peddlers and early marriage rates, and
increased the number of children in schools.

Motorcyclist killed
in accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A motorcyclist was killed and his pillion injured in a road
accident on Ranishankoil-Nekmarad road at Sandharoi
village of Ranishankoil upazila in Thakurgaon on Saturday
night.

The deceased is Sujan, 28, son of Ataur Rahman of
Guchia village under the same upazila.

Officer-in-Charge of Ranishankoil Police Station said the
accident took place around 9pm when the biker hit a tractor
from behind. Sujan died on the spot and Juwel, 28, was
severely injured.

Juwel was taken to Dinajpur Medical College Hospital
where he is undergoing treatment.

Igniting the spirit
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Kamrul Hasan Bhuiyan, Khela Char by Mahmudul Haque, Dui
Sainik by Shawkat Osman, Rifle, Roti, Aurat by Anwar Pasha,
Talash by Shahin Akhter, Golpota Shesh Hoyna by Selina
Hossain, Nishiddho Loban by Syed Shamsul Haq, Shobhoner
Shadhinota by Rashid Haydar and Megher Pore Megh by
Rabeya Khatun, Ekattorer Ekdol Dustu Chele by Anisul Hoque
and Uttarkal by Amzad Hossain are some of selected books.

Celebrating 12 years, Innovator organised the festival
this year with the title "Ekattor Chuye Chuye Ek Jug”. It was
inaugurated on December 8 last year and the test was taken
on February 22.

Ekattorer Ekdol Dustu Chele and Uttarkal were selected.
The award ceremony is scheduled for today, to be attended
by writer-columnist Anisul Hoque and mountaineer Musa
Ibrahim.

While talking to The Daily Star, Rezwan and Pranab said
they wish to take the festival across the country. They also
have a plan to establish Liberation War museums and insti-
tutionalise reading books on the country's glorious struggle
for liberation.
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