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UPAZILA PARISHAD ELECTION

BNP's Faridpur UZ
unit dissolved

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

BNP's Pabna district unit on Friday formed a convening
committee for its Faridpur upazila unit, dissolving its exist-
ing committee.

The decision came at a time when two senior leaders of the
upazila, defying the party's decision, decided to take part in
the upazila parishad election to be held tomorrow.

Johurul Islam, office secretary of Pabna district unit of
BNP, said, “BNP centrally boycotted the upazila election and
all the party leaders were strictly directed not to participate in
it. But a few BNP leaders joined upazila parishad polls.”

Since those BNP leaders violated the decision made by
the party and demeaned party discipline, “the previous
committee has been dissolved and a new convening com-
mittee formed to strengthen BNP,” he added.

Johurul Islam Bokul was president and Abul Hossain was
secretary of the dissolved BNP committee in Faridpur upazila.

The new convening committee, formed on March 15,
consists of 31 members, including Abul Hossain as convener
and Ruhul Amin and Sabiha Sarmin joint conveners, he said.

The convening committee will form a fresh regular com-
mittee through a council meeting within three months, said
a press release issued by Pabna district BNP President Abdus
Samad Khan Montu and Secretary Habibur Rahman Tota.

Johurul Islam Bokul, president of the dissolved commit-
tee, is contesting Faridpur upazila parishad election for the
chairman post while its vice president Nasrin Parvin Mukti
is running for vice chairman post in the election, being
supported by a number of BNP leaders and activists.

On February 28 and March 12, Pabna district BNP expelled
five senior leaders of Faridpur upazila unit from the party for
their roles detrimental to party policies. They are Johurul
Islam Bokul (president), Nasrin Parvin Mukti (vice presi-
dent), Masud Rana Liton (joint secretary), Ziaur Rahman
(organising secretary) and Samsul Alam (publicity secretary).

Declining to comment on his expulsion, Bokul said, “I
am taking part in the election as per people'sdemand.”

Two girls saved from
early marriage

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Two schoolgirls were saved from early marriage in Sirajganj
Sadar upazila on Friday.

Locals said seventh-grader Beauty Khatun, 14, daughter
of Nurul Islam of Shaluavita village, was set to be married
with Enamul Haque, 22, son of Abdur Razzak of Alokdiar
village, on Friday night.

Tipped off, a mobile court led by Assistant
Commissioner (Land) Anisur Rahman went to the village
and foiled the marriage.

The court also fined the girl's father Nurul and bride-
groom Enamul Tk 5,000 each for arranging the marriage.

The court foiled marriage of ninth-grader Bithi Khatun,
15, daughter of Abdur Razzak of Ratankandi village, the
same night.

The girl was set to be married with Jahid Hasan, 23, son
of Abdul Mannan of Mohishmura village.

The court also realised Tk 20,000 from bride's father Razzak
and bridegroom's grandfather Abdul Khaleque, the official said.
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A maize field in Ramganj village under Sadar upazila of Nilphamari. Maize is being cultivated in a larger scale in Rangpur region in recent years due to shorter winter

and higher profit margins. The photo was taken recently.
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Wheat farming losing out to maize

EAM ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

With maize cultivation growing more popular each year,
wheat cultivation in Rangpur agriculture region is seeing a
significant decline.

The alarming trend of farming maize, primarily used to
make animal feed, on larger areas in the region might result
in reduction of wheat production and thus undermine
food security for the country's population, according to
agronomists.

Shorter winter and higher cost of cultivation against
poor yield are main reasons behind the dwindling popu-
larity of wheat as a crop of choice among farmers in the
region comprised of five districts -- Rangpur, Nilphamari,
Gaibandha, Kurigram and Lalmonirhat.

On the contrary, early arrival of warm weather, a favour-
able condition for maize farming, along with higher yield
and lower production cost are helping farmers choose
maize over wheat.

Sirajul Islam, additional deputy director (ADD) of

Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) in
Nilphamari, said cold weather is needed for bumper har-
vest of wheat. But due to consecutive shorter winters over
past few years, wheat production has been on the decline.

This situation is making farmers lose interest in wheat
cultivation, he added.

Mazedul Islam, Sadar upazila agriculture officer in
Nilphamari, said the farmers prefer maize as they reap a
harvest of approximately 80 maunds of maize at a cost of
Tk 18 thousand from each acre of land, as opposed to only
26 maunds of wheat, costing Tk 15 thousand, from the
same area of land.

Mohammad Rafiq, sub assistant agriculture officer of
DAE for Rangpur region, said against targeted wheat culti-
vation on 24 thousand hectares, farmers this year culti-
vated wheat on only 20 thousand hectares of land.

“Gradual fall in area of wheat cultivation is evident.
It was cultivated on 26.7 thousand hectares in 2017;
21.7 thousand hectares in 2018 and 20 thousand hect-
aresin 2019," he said.

Maize cultivation, in contrast, has been increasing year
by year. It reached to 94 thousand hectares this year,
while it was 83 thousand and 76.5 thousand hectares in
2018 and 2017, he added.

Farmer Abdul Gaffar of Balagram village in Jaldhaka
upazila of Nilphamari, said he had cultivated maize and
wheat on two acres of land each.

After harvest, he earned Tk 1 lakh at Tk 16 per kg of
maize and Tk 52 thousand at Tk 25 for each kg of wheat.

"So, I curtailed wheat [cultivation] area to one acre and
increased maize to three acres this year,” he said.

Hatem Ali, another farmer of Harialkuthi village in
Taraganj upazila of Rangpur, said he cultivated maize
on 20 acres of land as most other crops are not as prof-
itable as maize.

Deputy Director of DAE for Rangpur region Md
Moniruzzaman said, “Wheat cultivation is falling, which is
alarming. But scientists at Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Institute (BARI) are working on to develop a heat-
tolerant and high-yielding wheat variety.”
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CALLOUS WASTAGE, WHO CARES? Water continues to gush out after a pipeline meant for supplying water to
townspeople got damaged allegedly during felling of a roadside tree at Nishindhara (Soilarpara) in Bogura munici-

pality twelve days ago. The photo was taken yesterday.
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KILLING OF ]ASHIM
Parents,
brother held

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,

Mymensingh OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

AL nominees face 16 rebel
candidates in 7 Pabna UZs

In Vangura upazila, AL nominee Md Baki

Police on Friday arrested

Billah has to fight against four party rebels --

the parents and brother of
slain Jasim Uddin in con-
nection with the case for
the Friday's murder in
Bhaluka upazila of the
district.

The arresttes are Jasim's
father Sultan Mia, mother
Sufia Khatun and younger
brother Alamgir Hossain,
said Bhaluka Model Police
Station OC Firoz Talukder.

Earlier, police recovered
Jasim's body from Urahati
village on Thursday.

Police produced the
arrestees before a court in
Mymensingh yesterday;,
seeking a seven-day remand
for Sultan and Alamgir.

After hearing, the court
sent them to jail, rejecting
the remand prayer.

The ruling Awami League nominated upazila
parishad chairman candidates in seven
upazilas of the district are facing 16 intra-party
'rebel' contestants in the upazila parishad
elections slated for tomorrow.

AL leaders and activists are divided in the
election campaign amid the presence of
quite a few rebel candidates.

"Awami League central committee has
selected me as the candidate for Atghoria
upazila parishad chairman post. But 1 did
not get many of my party men in cam-
paign,” said Md Mobarak Hossain Panna,
the upazila unit AL publicity secretary.

He faces two rebel candidates -- former upazila
parishad chairman Md Isharat Ali and Md Tanvir
Islam, son of theupazila unit ALsecretary.

In Chatmohar upazila, AL nominee
Sakhawat Hossain, also the upazila AL presi-
dent, faces strong opposition from district AL
Vice President Abdul Hamid Master, municipal-
ity AL Secretary Mirza Abu Hayat Mohammed
Kamal and local ALleader Abdul Alim.

Mezbahur Rahman Rose, Amir Hossain
Amir, Md Monsur Rahman and Md
Mostaftizur Rahman,

Faridpur Upazila Parishad Chairman Md
Khalilur Rahman is in the election race
against two strong opponents -- one from
his party and another from BNP.

‘I am contesting the election in response
to the demand of local people,” said chair-
man candidate Md Johurul Islam Bokul,
who was expelled from BNP for contesting
the polls defying party decision.

AL's candidate Md Nuruzzaman Bishwas of
Ishwardi upazila is in a tough situation as his
key rival candidate Mokhlesur Rahman Mintu,
secretary of upazila unit AL, gets support from
alarge section of local party activists.

AL nominees in Santhia and Sujanagar
upazilas are also facing party rebels.

The ruling party nominated chairman
candidates are set to win uncontested in
Pabna Sadar and Sujanagar upazila
parishads as there is no other contestants.

Kid, woman
murdered

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Two people, including a
primary schoolboy, were
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As the minor boy did not
return home till evening,
family members started
searching him and found
the bicycle abandoned
under a tree at Briddhi
village, OC Bazlar said,
adding that they later found
Rahman's throat-slit body in
a local schoolhouse.
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Police sent the body to v,
Joypurhat Modern Hospital
for autopsy, he said.
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the town yesterday, reports \8.
our correspondent.

Police recovered the body
of Bithi Akter Saju, 40, and
sent it to Pabna Medical
College Hospital for autopsy.

Police said slain Bithi,
who got separated with her
husband about 10 to 12
years ago, had been living
there with her son for the
last couple of months.

Quoting locals, police
said Julfikar Ali Bhutto, an
electrician, who helped her
in renting the apartment
and had free access there,
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